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So What Is This Drought           

Good For, Anyway?  

We are all tired of complaining 

about the weather, and there is 

nothing we can do about it anyway.  

So I have been thinking, there must  
be something good about the drought  

and the heat, and I have come up 

with this list of benefits:  

¶ Did you notice chiggers were 

practically nonexistent this spring?  

Evidently the heat got to them too . 

¶ Itôs been so dry, thereôs been 
nowhere for mosquitoes to breed.   

¶ Fire ants have gone way under-

ground to find moisture, so they  

havenôt been a nuisance this 

summer.  

¶ This time last year, I was waging  
war on a daily basis with  

undesirable plants that the rains  

had brought in -  bull thistle and 

cocklebur were the worst culprits,  

and I got pretty obsessive about  

hunting them down, chopping 
them out and disposing of the 

seed heads. This year I usually 

come back from my thistle 

patrol  empty -handed.  

¶ On the other hand, there are 

plenty of plants that normally go  

unloved which are now earning my  

respect because theyôre providing 
the only greenery out there. 

Think frostweed, Queenôs delight, 

and Mexican hat, to name a few.   

¶ Weôve had lots more birds at our 

feeders this summer: flocks of 

spectacular painted buntings,  

bright orange - red summer 
tanagers, and many hummingbirds.  

There isnôt much of anything for 

them to eat out there, so theyôre 

all regulars at our feeders. Of 

course, the down side to this is 

the expense of all that sugar 
and seed.  

¶ No grass to mow. If youôre still 

watering a lawn, itôs time to 

rethink your priorities.  

¶ Riparian areas have a chance 

to rejuvenate and stabilize 
banks with vegetation.  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE ... Phyllis Muska  

The Class of 2011 reception will 

occur Monday, August 22  

at the Kerr Arts and  

Cultural Center.  Please join  

us at 6:30p.m. to welcome  

new class members  to our 

Hill Country Chapter and 

the Master Naturalist program.  

Mentors will introduce each new 

candidate.  31 students 

have been accepted for 

the 2011 class.  

Classes begin Wednesday,  

August 24 at 8:30 a.m. 

at Texas Lions Camp.  

The Texas Star 
 

 Newsletter of the  

 Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter  

Rare, Endangered, 

and Threatened               

in the four counties.  

 

Black Bear  

Ursus americanus  
 

Kerr County  

Continued, page 2.  
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It is foolish  

to let a young redwood  

grow next to a house.  

Even in this  

one lifetime, you will have to choose.  

That great calm being,  

this clutter of soup pots and books -   

Already the first branch - tips brush at the window.  

Softly, calmly, immensity taps at your life.  

Jane Hirshfield, "Tree", Given Sugar, Given Salt , 2001  

 
      Since the organizationôs founding in 1998,         

Texas Master Naturalists have contributed more than 

1,003,409 hours of service on 90,000 acres of wildlife 

and native plant habitats, and reached more than                 
1.2 million Texas residents of all ages.                                        

These volunteer efforts are worth                                            

more than $20 million.   

 Do you know?
 

THIS MONTH WE HONOR  

 

2011 Re -Certification  

Horned Lizard   

Barbara Lowenthal  
 

Roger McRoberts  

First Year Certification  

Dragonfly  

 

Special First Year     

Re-Certification  

Horned Lizard  

Paula Smith  

Milestones  
  

 

Bronze 250 Hours  
    

Jim Burgin  

Eileen Gotke  

Tom Hynes  

Tom Schall  

Presidentôs message continued. 

¶ Even though itôs hot, you may have noticed 

youôre perspiring very little. Well, actually, 

youôre perspiring just as much as ever, 

but because the humidity is so low, your 

perspiration evaporates before you even 

notice. And you can leave your iced tea 
glass on the table  with no fear of leaving 

a ring: the condensation evaporates before  

it has a chance to sweat onto the furniture.   

¶ If youôre planning a picnic or an outdoor 

wedding, you probably donôt need to 

worry about rain spoiling your plans.  

¶ Hang your laundry on the line and your 

clothes dry in minutes.  

¶ No need to waste time checking the 

weather forecast.  

