JULY 2024

August Chapter Meeting - Patterns
in Nature

Join me for a combination of a
presentation as well as a hands-on

experience with patterns in nature.
Thursday, August 1%, at the Houston
Arboretum and Nature Center.
Announcements 7 pm, meeting 7:30 pm

MOTH WEEK %

Moth Night at Deer Park Prairie

Join HNPAT and our own Moth Posse
for a night of mothing at Deer Park
Prairie on Saturday, July 27th. Explore
the prairie before dark, then gather
around sheets and barrels to discover
night flying insects.

For more information, please contact
Lan Shen. Happy Mothing!

New App for Bee
Identification

A new app designed to help
with bee identification is
currently under
development. “The app is
called Bee Machine — I’ve
tried it and it is awesome!”
Charles Henley, Texas
Nature Trackers Biologist

Check out our website

https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/




Outreach Update
Fellow GCTMN Board Members:

In advance of Sunday’s quarterly board meeting, please find attached my GCTMN
Community Outreach Report for the performance period spanning January through June
2024.

Per this semi-annual report, I am very pleased to highlight that through the efforts of 79
dedicated volunteers, we actively engaged nearly 2,800 individuals at FIFTEEN public
venues held across all FOUR quadrants of our service area. I also want to call special
attention to the following volunteers as they REPEATEDLY rose to the occasion during
this reporting period to help tell our story and admirably assisted in relaying important
messaging about sustainable stewardship of our State’s vast natural resources:

TJ Butler, GCTMN
Donna Irwin, GCTMN
Emily Hoy, GCTMN
Linda Knowles, GCTMN
Mary Lopinto, GCTMN
Deb Murphy, GCTMN
Reba Wiles, CPTMN

Without their, and many other volunteers,' passionate and committed efforts, my job
thus far would have been much harder. Finally, I am ecstatic to report that for the very
first time, we exceeded our goal of reaching a majority MINORITY population, at nearly
55%, with these very outreach efforts!

Please join me in helping to celebrate the important efforts of the nearly 80 committed
volunteers that worked over the past six months to make GCTMN’s community outreach
efforts such an exuberant success! Already, as we move into the second half of 2024, we
have additional public outreach events on our planning calendar ... the GCTMN’s
community outreach outlook is extremely EXCITING!

David Gwin
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¢ Patternsin Nature - Fractals

contrast to those simple shapes, fractals are complex shapes that have detailed
structure at multiple scales.

Trees often display another property of fractals,
self- similarity. Branching repeats the same
pattern at different scales. When looking at
landscapes such as rivers and coastlines, the same
property holds. Without a means of indicating
scale, it can be difficult to tell whether a picture
was taken standing on the shore or flying along
the shoreline.

Human lungs are another
example of a fractal. Tubes
carrying air branch using the
same rules repeatedly, packing
the largest possible surface area
into the smallest space for
efficient gas exchange.

Communications & QOutreach Director Needed for 2025

Our chapter needs a Communications & Outreach Director for 2025. This position is
appointed by the Chapter Board for a period of one year. If you love telling people about
the environment and the role our chapter plays in maintaining and improving our
environment, manage a group of dedicated volunteers, and respond to requests from
organizations who would like us to participate in their event, this role is for you!

Remember, one person does not have to do it all! Forming a committee with each person
taking on a particular part of the job would be preferable. David Gwin has implemented
several logistics improvements this year, which will help the new committee/person
tremendously.

Please reach out to David Gwin if you’d like to learn more about the role and reach out to
Irmi Willcockson if you are interested. This appeal is early, however, Irmi would love to
have anyone interested be able to learn from David during the busy Fall Outreach Season.



Organism of the Month
Frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora)

Wile the origins of the common name are
murky, the function of frogfruit is clear. It
spreads vigorously as a ground cover and
even tolerates some mowing. In areas
protected from frost, frogfruit is
evergreen. The flowers attract a wide
range of pollinators, from those smaller
than the flower head itself to those much
larger.

If you’re looking for pollinators, it’s
always rewarding to check the frogfruit.
Because larger pollinators spend time
circling the flower head to drink from
each flower, even those normally difficult
to photograph butterflies may remain
long enough for a quick portrait.

Summer Solstice Confessional

I am anxious on the Summer Solstice.
The longest day of the year reminds me
that shorter days are coming, and I can’t
do anything about it. My amygdala
forgets that length of day never reaches
zero where I live.

Possibly Red-spotted Aster Mirid
(Polymerus basalis).

Source: Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

19+ 711 am ~ (1179 5:25 pm « (243%)
20~ 7:12am ~= (1177) 5:26 pm « (243%)
21~ 712am ~= (117°) 5:26 pm « (243%)
22~ 7:13am ~ (1179 5:27 pm « (2437
23~ 713 am ~= (117°) 527 pm « (243%)



HANC Accessible Trail
Maintenance

Before, during, and after a trail
maintenance morning June 29.

Thanks, Richard Solberg, for
leading the effort and the great
pictures.




