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Naturalist Notes 
 

   
 

American Bumblebee on Liatris 
acidota – Andrea Matthews 

 
 

 
 
 
    

   

 

 

MEETING SNACKS  
 
In years past, attendees have 
brought snacks to share for our 
monthly chapter meetings.  
 
If anyone is interested in bringing 
snacks to a chapter meeting, 
please feel free to do so.   
 

 

 

 

NUMBER OF MOSQUITO 
DAYS DECREASING 

‘Mosquito days’ are defined as 
days with temperature 
between 50 and 95 F and an 
average humidity of 42% or 
greater.  Due to climate 
change, Houston’s ‘mosquito 
days’ have decreased from 
240 in 1979 to 182 in 2022. 
Fewer mosquito days means 
less transmission of diseases 
such as West Nile and Zika 
virus.  – Houston Chronicle 

WILDSCAPES 
WORKSHOP AND NATIVE 

PLANT SALE Sep 23rd 
NPSOT-Houston will hold the 
annual Wildscapes Workshop 
and Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, Sep 23rd at the HCC 
West Loop Campus.  Early 
registration begins Aug 1st. 
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POCKET PRAIRIES 

The photo on the right is a recent photo of the native pocket prairie at Jesse Jones Park. Eastern 
Gama grass, Texas Coneflower, and Rattlesnake Master are growing along with many others. 
During COVID, GCMNs Chris Arceneaux, Melinda Kincaid, and Teddy Andrews, brought 100 
native plants from the Sheldon nursery and planted them at Jesse Jones in January 2020. Jones 
currently plans to maintain the area and mow annually after seeds have fully disbursed, possibly in 
January or February before new growth begins. The area can be seen from the Nature Center and 
viewed immediately to the right of the entrance to the Canoe Trail, which is also our chapter's 
Adopt-a-Trail.      

John Egan   

“In summer, the song sings itself.” 

- William Carlos Williams 
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ORGANISM OF THE MONTH 
BUMELIA BORER  ( Plinthocoelium suavaleons 
suavaleons) 

The Bumelia borer is a long-horned beetle, mostly active 
July through September.  This beetle’s body is about 1.5” 
long with even longer antennae.  It can be metallic green, 
blue, or bronze.  Femora (think femur) are red. Its larvae are 

trunk and root borers of Tupelo ( Nyssa), Gum Bully 
( Bumelia), and Mulberry ( Morus).   In the summer, adults 
feed on dew, flower nectar and the sap of their larval host 
plants.  Favored by collectors, this beetle puts out an alarm 
pheromone when disturbed and suddenly, all the beetles in 
the area disappear.   NOTE: As with most insect borers, 
Bumelia borers are attracted to weakened, damaged, dying, 
or dead plants. They are referred to as secondary invaders 
because they attack only after a plant has been weakened 
by another stress.   

 Text and Photo by Shannon Morrison 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

“BABY BIRDS – AN ARTIST LOOKS INTO THE NEST” 
BY JULIE ZICKEFOOSE 

2016 

Julie Zickefoose is both a licensed bird rehabilitator and 
artist.  Over about 15 years, she painted a portrait of 
each baby bird from hatching to fledging.  In addition to 
detailed and expressive paintings she also writes 
insightfully about each of the species and their 
development.  “As much as I’ve drawn it, as much as 
I’ve witnessed it, the transformation of a nestling each 
twenty-four hours is still the most astonishing yet 
underappreciated phenomenon I know of.”  Peek into 
the nest with her! 
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Join Cin-Ty Lee and Glenn Olsen for “Fall Gulf Coast Bird 
Migration” to learn about the enormous variety of birds 
migrating through the Gulf Coast each fall in this course 
with bird-watching on Rice’s campus and a field trip on 
the coast.  

Join Glenn Olsen this fall at Rice University for 
the short course, “Plant Identification 
Workshop: Flowering Plants for Pollinators” 
and learn to identify some of the most common 
flowering plants in our region and understand 
the incredible relationships between flowering 
plants and pollinators. 

SEPTEMBER CHAPTER MEETING 

Head to the Houston Arboretum and Nature Center (HANC) on Thursday, September 7th to learn 
about “Landscaping to Attract Hummingbirds” from Elizabeth White Olsen. 

 

Elizabeth White Olsen is the co-founder of GO Native Landscaping, LLC, along with her husband, 
bird guide Glenn Olsen. Through GO Native’s on-site consultations, custom landscape designs, 
presentations, and classes, she and her husband have supported hundreds of homeowners, 
business owners, and municipal and nonprofit staff choose sustainable, bird-and-butterfly-friendly 
landscapes.  She is a certified Texas Master Naturalist and has achieved Native Plant Society of 
Texas Landscape Certification Levels 1 and 3. Elizabeth holds two Master’s of Fine Arts in Writing 
degrees. She has published articles on habitat restoration for Houston Chronicle and is the author 
of the poetry collection, Given Words. 
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HOUSTON ARBORETUM TO CLOSE WOODWAY GATE AT 5 PM STARTING IN SEP 

Please use the entrance off loop 610 to attend the monthly chapter meeting. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Secret Life of the City by Hanna Bjorgaas 
2023 
 
“Secret Life of the City” is one of those books that 
makes you ask “why haven’t I read something like this 
before.” The author shows us the often-unseen life 
and rhythms of an urban ecosystem. Along the way 
she painlessly teaches us a lot of science and shares 
the wonder of everyday interactions with an often-
overlooked environment. The book ends with a call for 
all to better understand and appreciate our cities’ 
ecosystems. Well written by a thoughtful author, this 
book is not to be missed. 

Debra Murphy 
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