Some of these ñbenefitsò are tongue-in -cheek, 

and none outweigh the seriousness of the 
drought situation. But they may give us a little 

different perspective to help us make it through  

what promises to be an endless summer.  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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ADVANCED TRAINING  

AT 11 -095 ECOSYSTEMS FOR RANGE AND WILDL IFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT  

Fridays, September 2, and October 7; 1 -5P; Kerr Wildlife Management Area (KWMA), free  

Kerr WMA offers public seminars the first of each month beginning in August. Topics discussed includ e: 

white - tailed deer management, grazing management, prescribed burning and brush control as well as 
how these management techniques effect threatened and endangered species.  

Registration: required call Lisa Wolle at KWMA headquarters, 830 -238 -4483.  

AT 11 -107 DEALING WITH THE DROUGHT  

Thursday, August 18, 2 -3P, Comfort High School Ag Science Classroom, $10.  

Sponsored by Texas AgriLife Extension Service. Dr. Rick Machen, Extension Livestock Specialist, will cover  

livestock feeding and care. Dr. Buddy Faries from the Texas Veterinary Medicine Diagnostics Lab at Texas 
A&M University will discuss situations during the drought and how to address problems related to water.  

AT 11 -105 WANTED: CEDAR, DEAD AND ALIVE  

Tuesday, August 30, 7 -8P, Gillespie County Historical Society, free.  

Fredericksburg Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas August meeting and program. Elizabeth 

McGreevy, the ñCedar Ladyò, will rely on updated and new research to show that not all cedars are ñbadò 
and that they can be used to manage Hill Country soils and water flows.  

Report   

hours  

every  

month! 

sandy325@windstream.net  

AT 11 -104 BROWN BAG LUNCH AND LEARN  

Monday, September 12, Noon -1P, RNC, members and children $3/others $6.  

Topic to be announced  

AT 11 -059 TREES AND SHRUBS ID  

Wednesday, September 14, 1P, Texas Lions Camp, free.  

Jim Stanley will provide knowledge and identification tools for native plants.  

AT 11 -060 FORBS ID  

Wednesday, October 5, 1P, Texas Lions Camp, free.  

John Huecksteadt will educate participants about native forbs and their identification.  

AT 11 -106 RIPARIAN SUMMIT  

Thursday, October 6, 9A -4P, Blue Star Contemporary Art Center San Antonio, free, lunch provided.  

A gathering of passionate riparian people! The Remarkable Riparian Summit presents a new opportunity 

to Map the Future for Functional Creeks & Rivers in Texas. Hosted by the Nueces River Authority.  
Registration required: space limited, register online or contact Sky Jones -Lewey, slewey@nueces - ra.org  

T 11 -061 GRASS ID  

Wednesday, October 26, 1P, Texas Lions Camp, free.  

Jim Stanley will provide knowledge and identification tools for native grasses.  

AT 11 -102 TEXAS INVA SIVE PLANT AND PEST CONFERENCE  

November 8 -  10, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Austin,  

Texas Invasive Plant and Pest Council hosts the fourth statewide conference on invasive species.            

A professional level meeting including keynotes, concurrent sessions, posters, field trips, and symposia 
Visit the 2011 Conference Website at texasinvasives.org .  

droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

DM_state.htm?TX,S  

From Mike Mecke  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.reallifecoaching.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/todo-list.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.reallifecoaching.net/effective-to-do-list-tips/&usg=__MOL-qeDzjBIsheAMa0qTkFVncQk=&h=294&w=288&sz=72&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tb
mailto:sandy325@windstream.net
mailto:slewey@nueces-ra.org
http://www.texasinvasives.org
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/DM_state.htm?TX,S
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/DM_state.htm?TX,S
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Cathy Downs and Gracie Waggener  are TWA Volunteers of the Year   

by Koy Coffer  

Koy Coffer  

Cathy Downs and Gracie Waggener, Hill Country Chapter Master Naturalists, work diligently to 

provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural 

resources and wildlife within their communities.  

About three years ago, Cathy and Gracie offered to help with a Texas Wildlife Association (TWA)  

summer youth program at Kerrville -Schreiner City Park.  After finding out that kids really did not  

bite, and seeing how excited they got exploring the outdoors, Cathy and Gracie said they would 

be glad to help again if needed.    

Thatôs all it took. From then on whenever L.A.N.D.S. programs were in the Hill Country, Cathy 

and Gracie were involved. They volunteered time and knowledge at Field Days, Teacher Trainings,  

the TWA Convention, and volunteer workshops. They set -up booths in various locations across 

Texas to help recruit other Master Naturalists and outdoor educators.   

That alone would be enough to nominate them for Volunteers of the Year, but thereôs more. 

