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Check out our website 

https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/ 

CNC By the Numbers 

 

Of cities in Texas, Houston-Galveston 
also had the largest number of people 
participating. San Antonio Metro had 
by far the highest number of 
observations. 

San Antonio is the city to watch next 
year in terms of number of species. 
Look for opportunities to participate in 
2025! 

 

june 7 

sunny and hot. 

I was listening 
to the grackles’ squabble 
when a white ibis landed 
on the rafter, 
curved beak, pink 
with a black tip, 
surveyed the prairie, then left 
on black-tipped wings. 
Listen to squabbling 
grackles. 
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Patterns in Nature – Waves 

Waves exist at different scales throughout nature.  From chemical reactions that 
oscillate to predator-prey population dynamics to sand dunes, waves are 
important to understand what we see. 

Sound waves travel through air 
or water at different frequencies.  
In the image at left, frequency 
goes from low to high.  Time 
passes along the horizontal axis. 

The most famous example of 
predator-prey relationship 
comes from lynx and snow 
hares.  Historical data using 
furs harvested by traders 
shows that both populations 
oscillated about every ten 
years. 

Seashells grow only at the edge. The rippling pattern on 
Nautilus shells is produced by waves of pigmentation laid 
down as the shell grows.  The ripples are waves frozen in 
time and space.  Sand dunes are another example of waves 
“frozen” in time. 

Waves even exist on other planets.  Winds on Mars produce 
‘dunes’, although they may take shapes not seen here on 
Earth.  Both the material making up the dunes as well as 
atmospheric factors determine their shape. 

Next month we’ 
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 Organism of the Month 

Fall Webworm Moth (Hyphantria cunea) 

Not all webs are made by spiders!  Fall webworm caterpillars 
begin to spin webbing around the tips of branches, enclosing 
the leaves.  Once they have reached the 5th instar, individual 
caterpillars leave the web to pupate.  The adults have a 
wingspan of ~ 1.5 in (30 mm) and are white.  Several 
generations occur throughout the summer months. The 
moths overwinter as pupa in the leaf litter at the base of 
trees. 

Deciduous trees are the host plants of Fall Webworm Moth.  
Unlike most butterflies and moth which feed on one or a few 
host plants, Fall Webworm caterpillars have been found on 
636 species worldwide. In our area, they may feed on black 
walnut, American Elm, hickory, and fruit trees. Although 
considered unsightly by many, Fall Webworm Moth 
caterpillars don’t harm healthy trees.     

Sources: Wikipedia, Houston Chronicle, Missouri City (Image)                                                                                                                

“Congratulations, Devon and our amazing volunteers.  
The space is inviting and shows the beauty of our 
community in Houston.” 

~Rayanne, CEO of The Children’s Museum of Houston 
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Juvenile Hawk at Eye Level – John Egan 

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a summer’s day, 
listening to the murmur of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by 
no means a waste of time.” 

- John Lubbock, “The Use of Life” 


