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Photo
Contributors ‘

W

Our Chapter Photographers

From snakes in trees to birds in hanc

from sunsets to moonrise:

our members submitted incredible & inspirir
photos that added beauty to our lives.
Many, many thanks tc

(in alphabetical order):

Edith Bergquist, Don Bergquist, Susan Bogl¢
Judy Brupbacher, Ron Butts, Sara Cogal
Cynthia DeWitt, Carol Dillingham

Steve Dockal, Joyce Doyle, Joel Dunning
Haley Faver, Peggy Haley, Nancy Hamm:
Debbie Kyrouac, Amber Lujan, Christy Martine
Dave Mathews, MJ McFarland, Rhonda Ne:
Rich Nielson, Collette Nies, Sara Rigc¢
ValerieRobertson, Jane Schne

Brian Trock, Teresa Turko & Darlene Vargz



TEXAS MASTER NATURALIHROGRAM

Mission To develop a corps of welhformed
volunteers to provideeducation, outreach, and
service dedicated to the beneficial management
of natural resources and natural areas within
their communities for the State of Texas.

Need: Many communities and organizations rely
on such citizen volunteers for implementing
youh education programs; for operating parks,
nature centers, and natural areas; and for
providing leadership in local natural resource
conservation efforts. In fact, a short supply of
dedicated and weihformed volunteers is often
cited as a limiting factor for
communitybased conservation efforts.

TMN provides volunteers with 40
hours of initial training, including field
and classroom instructionCertified
Master Naturalist Volunteers then g
give a minimum 40 hours of community &
service annuallyand earn 8hours
advanced training annually.

Sponsors:
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LINDHEIMER CHAPTER

The Lindheimer Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist
Program was established in 2000. Located in Comal
County in the Texas Hill Country, gvare an active, vibrant
and growing organization of volunteers committed to
preserving the natural resources of the Texas Hill
Country for current and future generations.

Our chapter is named after Ferdinand Jacob Lindheimer
(1801é¢ AZACc O pgq~ r« flzzjh ®
) ~®] | - U0 S5jor{{rp?]® h o
thirties, travelled throughout Texas discovering and
documenting Texas flora. He found a permanent home or
the banks of the ComalRiver in 1844, when New

Braunfels was founded. Lindheimer collected 1500 botanic
species in Texas over a period of thirteen years (more than thirty species are named after
him). His home in New Braunfels is now a museum which draws many visitors annually

Lindheimer senna
by LMN member
Carmen Horn.




2021 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP

PRESIDENT Rich Nielson
VICE PRESIDENT Michael Buley
SECRETARYRO0Db Kyrouac
TREASURER Steve Jones
PASTPRESIDENT Rich Bradley

Email: LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmnboardmembers/Iimaboardminutes-archive/

DIRECTORS/COMMITTEES
Education/New Clasg Joe Finnean, Rick CorbellErin Harrison, Jack Sullivan
Membership & Record& VMSeé Cheryl Trock
Outreach Committeeé Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell
Projects & Opportunities Committee Jeanie Springer

COMMUNICATIONS
Director - Marilyn McFarland
Out & About é Sara Riggs

SUBCOMMITTEES
Outreach
Trunks é Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell
Program to Assist Landownerg Art Williams
VP
Community RecognitichMichael Buley
Hospitality € Unfilled

Free-tailed Class
Presidenté Lynn Jones
Photographer é Cal Jordan

OPEN TO MEMBER

CHAPTER ADVISORS
Craig HenS|ey Board of Directors Meeting
Nature Tracker Biologist m
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Tl'Oy Luepke Every 4th Monday of the month »* 5PM
Comal County Extension Agent Conal C°““;§;‘§j}ff6 E";; (a8 mter

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service New ™ Neex\“:g;gu}giﬁ’

BE:E\“Q{%‘@“\Q“
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2021 Recertifications & Milestones