Cathy and  Gracie are regularly called upon by other organizations to talk about plants, trees, 

bats, butterflies, and other nature topics. They somehow find an opportunity to bring up TWA 

and all that TWA offers -  an important tool in building membership.  This past year TWA/

L.A.N.D.S. has been introduced to new partnerships and new contacts.  

Having Cathy and Gracie as TWA volunteers not only helps TWAôs Conservation Legacy program, 

they also help TWA as a whole due to their vast experience and willingness to do whatever is 

needed.  

Congratulations Cathy and Gracie -  well deserved!  



Announcing the Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter 

    Class of 2011 
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Read more about the new class members in the September Texas Star . 

Joan Broussard  

Sally Garrett  

Louis Giusti  

Anne Graves  

Jan Grimes  

Tara Randle  

Bandera County 

Stephen Bishop  

Ann Carabin  

Dan Carabin  

Daneshu Clarke  

Sharron Jay  

Bob Wiedenfeld  

Kendall County 

Melody Rose Baker  

Timothy Lewis  

Woodrow Mock  

George Leland Richeson, Jr.  

Robert David Smith  

Ken Weber  

Monte Wise  

 

Kerr County  

Gillespie County 

Betty Clyburn   

Laura Mae Huett  

Carl Luckenbach  

Pat McCormick  

Ric McCormick   

Kay Plavidal   

Carole Reed  

Rick Scott  

Blanco County -  Merrily Labarthe  

 

Medina County -  Phillip Brush  

 

Travis County -  Ernest Smith  

 

Uvalde County -  Michelle Crawford  

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


Master Naturalists began presenting nature study 

programs to school children of working parents in 

grades K through 5 at the new Kerrville Kroc Center  

this year. The Salvation Army had a history of providing  

an after -school program in their older building on 

Hays Street, but the number of children  they could 

accommodate was limited by the size of the building.  

The construction of the beautiful new and large 

building on Holdsworth Drive allowed many more 

children to receive the benefit of a safe and stimulating  

environment between the time school released and the 

parentsô work day ended. 

When enrollment 

opened to Kerrville 

families, the numbers 

quickly jumped to 

capacity of 120.  

The Salvation Armyôs goal of providing a positive 

experience for children is a goal  Master Naturalists 

also strive to achieve.  Our challenge has been to plan 

a monthly program which would be enjoyable yet a 

learning experience that was not just an extension 

of the long school day.  We knew that a program 

presented to school children with a wide range of 

ages and abilities had to present the subjects in 

different levels and we found ways to accommodate  

the age spans.                                                  

We began Nature  

Study programs 

in January 2011 

and continued  

through May with  

the subject of 

bats provided by  

Nyta Brown from  

Old Tunnel Wildlife  

Management Area.  

Project volunteers,  

Steve Clyburn 

and Dr. Guy 
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Harrison, planned two programs on water cycle, 

conservation, treatment, watershed, and aquatic insects  

with the assistance of UGRA employees Travis Linscomb  

and Tara Bushnoe. Koy Coffer, and  some great 

L.A.N.D.S. volunteers, gave an energetic  program 

on mammals that included track molding,  games, 

 and other activities. We finished  

 the school year with a bug 

 program provided by Virginia 

 Sawin which gave the children  

 a chance to be up close and 

 personal with creepy crawler s.   

This is a brief summary of what happened at the 

Kroc on the third Thursday of these months from 

3p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  This could not have happened 

without a core group of Master Naturalists like 

Diane McMahon, Nina Wagner, Mary Frances Watson,  

John Sloan, and volunteer Betty Clyburn.   

 

ñThe old program had only 43 children. 

We expect 175 children in the after -school  

program beginning in September. We need 

more Master Naturalists to help.ò  

 

by Martha Miesch, project leader  

Mary Frances Watson making bat masks.  

Diane McMahon and Travis Linscomb demonstrating the                                                                                                                                        
watershed model.   Kids loved this.  

continued, page 7.  



The Kroc staff helped supervise and were super.  

For those of you who are pondering if this is a project that 

might interest you, please contact me or any of the Master 

Naturalists named in this narrative about how you can get 

involved. We will plan programs for 2011 -2012 beginning in 

September.  The Kroc staff wants us to continue Nature Study  

programs for the community kids.  Look at the photos and 

decide if you can see yourself in these images, then email 

me at marthamiesch@msn.com . 
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John Sloan and Gracie Waggener leading a game.  

