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Citizen Science at Work - Counting Prairie Dawn
One-foot squares on the ground, each with a counter in the center.
Volunteers close to the ground do their best to count each tiny rosette, most
still without flowers. Population estimates help with conservation efforts.



Organism of the Month
Texas Prairie Dawn (Hymenoxys texana)

Formerly known as Texas Bitterweed, prairie dawn is an annual only found in Fort Bend,
Gregg, Harris, Trinity, and Waller counties. It is listed as endangered by both the federal
and state governments.

A frequently tiny flat rosette (4 -7 cm) of paddle-shaped green to reddish leaves are
present before, during and shortly after blooming. The yellow flat topped flower heads
contain between 40 to over 75 tiny yellow flowers called disc florets. Texas prairie dawn
blooms from February through April. The fruit are 1.5 to 2 mm long with a cylindrical or
pyramidal shape.




Texas Prairie Dawn is found at the base of small mounds in poorly drained, sparsely
vegetated areas. It is also found on slightly salty soil. Habitat loss is the most significant
threat to this plant. Mercer Botanic Garden holds seeds from a Harris county population
and conducts research on Texas Prairie Dawn along with the associated rare species
Houston camphor daisy, Texas windmill grass, and coastal gayfeather.

Source: Texas Parks & Wildlife, Center for Plant Conservation

Weather - Fronts: Warm, Cold, Stationary

Fronts are the edges of moving air masses. A warm front is a mass of warm air that
replaces a mass of cold air. It generally moves from southwest to northeast. While
showers are possible, it generally brings sunnier skies and warmer weather.

A cold front is the opposite. It usually moves from northwest to southeast. Cold fronts
are associated with colder temperatures. While most cold fronts also bring rain and high
winds, Houston can experience dry cold fronts. As the name implies, dry cold fronts
carry little to no precipitation. During summer and fall, they can increase fire danger.

When two air masses collide and neither gets out of the way, a stationary front forms.
These are often associated with heavy rains and possible flooding.

Weather maps use symbols to indicate the location of fronts.

Source: NOAA



