
HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER  

Mike Krueger, District Leader of 

Texas Parks and Wildlife  
Department Edwards 
Plateau Wildlife     

District, will present 
an overview of the 

five subspecies of wild 
turkey occurring in the 
United States with 

emphasis on the life  
history and habitat 

needs  of the Rio 
Grande subspecies.  
 

Mr. Krueger was born and raised 

in Guadalupe County 
near Seguin.  He is based  

in Kerrville and supervises  
15 wildlife biologists  and 

technicians in his 25 -

county distric t.  
 

Join us Monday, October  
25 at 7p.m. in the UGRA  

Lecture Hall. Arrive 
early for our social 

ñhalf-hourò beginning 

at 6:30p.m.  
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could ever describe that look, but I 

know innately something good was 

going on there.  

Somehow what shone through all 
the activity was a passion and 

commitment to native plants, and 
to a certain extent, to people.  No 
matter whether I saw people buying,  

selling, greeting, toting, or teaching,  
the atmosphere was one of excitement  

and, yes, passion.  

So I thought, as I was falling off   

to sleep, that if I were to have a    
second chance at life it would be to 
do something that brought with it 

the kind of passion I experienced 
this weekend.  And since there is 

no second chance in my book, it 
reminds me to make sure to write 

the remaining chapters as well as 
possible.  What a wonderful gift the 
TMN program gives us in wanting 

to lead the rest of our lives as fully 

as possible.  

Two Lives  

I am not a reincarnationist.  In my 

opinion, and at least for the ñmeò 
who now holds that opinion, there is 

no second chance to do it better.  

Last night, after having spent part 

of the weekend at the RNC/HCMN 
native plant sale, as I drifted off to 
Lily Whiteôs party, the faces of all 

the volunteers and participants I 
met during the plant sale swooshed 

through my mind.  I  remembered 
the woman who sheepishly commented  
to me as she loaded another two -

gallon plant into a $140 - laden cart, 
ñWe wait for this all year!ò  I guess 

she thought I thought she was    
being selfish; I do not know.  I      
re -heard snippets of conversations 

about ñwet feetò and ñshade-loving.ò  
I quite clearly saw the look on the 

face of a dear 10 -year -old blond 
perching a butterfly on her banana -
anointed finger. I do not know if I 
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...my curiosities 

sparked, once    

again.   
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Spot - tailed                  
earless lizard  

Holbrookia lacerate  
 

Gillespie County  



THIS MONTH WE HONOR  

Milestones  
  

Silver 2,500 hours       

Kristie Denbow  

Cathy Downs 
 

Brushed Silver 500 hours  

Stephanie Perry 

Rebecca Shupp 
 

Bronze 250 hours  

Floyd Trefny  

2010 Re -Certification  

Wood Duck   

David Edgar 

Rhoda Reynolds 

 

 

 

First Year Certification  

Dragonfly  

Reidun Hilleman  

Paul Pedersen 
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©Garry Speir  

Use the talents you possess -  for the woods would be a very 
silent place if no birds sang except for the best.  

     Henry Van Dyke  

 Wild turkeys are native to the Americas and probably 

evolved from pheasant - like ancestors.  Pre-Aztec peoples 
around south -central Mexico first domesticated turkeys 

about 800 B.C.  Ancestral Puebloans ate turkey and used 
the feathers as ornaments.  Vasco de Gama introduced                             

wild turkeys into Europe.  

 Do you know?
 

Barkley and Jack say,  

ñGet your Hill Country 

Chapter gate sign today!ò 
 

24òx18ò- $45.00  

16òx 12ò - $30.00  
 

Signs are made from .40 gauge     

aluminum with a baked enamel finis h.          

They have pre -drilled holes for easy   

attachment to posts, fences, or gates.    
 

Contact Gracie Waggener at                        
gwaggener@flow -apps.com   

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:gwaggener@flow-apps.com?subject=Chapter%20Merchandise


ADVANCED TRAINING ..... Your chance to learn more  
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KERR COUNTY RANGE AN D WILDLIFE SEMINAR   AT 10 -107  

 Tuesday, October 19, 2:30p.m. -  7p.m., Kerr Wildlife Management Area (Kerr WMA)  
 Presenter: Texas AgriLife Extension Service in cooperation with Texas Farm Bureau and Kerr 

 County Soil and Water Conservation District.  
 A Range and Wildlife Seminar in the Lee and Ramona Bass Conference Center at Kerr WMA  
 in  Hunt.  Speakers will include Clayton Wolf, Wildlife Division Director, Texas Parks and 

 Wildlife Department in Austin; Dr. Bob Lyons, Extension Range Specialist from Uvalde; and 

 Larry Redmon, Extension Forage Specialist from College Station.  

FORBS IDENTIFICATION  AT 10 -102  
Wednesday, October 20, 1p.m. ï 3p.m., Lions Camp classroom  

Presenter: John Huecksteadt  

Learn to ID common Hill Country forbs. The program will be given after the regular class training.    

TEXAS MASTER NATURAL IST STATE MEETING   AT 10 -089  
 October 22 ï 24, T Bar M Resort and Conference Center  

 Report advanced training sessions attended at the state meeting.  

HILL COUNTRY LIVING 101   AT 10 -094   

 November 1, 8, 15, 22; 5 -8p.m.  
 Presenter: Texas AgriLife Extension Service  

 The program will include instruction by industry experts and Extension professionals.      
 Participants will work from the ground up to learn the what, why, when, where, and how of 

 managing the Hill Countryôs natural resources. 
 Early registration (prior to November 1) will be $25 per session, $75 for all four  

 sessions.  Registration is limited.  Call the Kerr County Extension office at 830 -257 -6568.  