Martha Miesch making bat masks.  

Dr. Guy Harrison and John Sloan demonstrating the water cycle.  

Virginia Sawin teaching about bugs to a full house in the 
auditorium.  

Steve Clyburn talking about water vocabular y. 

mailto:marthamiesch@msn.com?subject=KROC%20CENTER
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The very words conjure images 

of kids tossing aside their books 

and backpacks and diving into 

months of learning - free summer 

bliss!  I am glad to say that I 

know a really sweet little group 

of kids who definitely do not fit 

into that mold.    

Riverside Nature Center's Young 

Naturalist Club is made -up of 

kids who have completed the 

Junior Naturalist program. These 

kids are a joy to work with, and delight us 

with their love of nature and their forever   

eagerness to learn more.  Even on the dog days  

of summer, these kiddos chose to  step away 

from their electronics and  leave their air -

conditioned homes to explore and learn more 

about the natural world around them.  They 

were not the only ones.  Hill Country Chapter 

Master Naturalist volunteers were right there 

with them, sweating away, while giving generously  

of their time and talents! Here's what our summer  

looked like:  

In May, Nature Game Day was a fun way to 

start our summer.  Games included:  

¶ ñBird Bingoò, a game that helped 

us learn to identify native birds by 

sight and sound.  

¶ "What Can You Fit on a Penny?",  a 

game that  encouraged  observation 

skills on small scale . 

¶ "Oh Deer!", a ProjectWild 

game that reinforced the kids' 

knowledge of what animals  need in 

their habitats and demonstrated  how 

the deer population varies based on 

available resources and predation.  What 

fun!  

In June, we visited with chapter 

member Karen Millikan and Riverside  

Nature Center's resident critters.  Karen 

did an amazing job teaching the 

kids about reptiles and their care.  

The kids were delighted to take 

Chunker the Snake out for a walk on  

the grounds and they even got to see  

him eat!   A memorable experience,  to 

be sure.  

In July, a wonderful outing to 

Schreiner Park! Chapter member 

Koy Coffer did an outstanding  job 

teaching the kids about Hill Country  

Cathy Downs  shares her knowledge of butterflies and  hands -on 

activities with Young Naturalist Club members  during a visit to 

Schreiner Park's butterfly garden, along with Sandy Leyendecker, 

Gracie Waggener,  and Laura Baker.  

Summer time!        

Continued, page 9.  
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Karen Millikan teaches Young Naturalists  

about reptiles  and their care.  

Koy Coffer and  Gracie Waggener  share 
pelts of  Hill Country mammals with 
Young Naturalists. Koy teaches 
about the animals' adaptations.  

Summer time, continued.  

mammals  and their adaptations. The kids were thrilled with 

the hands -on learning and really enjoyed finding signs of 

mammals on their own. We proceeded to the beautiful 

butterfly  garden which our chapter friends do such a      

remarkable job of maintaining. Chapter member Cathy 

Downs taught our group about butterflies and plants that 

attract them. Chapter  members Gracie Waggener, Sandy 

Leyendecker,  and  Laura Baker helped with the class. These 

ladies were fantastic hosts and the kids certainly  

learned a lot from them. Our visit to the butterfly garden 

was topped off 

by exploration  

time. The kids got 

to make their own 

discoveries in the 

butterfly garden. 

We love butterflies !  

HUGE THANKS to 

all who have been  

part of providing these fun summer  activities for our kids! 

We are so lucky to have you as teachers!    
 

If you would like to teach this   terrific group  of kids about a   

particular nature topic, send  your ideas to Stephanie  at 

earthenlearner@gmail.com . 

mailto:earthenlearner@gmail.com


August 2011                                                 txmn.org/hillcountry                                         Page 10  

HEY, WHAT IS THAT ? 

Be first to discover the creature in the image  

below and you will find yourself with the   

psychedelic dragonfly  next month .                

Click to enter .    

 
 
Eco Mania  
 
 

 

 
 
WeatherCyclopedia  

 

 

 
 
iNaturalist  

Whatõs your favorite app?  
Share it with us at denbow@gvtc.com . 

The more you read, the more things you will know.  
The more that you learn, the more places youôll go. 

Dr. Suess  

B O O K S  F O R  N A T U R A L I S TS  

Avian Architecture:  
How Birds Design,   
Engineer, and Build  

Peter Goodfellow  

2011  

   August  
 

Your name here  
* * * * * * * * * *  

Stephanie Stone Perry  

The Texas Master Naturalist program's Assistant 
Program Coordinator Sonny Arnold will retire 
August 31. 
 

