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25™ Anniversary - Annual Meeting Snapshots. Left - Lynn Travis teaching about the solar eclipse;
Center - Gerry, Atlantic Green Sea Turtle; Right - White Peacock Butterfly

MEETING SNACKS
2024 ANNUAL MEETING | 5024 RE-CERTIFICATION

IN SAN MARCOS PIN - WESTERN In years past, attendees have
brought snacks to share for our
October 10t - 13th, 2024 DIAMONDBACK monthly chapter meetings.
RATTLESNAKE If anyone is interested in bringing
Yes’ we’ll (f|na"y) have a snacks to a Chapter meeting,
snake. Look for more please feel free to do so.

information in an upcoming
newsletter.
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BOOK REVIEW

Cemetery Birding - An Unexpected Guide to
Discovering Birds in Texas

Jennifer Bristol, 2023

A burial place that is not associated with a church is
known as a cemetery. Cemeteries were some of the
first parks. Both people and wildlife take advantage of
the open design of cemeteries, often harboring mature
trees and native plants near fence lines.

Jennifer Bristol’'s new book explores cemeteries as
natural areas which can offer excellent birding. A mix
of personal essay, short descriptions of birds, and
fascinating history, this book is well worth a read,

especially for novice birders or those looking for unusual birding spots. The cemeteries
mentioned are located throughout Texas, with several either inside Houston or within driving
distance. On my way back from the conference | stopped at the Evergreen Cemetery in Victoria.
While | saw only common birds, it was interesting to see tombstones dating back more than 100
years. | found examples of some of the symbolism discussed in the book, such as lambs being
associated with child burials. | look forward to exploring other cemeteries on upcoming trips.

JOIN THE BOARD FOR 2024

All certified members in good standing are eligible for board positions! Prior experience is not
required.

Offiicers are elected to a 2-year term. Positions open for the 2024-2026 term are Vice President
and Treasurer.

Director positions are for a 1-year term and are appointed by the board. Four (4) Director positions
will be appointed for 2024

» Membership Director

« Communications Director

« Advanced Training Director
« Volunteer Services Director

If you would like to be considered for any of the positions, or know of anyone who is, please submit
your hame to nominations@txgcmn.org.

The Chapter cannot run without leadership, and new board members are always needed and
appreciated.
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We had 19 members registered for this year's State meeting and we managed to coral 11 of them
for a group photo.

From left to right, attendees include Rose McFetridge First Year Certification, Teresa Holbrook
First Year Certification, Lynn Travis volunteer at the eclipse viewing location, John Egan 10,000
Hour Service Milestone, Carol Oeller 1000 Hour Service Milestone, Irmi Willcockson Chapter
President and 1,000 Hour Service Milestone, Paulette Pittman 1,000 Hour Service Milestone 2022,
Karen Tevebaugh First Year Certification, Mary Spolar 2,500 Hour Service Milestone 2022, Rich
Sommer 500 Hour Service Milestone, and Brian Schrock 500 Hour Service Milestone.

This year's state meeting scholarship
winner was Teresa Holbrook shown
her being congratulated by John
Egan. The 2024 State Meeting is now
scheduled to be held in San Marcos,
October 24-27.
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« Provides shelter
and food for
overwintering
insects

» Helps retain lawn
moisture during
the dry winter
months

+ Supports your
local ecosystem

« Promotes
biodiversity

PRAIRIE
STAMPEDE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2023
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Houston Arboretum & Nature Center
4501 Woodway Drive

Join the prairie community of southeast
Texas and coastal Louisiana as we
celebrate the great work happening locally
to save, restore, and teach prairies. We
will present awards to prairie champions
and uplift all local partners.

Presented by Hosted by
-
Coastal
iri i iri HOUSTON
Prlalne‘“‘ Native(Prairies W HousTON
Conservancy Associetion of Texas
nservancy The Houstan Chapter - HNPAT NATHRECENTRR

Register at bit.ly/stampede2023
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