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Land Preservation Successes

Artist Boat acquired 141 acres of
the Anchor Bay Peninsula. Coastal

Prairie Conservancy permanently
conserved the 615 acres Dawdy
Ranch using a donated conser-
vation easement.

Dragonfly News

Two different
studies about
dragonflies
appeared in the
news recently.

Pruinescence refers to the waxy
coatings on male dragonflies that use
perching to attract mates. The waxy
coating is more common in dragon-
flies living in warm dry climates. It
may help with survival in a warming
world. As shown in the image above,
some have ornamentation, darkened
areas on the wings. Dragonflies with
wing spots are more successful in
urban environments and face lower
extinction risk compared to those
without wing spots.

Milkweed Planting - Mary
Manor Preserve

Help Coastal Prairie
Conservancy with planting
milkweed at Mary Manor
Preserve on Friday,
September 27" from 9 am to
12 pm. All are welcome,
please register at

https://www.coastalprairiec
onservancy.org/cpc-
events/milkweed-planting-

day-mary-manor-preserve

Check out our website

https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/

Meeting Reminder

Our next chapter meeting

will be Thursday September
5th starting at 7 pm at HANC.
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Patterns in Nature - Bubbles and Foam

Add some dish soap to a shallow casserole dish, then use a straw to blow air into

touch one another, they lose their spherical shape. Instead, they join at corners

at angles of 120 degrees. The individual ocelli in the
compound eyes of insects each contain four light-
sensitive cells adopting the same shape as the
bubbles on the left.

The arrangement of the ocelli
within the compound eye is a
consequence of packing
identical shapes into a sheet
without space in between.
Only three shapes could be
used, equilateral triangles,
squares, or hexagons.

Hexagons require the least wall length, therefore helping bees conserve wax. Another
reason for the preference for hexagons in bee’s wax may be an effect of the wax’s surface
tension. As a counter argument though, paper wasps don’t use wax but still produce
hexagonal cells.

Sources: Thales on Wikimedia Commons; insectschool.com;




Organism of the Month

Englemann’s Prickly Pear
Opuntia englemannii

Prickly pear is the most common native
cactus in the Houston region. It ranges
from California to Louisiana and into
Mexico.

Prickly pear is often shrubby, with
obovate pads that remain green all year.
Yellow flowers appear in April and May.
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Each flower lasts only a single day and is \ S A
pollinated by solitary bees as well as sap Sources: Wikipedia; Native American
beetles. Ethnobotany Database

The cacti were used as fruit and/or
medicine by many Native American tribes.
Pads and fruit are available in grocery
stores.

On the Grasshopper and the Cricket

The poetry of earth is never dead:

When all the birds are faint with the hot sun,

And hide in cooling trees, a voice will run
From hedge to hedge about the new-mown mead,;
That is the Grasshopper’s- he takes the lead

In summer luxury,-he has never done

With his delights, for when tired out with fun
He rests at ease beneath some pleasant weed. ....

John Keats



Update on Our Storage Unit

After we moved into a bigger unit (shoutout to David Gwin for all the hard work),
Hurricane Beryl came along. The storage facility suffered damage, mainly water leaks.
Fortunately, none of our items were damaged (thanks for coming with me and checking,
Spencer). Irmi supervised the move to a different unit, same size. The company hired by
the storage facility provided the labor to move everything. David and I have looked at
replacing the shelving units. The board voted to approve funding for new, sturdier
shelving with wheels. This will help keep the storage unit organized, and make future
moves simpler.

We had been unable to locate our folding carts, so two new carts were purchased on sale.
These are critical for both training and outreach.



