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Check out our website 

https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/ 

 

Dues are Due! 

Annual Gulf Coast chapter dues are 
due in January.  Everyone who 
wants to remain active in the 
program needs to pay $21/year.   

On our website 
https://txmn.org/gulfcoast/ select 
the Current Members tab, and "Pay 
Dues" button and follow the 
prompts.  You do not need to have a 
PayPal account to pay online. 

For help with paying dues, please 
contact Rebecca Lloyd. 

 

National Bird Day 

In honor of National Bird Day on January 
5th, this newsletter will be focused on 
birds. 
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The Sparrow 

A little bird, with plumage brown, 
Beside my window flutters down, 
A moment chirps its little strain, 
Ten taps upon my window-pane, 
And chirps again, and hops along, 
To call my notice to its song; 
But I work on, nor heed its lay 
Till, in neglect, it flies away. 
 

So birds of peace and hope and love 
Come fluttering earthward from above, 
To settle on life’s window-sills, 
And ease our world of earthly ills; 
But we, in traffic’s rush and din 
Too deep engaged to let them in, 
With deadened heart and sense plod on, 
Nor know our loss till they are gone. 
 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar, 1872-1906 
This poem is in the public domain. 

Screwworms May Make a Comeback  

Screwworms are the parasitic larvae of a fly, Cochliomyia hominivorax.  Although 
eradicated from Texas and New Mexico in the 1960’s, the flies appear to be expanding 
northward.  Texas Parks and Wildlife urges monitoring of wildlife, livestock, and pets for 
signs of infection, including maggots in wounds, decaying flesh smell, depressed 
behavior, headshaking, and loss of appetite. People should clean and cover wounds while 
outdoors and wear insect repellant. 

Sources: TPWD, CBS News 
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The Story of Three Grackles 

Grackles made the news twice in late in 2024, once defending their status as an urban 
bird, the other trying to explain the population crash of the common grackle.  I am surely 
not the only Master Naturalist who has seen grackles squabbling over parking lot trash 
at the local grocery store and not given them a second thought!  This article is meant to 
begin to give grackles their due.  

Three Different Species 

Common, great-tailed and boat-tailed grackles make their home across Texas. Common 
grackles are the smallest and most colorful, with males sporting a bronze back and 
iridescent bluish head.  Great -tailed grackles are larger, with longer tails and yellow 
eyes.  Their plumage is uniformly black with iridescent blue.  Boat-tailed grackles have 
longer, keeled tails and are generally found closer to shore.  The most common grackle 
in Houston is the great-tailed grackle. 

 

The Plight of the Common Grackle 

Birders were some of the first to notice the decline in the common grackle population.  
The Breeding Bird Survey showed a 54% decline in common grackle numbers between 
1966 and 2019.  Studies showed that adult mortality is to blame for the decrease in 
numbers, not lack of nesting success.  Common grackles spend most of their time 
feeding in agricultural fields, possibly being exposed to pesticides in their food.  They 
also draw the attention of farmers who have received permission to kill ‘blackbirds’ in 
their wintering grounds.  As common grackles migrate between their breeding grounds 
in the north and their wintering grounds in the Texas, stressed adults may be less 
successful making the journey.  No single factor may be responsible for the population 
decline; however, it is important to protect even common birds who are rapidly 
becoming less common. 

              

Sources: Dansby, A. Houston Chronicle. Dec 27th, 2024 .  Elbein, A. Texas Highways. Nov 8th, 2024. All 
About Birds. 
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YOUR Chapter Needs YOU 

Our chapter cannot function without dedicated board members and the volunteers who 
support them.  Please consider joining one of the committees.   

 

Before participating, please reach out to the Volunteer Services Team for instructions on 
what activities count and how to record your hours. 


