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   Left to right:  Black Swallowtail (rmi Willcockson); Wasp with Monarch caterpillar (Andrea Mathews);   
Caterpillar on Black Nightshade (Irmi Willcockson). 

   

 

 

MY TEXAS WATER MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN THROUGH 

JUNE 30 
Post your photo, story, reel, or 
video on Instagram with the 
hashtag #MyTexasWater.  Each 
item will be considered an entry 
in a random drawing for fun 
prizes. 
 

 

 

 

BIRD BANDING AT GULF 
COAST BIRD 

OBSERVATORY SAT 15 
JULY, 8 AM – 12 NOON 

See birds in the hand as 
licensed bird banders catch 
and record a variety of 
species. Location is 299 West 
TX-332 in Lake Jackson. 

BIRD WALK WITH JOJO 
BAYOU LAND 

CONSERVANCY 

 JULY 3RD 

 7:30 – 10:30 AM 
Meet at the Creekside 
Trailhead of the Spring Creek 
Nature Trail to observe birds in 
their natural protected habitat. 
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IT WAS A PARTY! 

Thankfulness and celebration were the themes of the June chapter meeting.  John Egan’s family 
was there to celebrate his 10,000 Hours milestone with him, and many others received their first 
certifications, re-certifications and milestone pins. 

FIRST CERTIFICATION 

Alyssa Andaverde 

 Kathleen Canty 

 Catherine Clarke 

 Ralph Cox 

 Daryle Esswein 

 Teresa Holbrook 

 Lilian “Rose” McFetridge 

 Jimmy Pryor 

 Candice Robinson 

 Jasmine “Mango” Saucedo 

 Norma Serrato 

 Karen Tevebaugh 

 Jeremy Weise 

2023 RE-CERTIFICATIONS 

Laura Barnard 
 Gail Baxter 
 Julie d'Ablaing 
 Michael Eckenfels 
 John Egan 
 Mary Horn 
 Sherrie Jackson 
 Jill Johse 
 Liberty Johse 
 Melinda Kincaid 
 Matthew Koenig 
 Denis Martin 
 Beverly Morrison 
 Shannon Morrison 
 Anne Mullins 
 Carol Oeller 
 Vaughn Phillips 
 Paulette Pittman 
 Marianne Smith 
 Richard Solberg 
 Richard Sommer 
 Mary Spolyar 
 Barbara Stern 
 Melissa Torbet 
 Joan Ward 
 Irmi Willcockson 
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NATIONAL MOTH WEEK JULY 22-30, 2023 

Enjoy the (slightly) cooler nights and explore the 
variety of moths living in our parks and gardens.  
Watch your email for any mothing events. 

250 HOURS   500 HOURS   1,000 HOURS 

Jill Johse    Thomas Butler   Dawn Asher 

Matthew Koenig   Shannon Morrison   Carol Oeller 

Melissa Torbet   Rich Solberg    Irmi Willcockson 

     Rich Sommer 
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ORGANISM OF THE MONTH 
HERCULES CLUB ( Zanthoxylum clava-herculis) 

Although it can reach up to 50 feet tall, the Hercules Club is 
often more shrub-like. It prefers drier, sandier soils. Green 
or yellow flowers appear January through May. It bears fruit 
in the summer. The trunk has characteristic prickles topped 
with spines. The branches also have thorns. Native 
Americans and early settlers chewed the bark to relieve 
toothaches, hence it is also known as the toothache tree. 

This thorny tree plays several roles in a native landscape.  
Its seeds are eaten by birds, and it serves as the host plant 
to the Giant Swallowtail butterfly.  

 

Sources: Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, North Carolina State 
Extension 

Giant Swallowtail caterpillars on Hercules 
Club leaf.  Photo by Katy Emde 

Naturalist Tea 

Petals of curiosity mixed 
with leaves of knowledge     Nature 
 

steeps me in dew drops     still ponds 
bayou currents.     Just be 
 
set a timer for Kyros 
          pour 

Irmi Willcockson  
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Butterfly and Moth Guides for the Greater Houston Area 

A question from Tina Bryan led to a lively email chain on the best references for identifying 
butterflies and moths. Here they are, somewhat organized. 

Butterflies 

"Butterflies of Southeast Texas and the Upper Gulf Coast" by Tveten and Tveten – foldable guide 

“Butterflies of Houston and Southeast Texas” by John and Gloria Tveten – field guide 

“Butterflies of North America” by Jim P. Brock & Kenn Kaufman – wider area 

“Raising Butterflies and Moths in The Garden (2nd Ed.)” by Brenda Dziedzic 

“Butterfly Gardening for Texas” by Geyata Ajilvski 

 

Caterpillars Specifically 

“Caterpillars of Eastern North America” by David L. Wagner 

“A Field Guide to Caterpillars” by Thomas J. Allen, Jim P. Brock and Jeffrey Glassberg 

 

Host Plants with Caterpillars and Butterflies 

“Native Host Plants for Texas Butterflies” by Jim Weber, Lynne M. Weber and Roland H. Wauer 

 

Moths 

iNaturalist 

Bugguide 

BAMONA 

Moth Photographer’s Group – see Michael’s article on next page. 

 

Thanks to Shannon Morrison, Mary Spolyar, Catherine Lee Clarke, Elizabeth White-Olsen, and 
Michael Eckenfels for input. 



Gulf Coast Chapter June 2023 
 

 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIPS FROM MICHAEL ECKENFELS ON CATERPILLAR/LARVA IDENTIFICATION 

First, for larvae, try to get photos of the head markings, a good dorsal shot, and a good lateral 
photo to have lots of characteristics to work with. Sometimes something as simple as a longitudinal 
line running low on the side of the body or the colors of, or markings on, the prolegs can help bring 
out what you're looking at. 
 
The local Chapter of NABA uses the Kaufman guide to butterflies since it has little pointers on the 
diagrams pointing to the key characters/field marks to specific species's adults to help show the 
main markings to look for to distinguish one species from a look-a-like species. 
 
The challenges with lepidoptera larvae - they can look different at different instars. Check out some 
eastern black swallowtail and spicebush swallowtail photos on Google researching early instars 
and later instars for a couple of good examples. Just before they pupate they can sometimes turn a 
totally different color and they are often very visible at that time if they are walking around looking 
for a place to pupate.  
 
The other big challenge is that while there are only about 80 or so local butterfly species, there are 
thousands of moths. While moths are often very bland, their larvae can be compelling little works of 
art.  I've sometimes gotten lucky with Google images by just describing the color, markings, and 
either hair or spines on larvae and then done an image search and found either the species or 
family. 
 
No single book can possibly hold all the moths. So having as many references as you can is 
helpful. 
 
Here's a good book for larvae - https://www.amazon.com/Caterpillars-Eastern-North-America-
Identification/dp/0691121443. Note the other larva books on the Amazon page for this search. This 
author is supposed to come out with a set of larvae of Western North America... don't know when 
though. People send him larvae and he raises them out and ID's the adults to species, very 
LABorious, pun intended.  
 
Range, phenology, and host plants figure in heavily in narrowing down your searches. Just b/c a 
larva is on a plant, doesn't make it a host plant, it needs to be seen feeding. And there are 
sometimes instances where people find larvae feeding on plants that are not listed for host plants. 
Host plants are listed in a number of these guides. 
 
In addition to iNaturalist, Bugguide has larva and adult photos and experts to ID, as does 
BAMONA, and the moth photographers group - 
https://mothphotographersgroup.msstate.edu/ 
 
Facebook also has good ID groups. You can submit your images and others may jump in. Here's a 
good one for larvae - https://www.facebook.com/groups/555714611205854  
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