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This space is deliberately left blank.  Please consider contributing a photo or two for the monthly 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
    

   

 

 

MEETING SNACKS  
 
In years past, attendees have 
brought snacks to share for our 
monthly chapter meetings.  
 
If anyone is interested in bringing 
snacks to a chapter meeting, 
please feel free to do so.   
 

 

 

 

BEAT THE HEAT PLANT 
SALE – JUL 21-22 AT 
MERCER ARBORETUM 

Native plants are available 

through the virtual sale only. 

For more information, please 

visit www.friendsofmercer.com  

WILDSCAPES 
WORKSHOP AND NATIVE 

PLANT SALE Sep 23rd 
NPSOT-Houston will hold the 

annual Wildscapes Workshop 

and Native Plant Sale 

Saturday, Sep 23rd at the HCC 

West Loop Campus.  Early 

registration begins Aug 1st. 

http://www.friendsofmercer.com/
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NATIONAL MOTH WEEK JULY 22-30, 2023 

Enjoy the (slightly) cooler nights and explore the 

variety of moths living in our parks and gardens.  

Watch your email for any mothing events. 

iNaturalist Now An Independent 501 (c)(3) Organization 

This is a big day for iNaturalist. Since launching in 2008, the iNaturalist team and organization has 
evolved, and we’re thrilled about this next milestone. iNaturalist began as a master’s project at the 
University of California, Berkeley, became a LLC, then joined the California Academy of Sciences 
in 2014. In 2017, iNaturalist became a joint initiative with the California Academy of Sciences and 
the National Geographic Society. Today, iNaturalist is now an independent, US-based 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. 
 
Over the past 15 years, the incredible contributions from the community have made iNaturalist into 
one of the world’s most powerful nature platforms. 
      So far, the iNaturalist community has: 

• Created over 145,000,000 verifiable observations (adding about 1 million per week!) 
• Grown to 2.7 million contributors 
• Observed more than 430,000 species 

 
We thank the California Academy of Sciences and the National Geographic Society for incubating 
iNaturalist as it grew dramatically over the last 9 years. We owe immense gratitude to these 
partners for their investment, support, and stewardship. We look forward to collaborating with both 
organizations in the future. 
 
The way you experience iNaturalist won’t change with our new organizational structure. The 
iNaturalist team and infrastructure have seamlessly migrated to the independent organization with 
the support of our partners, and we'll continue collaborating with organizations around the world to 
support the iNaturalist Network. 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/82010-spreading-our-wings-inaturalist-is-now-an-independent-

nonprofit 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/82010-spreading-our-wings-inaturalist-is-now-an-independent-nonprofit
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog/82010-spreading-our-wings-inaturalist-is-now-an-independent-nonprofit
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ORGANISM OF THE MONTH 
BEE ASSASSIN BUG (Apiomerus spissipes) 

Several of these colorful bugs were perched on Rattlesnake 

Master at Lawther-Deer Park Prairie.  I took several photos 

of this bee assassin feeding on a small bee. 

Bee assassin bugs are members of the Assassin bug 

family.  They range from North to Central America.  This 

species coats its legs in sticky plant resin so they can hold 

onto their prey better. They inject digestive enzymes into 

their prey through their proboscis, then suck up the resulting 

slurry. 

It’s best not to handle bee assassin bugs, as they can 

deliver a painful bite.  While bee assassin bug bites are not 

dangerous to humans, other species of assassin bugs can 

carry diseases such as Chagas. 

Source: Montana State University 

Yellowstone Insects 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE ART OF TEXAS STATE PARKS: A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, 1923 – 2023 
Andrew Samson and Linda J. Reaves, 2023, UT A&M Press  
 
If you love our state parks, this is the book for you.  Artists from across the state were invited to visit 
locations, including those no longer managed by TPWD and those not yet open to the public.  Along 
with a history of the state parks system and short descriptions of each featured park, the artwork 
ranges from pencil to pastel and oil, from vast vistas to buildings to an intimate portrait of life in a 
dinosaur footprint. Select works are currently on view at The Houston Museum of Natural Science 
and included in general admission, where the gift shop also has copies in stock.  
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CHAPTER MEMBERS – CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR NEWSLETTER 
 

Can you write an email?  Have you texted a friend a photo?  Have you read a nature – related book 

and shared a recommendation?  If you’ve done any of these, you can contribute to the newsletter.  

Short or long articles, pictures and quotes, book reviews and interviews of new (and not so new) 

members, all are appreciated.  Not sure your writing is ready?  Not to worry, I can edit and arrange. 

Please send all contributions to Irmi.Willcockson@txgcmn.org. Thanks 

mailto:Irmi.Willcockson@txgcmn.org
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