Month | Recertifications- 2021 Sideoats Grama Pin Milestones
Jan21 | Susan Bogle, Brian Trock, Marilyn McFarland, 500 Hours: Pat Fletcher
Darlene Varga, Edith Bergquist, Don Berquist, Lois
Ricci, Sara Riggs Lo
Feb 21 | Jane Miller, Jeanie Springer, Cheryl Trock w 250 Hours: Rob Kyrouac, ChristyMartinez
2,500 Hours: James Jameson
Mar-21 | Joe Finneran, Jim Jameson, Steve Jones, Deb 250 Hours: Kathy Ofsdahl :
Kyrouac, Cathy Oberkampf, Teresa Turko 4,000 Hours: Darlene Varga \’,_
Apr-21 | Mary Barr Gilbert, Rich Bradley, John Davis, 500 Hours: Jane Finneran
Craig Dillion, Jane Finneran, Erin Harrison, 5,000 Hours: Brian Trock
Sue Huntsman, Laird Ingham, Rob Kyrouac,
Valerie Lefebvre, Rhonda Neel, Rich Nielson,
Susan Sommer
May-21 | Ron Butts, Heidi Case, Pat Fletcher, Gail Groves, | 250 HOURS Merril Mabon, Susan Sommer, Erin
Carol Ingham, Lori Largen, Merril Mabon, Dan Harrison, Teesa Tyler
Madden, Jensie Madden, Christy Martinez, Patricid 500 HOURS Craig Dillion
Porterfield, Stephen Verschoyle, Mary Williams
June 21 | Ellen Anderson, Don Blake, John Corkill, Jim Doyl¢ 250 HOURS Heidi Forgione
Harry Ferrell, Heidi Forgione, Henry Hahn 1,000 HOURS:Carol Ingham
July-21 | Julie Crouch, Don Fletcher, Jack Sullivan 250 HOURS Nancy Hammack
Aug-21 | Pat Carnes, Sandra Carson, Ricky Corbell, Iu. ‘eers are not paid
Gretchen Ferrell, Aleta Meyer, Jack Olivier, -- not because they are
Margaret Olivier, Miguelita Scanio, Debbie Subke, worthless, but because
Toni Wayne, Art Williams they are priceless."
Sept2l1 | Lynn Boyd, Haley Faver, Bob Gray, Janet Hahn, | 500 HOURS Holly Emrie, Don Fletcher
Beth Jameson, Evelyn Nielson, Mike Roberts, 4,000 HOURS: Sara Riggs
Teresa St. John
Oct-21 | Elizabeth Bowerman, Michael Buley, Marietta Dieh 250 HOURS: Jack Oliver, Mary BafrGilbert
Nancy Gray, SheriGreen, Nancy Hammack, Kathy | 4,000 HOURS: Edith Bergquist
Lamon, Karen Matson, Marie Miller, Scott Ofsdahl,
Linda Valdez
Nov-21 | Salty BradyVanessa Browroel Dunnington, Karen | 250 HOURS Salty Brady
Kimble, Val Robertson DaveSkasikMelissa Skasik
Robert Trott
Dec 21 | Phillip Brown, Don Epps. Teresa Tyler, Lisa Smith,| 250 Hours: Gail Groves

Holly Emrie, Cynthia DeWitt, Brenda Stoeck,
Eric Weissgarber, Holly McCoy, Steve Mato,
Kristen Martinez, Betty Keese, Allison Sciaraffa,
Irene Newhall, Kathy Ofsdahl, Donald Duncan

2,500 Hours: Laird Ingham
4,000 Hours: Lois RicgiRich Bradley

2021 Recertifications & Milestones




The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter
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Photo by DarleneNaney Varga

From the Editor

We started 2020 with plans for our 20" Anniversary
Celebration. Then came the pandemic, and we had to
scramble to learn how to accomplish the work of the chapter
when we were isolated from each other and restricted in wha
we did. But we made it through.

The beginning of 2021 saw a catasprbic weather event
0 the Texas Freeze of 2021the worst winter storm many of
us have seen. We are still assessing the damage done to th
flora&faunadand hoping that the I
difficult as we fear.

Wedre still her atgverfacesiudc o |
both individually and as a chapter. Resilient and resolved, w|
carry on, working for better days. Thank you to all who
continue to volunteer under difficult circumstances- MIJM




IN MEMORIAM

Lindheimer Chapteis verysaddened
by the news that one of our members,
Steve Dockal, unexpectedly passadayon
January 9, 2021. Steve was an active
member of the Redtailed Hawks and
served as Class Photographer. Steve
submitted beautiful photos. Hewas
known for his friendly smile, his sense of
humor and his kindness. Steve wadively
involved in numerous LMN projects. Gone
too soon, he will be greatly missed by his
family, friends and the chapter.

