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The more I learn about the
outdoor environment of the Hill
Country, the more 1 realize how
litthe I know about it. That may
sound like a truism, but it really
is the case, and it made me all the
more grateful to discover some-
thing specifically designed to fil]
the seemingly growing void in
my knowledge.

That thing is the Texas Mas-
ter Naturalist program, which is
sponsored by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWIn
and the AgriLife Extension of
the Texas A&M System and
which has the overail require-
ments, guidelines, and standards
for its nearly three-dozen indi-
vidual chapters set by a state-
level office. The TPWD provides
many of the experts who give
presentations at class and chapter
meetings.

“The mission of the Texas
Master Naturalist Program
is to develop a corps of well-
informed volunteers to provide
education, outreach, and service
dedicated to the beneficial man-
agement of natural resources and
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natural areas within their com-
munities for the State of Texas”
reads the mission statement of
the organization.

The Lindheimer Chapter of
Texas Master Naturalists is the
one active in our area and takes

sign educational and tour mate-
rials” according to the chapter’s
web site.

Another project is nearby
Priesenhahn Cave, widely con-
sidered one of. the most impor-
tant paleontological sites in the
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This chapter has three very in-
teresting signature projects to
which it devotes ‘much of its ef-
forts.

One of these projects is Can-
yon Lake Gorge, created during
the flood of 2002, and for which
“chapter members have served as
guides, docents and administra-
tive leaders ... {and] also provid-
ed trail maintenance and devel-
opraent, helped preserve natural
features, as well as helping de-

has been excavating the site over
the past 40 years and Lindheimer
Chapter members help sift cave
sediment and sort through fos-
sils.

The third and newest of the
Lindheimer Chapter’s projects
is the Mesquite Creek Wildlife
Habitat Area, sponsored by com-
pany Waste Management and
located adjacent to its Mesquite
Creek Landfill,

Each November, the chapter
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public service projects, including maintenance of the Guadalupe River

South Trail near Canyon Lake.

begins an enjoyable but demand-
ing year-long class for prospec-
tive new master naturalists and,
not wanting to wait a long year
before jumping into the program,
T eagerly enrolled in it.

If there is one thing my
three-and-a-half hour orientation
at the U.S. Army Corps of Hn-
gineers office at Overlook Park
the evening of October 26 made
clear, it is how much I will learn
over the next 12 months and —
in the spirit of ongoing education
-- the years that follow, In addj-
tion to administrative informa-
tion like graduation requirement
and the like, the 20 members of
the new class who attended the
meeting received an hour of in-

formation from subject matter
experts in the Lindheimer Chap-
ter on the nearby gorge, birding,
native trees and grasses, and the
Mesquite  Creek preservation
project,

As Lindheimer Chapter Vice
President Art Williams made
clear, however, the organization
is as much about service as it is
about learning.

“We take our mission state-
ment seriously,” Williams said in
his introductory comments to the
incoming class members. “The
Master Naturalist organization is
a volunteer corps. Our purpose is
to go out into the community
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