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NATURALIST NOTES
December 2024

Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Now through Jan 4%. Check

to find a count near you.

Check out our website
https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/



https://gis.audubon.org/christmasbirdcount/
https://gis.audubon.org/christmasbirdcount/

YOUR Chapter Needs YOU

Our chapter cannot function without dedicated board members and the volunteers who
support them. Please consider joining one of the committees.
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We experience a solstice twice a year, on the day when one of the Earth’s poles is at its
maximum tilt away from the sun. In the Northern Hemisphere, we experience the
winter solstice in December. It is the longest night of the year. In Houston the sun will
be visible for 10 hours and 14 min on December 21st. The sun will not rise at all at the
North Pole and will not set at all at the South Pole.

The solstice ha been important to humans since at least the Neolithic, from about 12,000
years ago. Neolithic monuments such as Stonehenge are aligned with either the winter
solstice sunrise or sunset. The Romans celebrated the birthday of the sun on December
25" with festivals and gift giving. Other cultures lit fires to strengthen the sun. Yule or
Midwinter is also part of the Wiccan Wheel of the Year.



To Know the Dark

To go in the dark with a light is to know the light.

To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight,
and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings,
and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings.

- Wendell Berry

Brown pelicans flying along the Texas Gulf Coast — gosdin on Flickr.com