Our deepest condolences to his
family and frierds for their loss

®usnset by Steve Dockall



Chapter Information Page

TER EADERSHIP

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Rich Nielson
VICE PRESIDENT Michael Buley
SECRETARY Rob Kyrouac,
TREASURER Stephen Jong

COMMITTEES
Sanding Committees
Educabtn - Joe Finneran, Rick CorpElin Harns
Jack Sullivan
Membershi@g Recordsl Cheryl Trock
Outreachl Debbie Kyrouac, Jane Schnell
Projects &pportunities Jeanie Springer
Qibcommittees
Trunksi Deb Kyrougclane Schnell
Program toAssistandownera Art Williams
Community RecognitigriP)u Michael Buley
Hospitalityu Inactive due to COVHD9
New Clasa President, Kade Anderson
Photographer, Cal Jordan
Ad Hoc Committees
Big Give SA MJ McFarland, Jane

COMMUNICATIONS
Directoru MJ McFarland
Out & Aboutu Sara Riggs

CHAPTER ADVISORS
Craig HensleY¥exas ParksWildlife Wildlife Tracker
Troy LuepkeTexas A&M AgriLifeComal County Agent

The Lindheimer Quarteiewsletter
MJ McFarland Editor
Newsletter pblished quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas
Master Naturali&tto communicate, educatérform chapter
members & the Hill Country CommuniBurrent and previous issue
of The Quarterlyareposted on the websitevw.txmn.org/lindheimer

y CONTACT
“Email LindheimerMNContact@gmail.cq
Website:https://txmn.org/lindheime
Facebookhttps [Iwww.facebook.com/txmn.lindhein
SnaiMail: LindheimeChapter
c/o ComalCountyAgriLife
325Resourcer.
NewBraunfels[ X 781324

202 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS

Pt Januarngl
~ Rangelands Trends with Dr. Barron Rector
) Februani8
pSnakes of
- March18
|oCentraI TexaSavelifey wi t h
i April 15
@ Nat ur al i suaCragdHsnsleyr
May 20
TBA
Junel?
TBA
July15
TBA
Augustl9
TBA
Septembet6
TBA
October21
TBA
Novembed8
TBA
Decembet6
Elections &raduation

Texasy

Col i

" 202 Board of Directok
Every & Monday at %
During COVIE19, meetings are via WEBE,

AgriLife Building
325 Resource Dr.
New Braunfels, Texas

aJanuary2aFebruary 2aMarch 2 aApril 26
aMay 2aJune 8aJuly 5aAugust 3

aSeptember7z2October 3 ANovember 2
aDecember?2

Board Minutes available at:
https://txmn. orq/l|ndhelmer/chapiefollmnboard

members/Imboardminutesarchive/
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A New Butterfly Garden

by Jane W. Miller

Last August, five months into the Covidl9 pandemic, Gail Groves & | donned our masks and went to work
Weeds had overtaken the Landa Family Memori al | oca

Choose to work outside in August in Texas? Yes, and yespwst have been nuts! But we thought of it as
serviced service to our community.

Landa Family Memorial was dedicated in 1955 to Joseph & Helena Landa, the first owners of Landa Park,
their grandchildren. The Memorial, marked by a granite headstetyge marker, is encircled by white limestone.
Simply put the 3606 diameter Landa Family Memori al
mulched circular pathway. Gail and | worked to subdue the invaders. We labored there daily to rid tloegaf
those unwanted species. -

In late- August, we were rewarded.
Both the New Braunfels Parks Foundation
and the Friends for the Preservation of
Historic Landa Park decided to buy
beautifully forged butterfly benches for
the area. The benches honor auth®of
Historic Landa Park: Its Springs and Its
Peopleby Rosemarie Leissner Gregory anc
Arlene Krueger Seales.

Additionally, New Braunfels Parks
& Recreation Depart
Division installed: a crushed granite
pathway, new inner edging to matcthe
outer white limestone, an irrigation system
(yes, irrigation!); and lastly, a new cement
walkway to showcase the benches.

By October, these structural
changes had occurred. In mi@ctober the Parks Director, Stacey Dicke, joined us to plant wildflosvévirs. Dicke
brought her great niece and greatnephew along for the fun. Our youngest helpers were ages 3 and 4. Those your
aspiring Texas Master Naturalists worked with Lindheimer Chapter members Aleta Meyer, Rhonda Neel, and Su:
Bogle. Jean Wilsona Native Plant Society of Texas member, and a descendant of New Braunfels Founding Famil
also helped.

