
NATURALIST NOTES 
April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to the 
Newsletter are Always 

Welcome 

Please send pictures with 
captions, articles, book 
reviews, quotes,…… to 
irmi.willcockson@txgcmn.
org. Remember, it does not 
have to be perfect, I’ll be 
happy to edit.  Thanks, Irmi 

YOUR Chapter Needs YOU 

Our chapter cannot function without 
dedicated board members and the 
volunteers who support them.  Please 
consider joining one of the committees.   

 

 

City Nature Challenge Dates 

Observations – April 25th – 28th 

Identifying – April 29th – May 4th 

All observations made in right 
time, right location count! 

New Blue Metallic Bee Identified 

Andrena androfovea performs a ‘handstand’ when 
feeding on flowers in the Solanaceae family, collecting 
pollen using its hind legs and hairy abdomen. – Ethan 
Guion 
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Organism of the Month 

Bee Fly (Poecilanthrax lucifer) 

Although the Bombyliidae family has at least 4,500 
described species, relatively little is known about 
them.  The striped body suggests that the adults are 
mimicking bees to avoid being eaten by predators. 

Sometimes called bomber flies, the adults feed on 
pollen and nectar.  Unlike butterflies, they cannot 
roll up their long proboscis. Eggs are laid near 
suitable hosts, as the larva are predators or 
parasites of other insects.   

This bee fly was observed on fire wheel flowers in a 
disturbed area along Buffalo Bayou.  Wikipedia 
suggests that bee flies are less likely to visit urban 
gardens, and that each species is not abundant 
where found. 

Sources: iNaturalist, Wikipedia 

Book Review 

Night Magic – Adventures among glowworms, moon gardens, and other marvels of the 
dark by Leigh Ann Henion,2024 

Although the author explores the marvels of the dark in Appalachia, many of her 
personal and natural discoveries apply to our place in the world.  Concerned about how 
light pollution has eliminated the experience of night, she goes in search of the dark in 
familiar and new-to-her places.  Henion’s prose is lyrical, weaving together scientific 
facts and personal discoveries.  She acknowledges her fears and seeks out knowledgeable 
companions, from park rangers to the owner of a flower farm. 

‘Night Magic’ was well worth my time.  Although my personal relationship with 
darkness is one of comfortable curiosity, this book has inspired me to search it out 
deliberately.  If you’d like to explore darkness on the pages of a book before you venture 
out, I highly recommend it. 

Bee fly nectaring on Firewheel 
(Gallardia).  Notice the swept wing 
posture characteristic of bee flies. 
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Announcing:  Gulf Coast Chapter Book Club! 

 

Our naturalist chapter book club is launching in May. To accommodate members' needs, 
we will offer both online evening and in-person afternoon meetings. Initially, the club 
will meet bi-monthly.  

Evening online:  First Monday of alternating months. First meeting May 5th, 7 pm.  
Host/facilitator: Dr. Lisa Morano 

Afternoon in-person: First Wednesday of alternating months. First meeting May 7, 2 
pm. Host/facilitator: Deb Currie. Location: Edith Moore Sanctuary (confirmation 
pending) 

Our first book is "Bicycling with Butterflies" by Sara Dyckman. Winner of the 2021 
National Outdoor Book Award. This book chronicles Dykman's amazing 10,000 mile 
bicycle journey following the monarchs' migration from Mexico to Canada and back. 
Through this book, you'll share the perils and triumphs of the amazing journey of these 
incredible insects. Attending and participating in the book club discussion will provide 1 
hour of Advanced Training (AT).  Use AT-GCMN-Other; with description "GCMN 
Sponsored Book Club - NAME OF BOOK" to log in VMS. 

Additional details and RSVP information will be provided by the hosts two weeks prior to 
the meetings.  

Meeting dates for the rest of the year will be finalized and announced in the coming 
weeks. 

Recent 
Observations (L to 
R) 

Mary Spolyar, Rich 
Sommer, Lauren 
Simpson. 

iNat 
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In April 

Again the woods are odorous, the lark 

Lifts on upsoaring wings the heaven gray  

That hung above the tree-tops, veiled and dark,  

Where branches bare disclosed the empty day. 

 

After long rainy afternoons an hour  

Comes with its shafts of golden light and flings  

Them at the windows in a radiant shower,  

And rain drops beat the panes like timorous wings. 

 

Then all is still. The stones are crooned to sleep  

By the soft sound of rain that slowly dies;  

And cradled in the branches, hidden deep  

In each bright bud, a slumbering silence lies. 

- Rainer Maria Rilke 
Poem in the public domain 
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Force Speed Description Specifications for use at sea 
(mph) (knots) Specifications for use on land 

0 0-1 0-1 Calm Sea like a mirror. 
Calm; smoke rises vertically. 

1 1-3 1-3 Light Air Ripples with the appearance of scales are formed, but without foam 
crests. 
Direction of wind shown by smoke drift, but not by wind vanes. 

2 4-7 4-6 Light Breeze Small wavelets, still short, but more pronounced. Crests have a 
glassy appearance and do not break. 
Wind felt on face; leaves rustle; ordinary vanes moved by wind. 

3 8-12 7-10 Gentle Breeze Large wavelets. Crests begin to break. Foam of glassy appearance. 
Perhaps scattered white horses. 
Leaves and small twigs in constant motion; wind extends light flag. 

    
 

        
         

 

Weather – Measuring Wind Speed and Direction 

Wind is air in motion. Meteorologists generally talk about wind as horizontal, with both 
a speed and direction.  Wind direction is where the wind is coming from.  Instruments 
used to measure wind include a weathervane for direction and an anemometer for wind 
speed. 

The earliest mention of weathervanes comes from 1800 – 
1600 BCE Babylon.  Modern weathervanes combine the 
instruments for wind speed and direction. 

Weather vane by Richard 
Sutcliffe 

http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/nssl/nssl0161.htm 

Sir Francis Beauford 
developed a scale for 
estimating wind speed 
visually in 1805.  The 
Beauford scale is geared 
towards observations at 
sea but has been updated 
to include observations 
made on land. 
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