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Christmas Bird 
Counts 

It’s that time again! 
Counts are conducted 
from Dec 14 th  to Jan 5 th  in 
the Greater Houston 
area.  In urban areas, 
people who watch their 
feeders or neighborhood 
are also needed.  Check 
https://houstonaudubon
.org/birding/christmas-
bird-counts/  

for information and to 
sign up.  

Bayou Land Conservancy and Montgomery County Precinct 2 Agreement 
regarding Lake Creek Preserve 

The portion of WhiteWater Midstream’s Blackfin pipeline crossing Lake Creek 
Preserve will be installed through an underground boring process.  This will 
eliminate any surface impact and prevent an above ground pipeline easement.  

Dues are Due! 

Annual Gulf Coast chapter dues 
are due.  Everyone who wants to 
remain active in the program 
needs to pay $21/year.   

On our website 
https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/ 
select the Current Members tab, 
and "Pay Dues" button and 
follow the prompts.  You do not 
need to have a PayPal account to 
pay online.  

For help with paying dues, please 
contact Sheryl Mills.  

Thanks, Irmi Willcockson  
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Turning most seeds over to Coastal Prairie 
Conservancy, I keep some to grow out 
myself.  Each seed comes with responsibility, the 
responsibility to begin another generation, to 
share the prairie’s grassy bounty.   
 

Seed Collecting Musings 

I came upon three black vultures and two caracaras feeding on fresh, bloody roadkill 
driving to the prairie. The vultures hopped out of the way to let me pass.  
 

Flo Hannah’s prairie is dominated by 
grasses. Solitary and unhurried, seed 
collecting fosters an intimate prairie 
encounter.  Caressing each stem, 
dropping seeds into paper bags while 
slowly wandering across the prairie.  I 
close my eyes to recognize each species 
of grass by touch.  Little Bluestem, 
Indiangrass, Florida Paspalum.   
 
Each seed carries within the inheritance 
of a thousand generations.  Each seed, 
the beginning of another generation.   
 

To sign up for seed collecting, please visit  https://bit.ly/23seedrsvp 
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Organism of the Month 

Spinybacked Orbweaver (Gasteracantha 
cancriformis) 

Our family calls these spiders ‘Halloween Spider’, 
because they appear in webs around Halloween and 
come in multiple Fall colors, including orange.  

Spinybacked Orbweavers are native to the Americas 
and the Caribbean.  They prefer living around the 
edge of woodlands and shrubby gardens.  

 As with most spiders, the male is much smaller than the female, and longer than wide. 
Both sexes sport 6 spines on their abdomen, though the males’ are smaller.  Spiders 
hatch in one year and reproduce the spring following their first winter.  Both sexes die 
shortly after reproducing.  

Source: Wikipedia  

Making Birding More Inclusive 

The American Ornithological Society (AOS) will begin renaming species of birds named 
after historical figures or those with “derogatory or culturally insensitive references”.  
The following Texas birds will be renamed: Baird’s Sandpiper, Bewick’s Wren, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Franklin’s Gull, Harris’s Hawk, Harris’s Sparrow, Ross’s Goose, Swainson’s 
Hawk, Wilson’s Snipe, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay.  Only the English common name will be 
changed, the scientific name will only be updated in response to scientific research 
advances.  

According to AOS, the process will be open, inclusive, and scientifically rigorous.  A pilot 
project begins in 2024.  Renaming every bird on the list is expected to take years.  
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On Thursday evening of the 2023 
Annual Meeting in McAllen, we were 
treated to an inspiring presentation on 
The Forgotten Rio Grande by Lawrence 
Lof, President and CEO of Gorgas 
Science Foundation and Professor 
Emeritus, University of Texas-
Brownsville. He painted a vivid picture 
of the rich historic legacy of the Rio 
Grande and the early riparian landscape 
of the lower delta, dominated by a dense 
palm forest and rich “tropical” 
biodiversity and provided personal 
insight into the Sabal Palm Sanctuary 
and the historic 1892 Rabb Plantation 
House.   

“By the 20 th  Century, the Rabb 
Plantation sheltered one of the last 
remaining relic groves of native Sabal 
Palms and this core forms the nucleus 
around which sabal palm reforestation 
has occurred.”  

The Forgotten Rio Grande and the Sabal Palm Sanctuary 

 

In a region where more than 95% of all native habitat has been cleared for agriculture 
and development, the Sanctuary provides crucial shelter for critically endangered plants 
and animals.  

On Friday, I set off down Highway 281 from McAllen to Brownsville to visit the Sabal 
Palm Sanctuary.  My visit was one of the highlights of my time in the Valley and I am 
grateful for the opportunity to learn about and visit such a magical part of Texas, albeit 
all too briefly.  

Andrea Matthews  
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Overhead, the longest night aligns  

The three stars of Orion’s belt  

With Sirius, brightest star in the east,  

To mark where sun will rise  

Late on the morning after.  

Twyla M. Hansen,2011  

Solstice, December  

Signage at the Sabal Palm Sanctuary  
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