The kids | oved planting Native American Seeds 0
gardené

Pretty well, you ask. Having planted in a public space, sometimes the unexpected occurs. | later witkgsec
unexpectedas a 3year old rode his bike through the plants. Fortunately, his mother utilized the teaching moment.
| just left the scene of theci me é

Deer present another challenge. Our local herd seems to have a strong palate for the Chocolate Daisies tt

Photo by Gay Woodward and Courtesy of Friends for the Preservation of Historic Landa Park

Gai Groves so wants to grow there. Gail thinks th
appreciation of the garden.
Winter 1isndt the best time to admire this work.

This, however, is where we find ourselves as 2021 begins and we must remind ourselvesthai s j vust g
timeo .
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Spotlight on Chapter Committees

Projects Committeed Jeanie Springer, Director

What we do:

The Projects Committee is managed by Director Jeanie Springer

Committee membersareJanet Hahn, Joyce Doyle, Rich Bradley and Teresa
Turko.

The committee reviews and recommends for approval or disapproval all Chapter volunteer service (VH) ar
advanced training (AT) project opportunity requests. This is done using the guidelines frdra State Chapter
Management and Operations Protocols.

In 2020, 81 AT/VH applications were reviewed. The Director has to ensure the AT/VH events are availabl
for the Chapter members via the 60Out and KEMNwabsi®). c a
In addition, the committee assigns the proper Service Project Codes and updates the Volunteer Management Sy:
(VMS) Opportunities.

Membership Committeed Brian Trock and Cheryl Trock, Directors
What We Do:

Brian inherited Membership Neember 1, 2013 as a new LMN graduate. He has tweaked and added
info onto the master spreadsheet. Cheryl joined the membership committee in September 2015 as
part of the VMS transition team (which eliminated
recording system).

Brian manages the master spreadsheet with the history of our chapter.

Cheryl monitors the Criminal Background Check (CBC) function. She also works
with the Master Gardeners to provide their membership director with CBC status.

Since ou chapter began 20 years ago, there have been 423 members.

The biggest role is managing chapter hours in the VMS since January 1, 2016. Membership has
provided VMS training as a class, ovie- phone and in home visits. In 2020, we approved 15,936 VH has and
2271 ATH. Prior to approval, there are many edits aathails for corrections of dates, hours, description boxes and
opportunity titles. VMS data is routinely monitored for recertification and recognition pins. As members attain
recertificationandecogni ti on mil estones, we annotate this in
In conjunction with Projects, VH and ATH are recorded (Projects approves our activities, Membership
records our activities).

Membership assigns Trainees and Transfer members YiédB opportunities. When a member goes
inactive, these VMS opportunities are removed. As members receive specialized training, the specific
opportunity for this training is assignedTrainees are assisted with the VMS and their training hours are monitored.
Membership coordinateshe transfer of TMN members into and out of the chapter.

Communications Director is provided with directory updates as member information changes.

The state audits our VMS entries for timeliness, accuracy, percent of active mershbrsitting hours
among other things. We monitor the VMS routinely and perform internal audits. If issues arise, we
request the state for assistance and guidance.

As part of public outreach, Membership has attended events such as Earth Day, Agrilife Bpese
and Dino Day. 2/21/2021

12



Outreach Committeed Deb Kyrouac, Director

What we do:

The Outreach Director is primarily responsible for managing volunteers and trunks for events throughout tt
year. The chapter supports many events that occur annually which means the outreach chair is automatically
notified. New requests are evaluatedthgey come in. The goal of the chapter is to participate in events that suppot
our mission. Below is a list of events from the end of year report.

- Recurring Events:

-- April d FolkFest and Earth Day

-- Septd Comal County Fair, AgriFest and Anniversa Celebration?

-- Oct ¢ Science Fest (New Braunfels)

-- Decd North Pole Village

- Other Activities:

-- Possible event at Smithson Valley High School called Ag Advocacy Day (if invited)
-- Dino Days- Outreach needs to be notified if volunteers are neeatle

-- Pollinator Festival at GRSP (fall)

Another is to manage &eakeréBureau to be able to better handle requests for presentations from the
public.