We will  celebrate Sonny's service and retirement 
at the Statewide Annual Meeting and Advanced 
Training October 21 through 23 at MO Ranch. 
  

Anyone wishing to contribute to a gift for Sonny 
please send a check payable to  

Michelle Haggerty                                                             
309 Sidney Baker South                                                       
Kerrville, Texas 78028. 

 

Please send notes of congratulations and thank 
yous to Michelle. Letters will be compiled into a 
scrapbook for Sonny. 
 

Please send donations and letters by October 5. 
 

Questions? Call Michelle at 830-896-2504. 

mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=What%20is%20that?
http://www.sebymoisei.com/
http://www.telemet.com/didactico/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=Iphone%20apps
http://www.sebymoisei.com/
http://www.telemet.com/didactico/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
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Old Tunnel Wildlife Management Area has hiking                         

trails. Old Tunnel has more than 20,000 visitors a                               

year and many take time to hike along the old rail                            

bed and loop trail that was built a few years ago.                         

The trails are open every day and visitors like to                       

walk the trails while waiting for the bats to emerge                

from the tunnel. Although the trails are only about                   

a half mile in length, hikers get a good workout.                      

Heavy daily use caused erosion to take 

its toll.   

A volunteer team of Hill Country 

Chapter Master Naturalists and other 

Old Tunnel volunteers recently took 

on the challenge to rework the trail 

boundaries, build a new switchback 

to climb up the rail bed, and reroute 

several areas where water erosion 

caused issues over the years.  The   

volunteer team of Warren Ferguson, 

Eileen Gotke, Robert Howell, Bob 

McKinley, Floyd Trefny, Nyta Brown, 

and John Ahrns came out for six    

service days.  Robert Howell brought 

his four -wheel drive ATV to help haul 

rail ties to make steps and build dams to channel water away 

from the trails.  The work consisted of installing new wood 

steps on the steeper  inclines, 

hauling rocks to  mark 

boundaries, reworking 

 the trail signage, and digging.  

 And, yes thatôs diggingé  

 The trail is once again open 

 to visitors.  There are new 

 switchbacks, steps, and 

 clear paths for all to enjoy. 

Floyd Trefny, Eileen Gotke, Nyta Brown, Robert Howell, Bob McKinley.  

by Floyd Trefny 

Nyta Brown, Eileen Gotke, John Ahrns, 

and Robert Howell.  
Nyta Brown, Floyd Trefny, and Robert 

Howell.  

Robert Howell and Bob McKinley.  

New switchback trail.  

Old Tunnel Hiking                 

Trails Refurbished  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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The 2011 Kerrville butterfly species and individual  

counts are in. As it turns out, 2011 was not 

our worst year. 2008 still holds the record of 

lowest species and individual counts.    

This year nine observers found 24 species 

and 114 individuals. A 50% reduction from 
2010ôs 47 species.   

Three species were new highs: Lyside Sulphur,  

Least Skipper, and Sachem.  It appears we 

had a minor invasion of Lyside Sulphurs as 

their numbers increased as the day wore on.  

The other high count was the temperature. 

This was our hottest year to conduct a count -  
77 to 97 degrees.   

This was our lowest year of Pipevine Swallowtails.  

Brushfoot butterflies remain the big missing 

group. No new species were added. The Kerrville  

total species count is 61 since 2002.  

Thanks to all who showed up to count.  

Tom Collins, compiler  

KERRVILLE NABA RESUL TS  

 

from Tom Collins  

Orange -Barred Sulphur Phoebis philea  

This is a very south Texas species 

that extend their range from time to 

time.   When I saw it I knew it was 

special.   It is a large bright yellow 

sulphur and has been confirmed by 

Terry Doyle and others to be a male 

Orange -Barred Sulphur. A new 

ranch and county record for me.  

Tom Collins  

Gorge Preservation Society 
and The Heritage Museum 
of the Texas Hill Country  
are planning two events 
on Saturday, November 5 

to honor Dr. Bill Ward, 
the First Friend of the 
Gorge at Canyon Lake.   

The celebration starts with 
a hike into the Gorge 
beginning promptly at 

9:30a.m. Meet at the Overlook Park 
Gorge Kiosk between 9:15and 9:30a.m.   

