Gulf Coast Chapter September 2023

Fall Class Field Trip to Sheldon Lake

State Park and Environmental
Learning Center

TMN MEETING BASKET
DONATIONS DUE BY
OCTOBER CHAPTER
MEETING

As a chapter we are putting
together a Houston themed
basket. Please bring any
donations to the chapter
meeting, or contact Irmi
Willcockson to arrange for
drop off.

FALL PLANT SALES

NPSOT Pines & Prairies -
Sep 30

Mercer Arboretum - Oct 14

Houston Arboretum - Oct 27 -
28

NPSOT Clear Lake -Oct 20-
21

GULF COAST (OUR)
CHAPTER TO CELEBRATE

25 YEARS IN 2024

We will celebrate 25 years next
year! If you have any
suggestions for celebrating as a
chapter, please send them to the
board.

For our 20t anniversary, we had
a special pin created just for us.
How would you like to celebrate
next year?
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Houston, Texas August 2023

A haibun is a poetry form originating in Japan. It combines a prose poem with haiku. The burning
haibun was created by Torring A. Greathouse. It uses erasure to progressively distill the central
idea of a poem. This is my first attempt.

I’'m tired. Tired of tedious days of triple digit temperatures. I'm tired. Tired of waking up to cloudless skies.
Tired of tarrying inside. Tired of waiting for cooler nights that never happen. I'm tired. Tired of watching trees
slowly die. Tired of trying to keep plants alive. Tired of waiting for rain. I’'m just tired.

I'm tired. tedious [ triple digit temperatures. waking up to cloudless skies.
Tired of tarrying Tired of waiting for cooler nights watching trees

slowly die. Tired of trying to keep plants alive. Tired of waiting for rain. I'm just tired.

tired. tedious triple digit cloudless skies.
nights

waiting for rain. I'm

Tired tedious
triple digit cloudless skies nights
waiting for rain I'm

A SPECIAL SUPPLY CHAIN

Prairie restoration volunteers are always
looking for a supply of recycled materials to
support their efforts. Items typically include
jugs, pails, and pots sourced where the
opportunity presents itself. This September,
GCMN Katy Emde answered the call and
provided a full truckload of empty pots to
Sheldon Lake State Park to support their
ongoing efforts. Thank you, Katy Emde!

John Egan




Gulf Coast Chapter September 2023

JOIN THE BOARD FOR 2024

All certified members in good standing are eligible for board positions! Prior experience is not
required.

Officers are elected to a 2-year term. Positions open for the 2024-2026 term are Vice President
and Treasurer.

Director positions are for a 1-year term and are appointed by the board. Four (4) Director positions
will be appointed for 2024

« Membership Director

« Communications Director

« Advanced Training Director
« Volunteer Services Director

If you would like to be considered for any of the positions, or know of anyone who is, please submit
your hame to nominations@txgcmn.org.

The Chapter cannot run without leadership, and new board members are always needed and
appreciated.

BOOK REVIEW

The Warbler Guide
Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle, 2015

Warbler identification - not at all easy for the beginning birder and often difficult for the more
experienced. OK, so the males and females often look different. And they look different at different
times of year. And the juveniles look very different. And the calls are difficult to remember. And now
they are hybridizing. Yikes!

In this one volume Stephenson and Whittle help you sort out all of these issues. But the very best
thing is the method they use for identifying, learning and remembering birdsong. It is simple and it
is genius. | wish | had learned this long, long ago.

Five hundred and sixty pages, loaded with useful drawings and photos, quizzes and very
affordable ($29.95), this belongs on the shelf of every serious birder.

Debra Murphy
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PRAIRIE

Prairie Plant !
ID Workshop |

with Urban Prairie Tours
and Seed Collecting
Demonstrations

Thursday, October 26, 2023

University of Houston - Clear Lake Campus

Join us for a hands-on workshop showcasing our Gulf
Coast prairie plants! We will begin the day with expert
speakers covering prairie plant identification, ecology,
and taxonomy. We'll then venture out to explore three
urban prairies in the Clear Lake area. Here, we will
demonstrate seed collecting and practice our plant
identification skills. Transportation to the prairies will be
provided. This event is capped at 25 participants. No
refunds will be offered for cancellations.

Registration Fee: $20

Includes transportation to and from prairie tours and seed
collecting demonstrations. Lunch not included in registration.
Participants are encouraged to bring a packed lunch.

What is the Texas Coastal Prairie Initiative?

The Texas Coastal Prairie Initiative (TCPI) is a regional initiative
that provides funding to private landowners to conserve
prairies, wetlands, farms, and ranches. TCPI funding is available
for Conservation Easements and Habitat Management Practices
through an award from the National Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) as part of its Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP).

Check In
9:00 - 10:00 AM

Plant ID Talks
10:00 AM - 12;:30 PM

Lunch & Learn
12:30 - 1:00 PM

Seed Collecting &
Prairie Tours

1.00 - 3:30 PM
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Jl o
WE e HOUSTON ARBORETUM TO CLOSE

WOODWAY
F’ARKING LOO

WOODWAY GATE AT 5 PM STARTING IN SEP
% Please use the entrance off loop 610 to attend the

monthly chapter meeting.

EEEEEE

ORGANISM OF THE MONTH
COMMON EASTERN VELVET ANT ( Dasymuitilla
occidentalis)

The largest of the velvet ant species in the
Eastern US, this parasitoid wasp is also known
as the cow Kkiller for its painful sting. Both sexes
share the red and black coloring, although only
the wingless female stings.

The winged male flies low over the ground,
looking for females. Females lay eggs in the
brood cells of Eastern Cicada Killer and Horse
Guard wasps. The white, legless grub consumes Photo by Denis Martin
its host and pupates after going through several
larval stages.

Often mistaken for an ant, this wasp has several
defenses. It has a thickened exoskeleton, can
run fast, and produces warning sounds, chemical
secretions, and venom.
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WERICq,
\4 | $ Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge (TRNWR)

. https:/iwww.fws.gov/refuge/trinity-river

IZ’ The Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge is the summer home of one
) of the most elegant and beautiful hawks in America- the Swallow-

-~
(o 0 Tailed Kite. Also, the TRNWR is the year-round home of the largest-
( / Q known Texas colony of the amazing Rafinesque's Big-Eared Bat.
FE R

The Trinity River NWR is used during migration or
nesting by nearly 50 percent of the neotropical migratory
bird species in North America with 275 species identified =
on the refuge and over 200 species nesting on the
refuge. It is a biodiversity hotspot with more than 650
vertebrate, 1700 insect, and 650 plant species
documented on the refuge.

Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge was established
to protect a remnant of the bottomland hardwood forest
ecosystem along the Trinity River. In addition to its
important conservation mission, the refuge offers
recreational activities- hiking, hunting, fishing, paddling,
wildlife watching, photography, and environmental
education. Over 30,000 acres have been set aside and
managed for the benefit of wildlife, habitat, and you.

Join the Friends of Trinity River Refuge Saturday, October 7t for Refuge Appreciation Day and
Walk for the Wild.

CLOUDS IN THE SKY

“Mare’s tail” is a type of cirrus cloud in
the shape of a “J”. The upturned part
is thicker than the tail.

Picture by Belinda Reynolds on
Cloud Appreciation Society website.
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