GRASSES IDENTIFICATI ON   AT 10 -104  
 Wednesday, November 3, 1p.m., Lions Camp classroom  

 Presenter: Jim Stanley  

 Learn to ID native grasses. The program will be given after the regular  class training.    

ENCHANTED ROCK GEOLOGY HIKE with Bill Ward   AT 10 -100          
 Thursday, December 2, 9:00 -  11:30, Enchanted Rock State Natural Area (ERSNA)               

 Presenter: Dr. Bill Ward, University of New Orleans Professor Emeritus       
 Join us for a walking tour of ERSNA's fascinating geology.  Limited  to 25.  Call 830 -685 -3038  for 

 reservations.  Bad weather date: December 10.  

WINTER SPARROWS AND WRENS WORKSHOP   AT 10 -098  

 Saturday, December 4, 9a.m. -noon and 1 -3p.m., Cibolo Nature Center, CNC members $25/ 
 non -members $35, plus $10 box lunch.  

 Presenter: Byron Stone, expert birder and sparrow specialist from Austin.  
 This workshop is for intermediate birders, who wish to become proficient at field identification  
 of winter sparrows and wrens. Learn field identification points between savannah and vesper,  

 grasshopper and LeConteôs, as well as marsh and house wrens. A short presentation followed 
 by field time.    

 Limited to 16. Registration required. Call 249 -4616.  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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We have a terrific selection of hats, bags, and shirts in styles for men and women.  
 

Contact Gracie Waggener, gwaggener@flow -apps.com , to place your order.   

Texas Master Naturalist Program  
named  ANROSP's First                                         
"Program of the Yearò 

 

ANROSP, the Allliance of Natural                    
Resource Outreach and Service Programs, 
is the professional organization for state 
program coordinators, like Michelle 
Haggerty,  who  coordinate  Master 

Naturalist and other natural                               
resource volunteer programs                      

across the nation. 

 

Jim Stanleyôs column                         

for the Kerrville Daily Times                                                  

can be found at 

www.dailytimes.com .   
 

Click Life, then Home and Garden.     

Scroll down to read previous columns.  

Bees are most active when it is not too 

hot or not too cold.  
 

Recent bee attacks have been reported 

in surrounding counties.  
 

The attacks occurred while individuals 

were mowing or cutting.  
 

Take time to be safe.  
 

Information on bee safety can be 
found at honeybee.tamu.edu/ .  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:gwaggener@flow-apps.com?subject=Chapter%20Merchandise
http://www.dailytimes.com
http://honeybee.tamu.edu/


From Stephanie Perry  

October 2010                txmn.org/hillcountry                   Page 5  

S tepping out of the car at Palmetto State Park near Gonzales gave the sensation of 

stepping into the tropics.  On our brief hike we experienced an interesting mix of 

plants and wildlife -  a true naturalistôs dreamland!  Botanists, birders, and entomologists  

would have been delighted.   

The "Watch for Snakes" signage gave us hope for herp sightings, but we had no luck.  I 

would guess that we encountered at least 100 different species of arthropods including 

spiders, cicadas, walking sticks, ants, beetles, butterflies, dragonflies, and damselflies.    

We saw ñdecomposersò busily working away at the many 

standing snags and fallen deadwood along the trails.  I enjoyed  

observing the variety of fungi tremendously, and was       

encouraged to invest in a guide on this topic.    

P lant diversity went far beyond the promised palmettos 

and their companion swampland plants.  I was particularly  

taken with the beautiful Virginia creeper that vined  high into 

the tallest trees.     

I found myself wishing that I had more training on birding -

by -ear.   The canopies were busy, but the singers remained 

out of sight, and thus a mystery to me.     

I left Palmetto 

State Park  with my curiosities sparked, once    

again.   I hope to return with my children 

next time.  

 

I thought this "good catch" was worth sharing!  

I welcome ID from our knowledgeable entomologists.  

I believe the spider is a type of orb-weaver.  My 

take on the meal is a Superb Green Cicada 

(Tibicen superbus).  What a testimony to the 

strength of the web!  Truly amazing!  

Contact Steph at perryfam@ktc.com . 

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/palmetto/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/palmetto/
mailto:perryfam@ktc.com
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Jack Millikan, Karen Millikan, Alexis McRoberts, Roger McRoberts, and 
Sharon Walling receive recertification at our September meeting.  

Koy Coffer  

Vice President Sandy Pena introduces 
the meetingôs speaker. 

Koy Coffer  Paul Stafford  

The Texas Master Naturalist program has trained over                   

5,306 volunteers in 40 chapters across the state.  

Cathy Downs and Susan Longacre instruct            
class members at the Hondo Creek Field trip. 

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/


 

On our new site at http://txmn.org/hillcountry , 

there is no need to login, and there are no 

logins for anyone except administrators and 

editors who need to make changes to the content  

or the system.   You can access all the menu 

options without having to sign in.  The óLoginô 

option at the bottom of the screen has been 

removed, which should eliminate confusion.  

There are, however, a couple of items that are 

accessible to members only, and those items 

are password protected.  To access our member  

lists with member contact information you 

will be prompted for a password.  The password  

was distributed to chapter members by         

e-mail. Please contact our webmaster,   

Phyllis Muska,  if you need the password or 

if you have any other questions or concerns.  
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HEY, WHAT IS THAT ? 

Be the first to identify the creature in the   

image  below and the psychedelic dragonfly  

is yours next month.  ENTER TO WIN ! 

 

Last Month  
 

#1  Your Name Here  

Did you renew?  
 

Hunting and fishing licenses 

expired  last month.  License 

proceeds are the only funding 

source for many valuable 

TPWD research programs.  
 

Even if you do not hunt or fish, 

buy  a license to support              

research and conservation.  

Rio Grande Turkey hen.  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry
mailto:pmuska@windstream.net
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20contest%20entry