Unveiling of the memorial honoring Bill 
and his caring nature will occur at 10a.m.   

At 10:30 the group will proceed to the Tye 
Preston Memorial Library for another  
Ward dedication, followed by refreshments  
at 11:00. The Heritage Museum of the 
Texas Hill Country will present a geologic 
map of the United States to the Tye Preston 
Memorial Library to honor Billôs memory. 

If you plan to go on the hike, please wear 
good walking shoes and bring water.  

Sachem Skipper Atalopedes campestris 

Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor   

Lyside Sulphur Kricogonia lyside   

Tom Collins  

Tom Collins  

Tom Collins  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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Love Creek Preserve (LCP)  

is a popular project with chapter volunteers.  A new trail is 

being built to provide access to the creek. It will be a   

pleasant alternative to the current four -wheel drive method.   

The new access is from an easy drive over gravel and 

paved roads to a point where a hike down approximately  

2,500 feet of trail with a 338 feet vertical drop leads 

to the creek.  

On my last trip to LCP, I used my GPSr to follow flags 

that were placed marking the proposed trail. Results 

of my GPSr recording have been uploaded to Google 

Earth. I also plotted a grade profile. A hike on the current  

undeveloped trail takes about 15 minutes with some 

degree of difficulty in a few areas that the trail team 

will make safer.  

The trail is only flagged with some vegetation removed,  

so the real work is ahead.    

Click on the link for sign -up information from the  

Central Texas Trail Tamers to get volunteers out for   

a weekend to start constructing the trail.                  

 trailtamers.org/clubportal/EventDetailPublic2  

The trail building weekend begins at 5p.m. September 

30 ending at 5p.m October 2. Camping on the preserve  

will be permitted during this project.   Visit the link to 

sign up for a great weekend and learn more.    

from Tom Collins  

Boerne Main Plaza 
September 17   11A-10:30P 

Upper Cibolo Watershed Festival will 
highlight programs provided by local 
government, state agencies, non-

profits and regional businesses that 
assist individuals with decisions     
impacting natural resource use. 

Sponsored by: 
City of Boerne 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Texas Master Naturalist                                      

Annual Meeting                                              

and Advanced Training  

October 21 -23   

Mo Ranch at Hunt  

 Registration information coming.  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://www.trailtamers.org/clubportal/EventDetailPublic2.cfm?clubID=481&EventID=149916


Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census  

new species 

Tom Schall added the                                  
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus.  

Lark Sparrows are usually found on                   

open ranch land.                                                 

This bird was a migrant through RNC.  
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Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census 8/5/2011  

Highlight of the day was a new butterfly 

species - Statira Sulphur Aphrissa statira . 

It remained for a long time allowing 

several photographs that  were submitted 

to Terry Doyle for confirmation and to the  

ñButterflies and Moths of North Americaò 

web site that is collecting records of new  

species for a state. Based on the sites 

current  list, the statira would be a new 

county record . 

 We were also entertained by a raccoon    

 family of five all fitting into a live oak 

 tree hole.  Mamaôs rear end and four kits. 

Tom Collins  

Tom Collins  

Cynthia Johnson  

Harriet Warren  

Tom Collins  

Call 811 before digging near utility lines  

  ñKnow whatôs below, call before you dig.ò  

Texas811  is a one -call notification service that 

works to prevent damage to buried utilities.  

When you call 811, you will be asked for 

the location and description of the projec t. 

The utility companies will locate and 

mark the  approximate location of utility 

lines within 48 hours. Once lines have 

been marked, you can begin to carefully 

dig, taking care to avoid damage to the 

marked lines.   

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://www.texas811.org
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It's true,100% of your hunting and fishing license fees go to the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department for on -the-ground conservation efforts that help  

make Texas one of the best places in the country to hunt and fish. Fish 

stocking, wildlife management, habitat restoration, land conservation, and  

Texas Game Wardens are just some of the initiatives funded in part by your 

license fees. Thank you for your investment in Texas' natural resources. For 

more information on the types of licenses available, where you can purchase 

a license, hunting and fishing rules and regulations, and much more, explore 

  www.tpwd.state.tx.us/business/licenses  

Did you 

know that 

100%                                                                    
of your hunting 

and fishing        

license fees go 

to conservation ? 

Project Code KL - 04 - B                                            

James Kiehl River Bend Park (JKRB)  

4 th  Tuesday of each month beginning           

September 27, 2011 @ 8:00 am  
 

We are looking for volunteers to contribute 

and learn while developing a comprehensive 

bird census of the birds observed or heard in 

JKRB park.  

Project Code KL -04 - D             

Kreutzberg Canyon Natural Area (KCNA)  

3 rd  Tuesday of each month beginning                

September 20, 2011 @ 8:00 am  

We are looking for volunteers to contribute 

and learn while developing a comprehensive 
bird census of the birds observed or heard in 

KCNA.  

Contact Carolyn Bean at curione@yahoo.com  to participate in these exciting, educational new projects.   

New Volunteer Opportunities   

LIVING GREEN WHEN EVERYTHING IS TURNING BROWN:                                       

TIPS TO HELP YOUR TREES SURVIVE A DROUGHT 
 

Texas Forest Service tree experts have compiled  a handful of helpful tips                                                  

for folks trying to nurse  their trees through this drought:  
 

7. Consult with a certified arborist before doing anything -  building a home or extending a 

driveway -  that could disrupt the root system.  

6. Monitor trees for symptoms of stress. Trees are like people ð when theyôre under stress, 

theyôre more susceptible to disease and insect attacks.  

5. Donôt fertilize trees. Let the tree slow down its growth and respiration rate to compensate for 

the lack of water.  

4. Donôt give up on the tree just because the leaves turn brown. The tree may have gone dor-

mant this season. Keep watering. (Pine trees are the exception.)  

3. Never prune your tree during a drought. It reduces the treeôs ability to make food, transport 

water and survive.  

2. Donôt plant trees during this drought. Itôs better to wait until the soil has regained some of 

its moisture.  

1. And the most important thing: Water, water, water! * Water slow, water steady and water 

regularly. * know your local restrictions  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/business/licenses/index.phtml
mailto:curione@yahoo.com


Kreutzberg Canyon   

Natural Area                 
 

                       

       7A -  Dusk  

143 Mark Twain Drive   Kendall County  
 

Email Kristie, denbow@gvtc.com, to share  

your talents in our wonderful new natural area . 

is Open!  

from Sandy Pena 

August    is the time    

 when wasps 

start growing the next generation 

for colony dispersal. Wasps tend 

to be more aggressive  during this 

month, especially yellow jackets 

and red wasps . 

For good information about 

identifying wasps visit   whyisthe-

answer.com/what/ .  

T  here are some who can live without 

wild things, and some who cannot.  

Like winds and sunsets, wild things 

were taken for granted until progress  

began to do away with them.  Now we 

face the question whether a still higher 

'standard of living' is worth its cost in  

things natural, wild, and free.  For us of 

the minority, the opportunity to see geese 

is more important than television, and 

the chance to find a pasque-flower is a 

right as inalienable as free speech. 

Aldo Leopold,  A Sand County Almanac, 1909 

http://www.whyistheanswer.com/what/
http://www.whyistheanswer.com/what/


VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY  

Phyllis Muska - President 

Bob McKinley - Vice President  

Anne Cassidy - Secretary 

Cathy Downs - Treasurer 

Steve Clyburn - Director of Advanced Training  

Lisa Williams - Director of Class Training   

Susan Longacre - Director of Communications  

Koy Coffer - Director of Membership  

Reidun Hilleman - Director of Volunteer Service Projects 

Vern Crawford - 2010 New Class Representative 

John Huecksteadt - Immediate Past President 

Board of Directors 2011 

Hill Country Chapter 

 
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 
to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities . 

Texas Master Naturalist mission:  

 

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the                                 

Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.  

News, stories, comments, and ideas are welcome.  

Please contact Kristie Denbow , denbow@gvtc.com . 

Texas Star  

Lindheimera texana  

Questions about our chapter?  
 

Contact Koy Coffer                              

Director of Membership                                              

kcoffer@texas -wildlife.org  

We meet the fourth Monday of each month 

(excluding June and December) at 7:00p.m. in the                                                            

Upper Guadalupe River Authority Lecture Hall  

at 125 North Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.  

Join us  at 6:30p.m. for a fun social half -hour.  

 We welcome anyone interested in our meeting 

topic or the Texas Master Naturalist program . 

Hill Country Chapter does not recommend or endorse items of 

interest published in The Texas Star. Items of interest are for 

information only. Opinions expressed are those of the authors .  

a 501(c)(3) corporation  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://tce.tamu.edu/
http://masternaturalist.tamu.edu/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HCMN%20Newsletter
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org