The Outreach Director does not typically have a weekly commitment. Most of the events occur in the sprir
and fall each year. During those times, the director may spend 2 hrs per week managingufi@enius for getting
volunteers and coordinating pickup of trunks. Before the first events in the spring and over the summer, the
director should spend some time checking on the condition of trunks and making any changes or updates. This
may take 24 hrs in the spring. The time spent during the summer istdrmined by a need or desire to make
changes to the trunks. Th&eakerdureau is a list that will grow initially and take-3 hrs to create. After that, the
management of the list may take 1 hr every month or two.

FYI

a comprehensive guide to

Yellow Stripey Things

Carpenter Bee Honeybee Bumblebee Hoverfly
-acts like it's hot shit but can't actually hurt you -is the bee that needs help the most -also pollenates stuff very well -wears yellow stripey uniform to scare you
-has no concept of what glass is -excellent pollenator -so fat it shouldn't be able to fly -actually can't do anything to you
-lives in your fence -very friendly -will let you pet it without getting agitated -hangs out in fields
-flies aggressively to try and scare you away -can only sting once -actually a flying panda -follows you if it likes you

A >

Paper Wasp Yellow Jacket Cicada Killer Dirt Dauber
-looks scary, but will only attack if provoked -wants your food and will fight you for it -looks like Satan’s nightmares -almost never stings anything except spiders
-sting hurts like hell -never leaves you alone -exclusively eats cicadas -builds nest in the ground
-will chase you if you swat at it -will sting you just for the hell of it -can sting you, but usually won't -hoards spiders in said nest
-has no concept of personal space -is just an asshole -still pretty terrifying -coolest looking of the wasps

13



Mountain Lions of Texas: Sdhry, Secretive, Silel& Super
by MJ McFarland

If you have evekeen a
mountain | ion in
never forget it. | was 10 years old
the first (and last) time | saw a
mountain lion - two days in a row
as he roamed our Atascosa County
pastures. Here in Comal County,

there areperiodic reports of

L | big cat sightingSiatestMarch
b ) i N AL L mvigs e IONO S 2021)6 some visually, some by
footprlnts None have been verified by TPWD but it is entirely likely (and | believe some of the sightings are real

that mountain lions occasionally roam through this territory. Why? BecauseetHlill Country has thehlghest

concentration of whitetail deer in Texasd a sizable population dferal pigs both of which rate
high on a mountain | i onds Mourgatn lioosaretsditaryy seeretite hséent pradaters
who primarily hunt at dusk and dawn.

Puma concolofakacougar, puma, panthéris a largerelatively slender but musculazat with a smallish
head and a longthick tail. The tail is generallyondg hi rd of the bodyds | ength, :
leaps and jumps. Head + body length i$3% feet, with an additional 2 3 feet of tail. The mountain lion stands 25
0 32 inches at the shoulder, and may weigletiveen 708 200 pounds (females are smaller than males). Itis a
tawny brown color, which in dim light or in the shadows may look grey or even blackontrary to popular belief,
there are no black panthers in North Americ@ncluding Texas) The terméblack pantheéis most
frequently applied to blackcoated leopards (Panthera pardus) of
Africa and Asia andaguars(P. onca) of Central and
South America; blackfurred variants of these species are also
called black leopards and black jaguars, respectively.

Dondntevek youdol |l ¢«
outmaneuver, or outclimb this cat!The largest
wildcat in North America, the mountain lion is an apex
predator, capable ofUNNing at speeds up to 45
miles/hour, taking arunning jump of 40 feet, and
making avertical leap of 15 feetrhey are skilled
climbers, and will often dwell and sbp in trees.

Hunting Behavior:Mountain lions are generalist carnivorest hey 81 1 eat anyt hin
catch. They silently and patiently stalk their prey, waiting for the opportunity to leap on its back and deliver a
devastati ng tumgolrbdrk on this datl).oTiey will drag a big kill to a spot under brush and return
to feed over a period of days, although they will abandon it when it begins to spoil. Adults neeil3 pounds of
meat daily to survive. Although an apex predatdipns have to frequently compete with other large carnivores and
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https://www.bing.com/search?q=Jacksonville+Jaguars&filters=sid%3aee925e36-feee-68ad-171e-3736ba96bf13&form=ENTLNK

can be run off a kill by packs of wolves or a bear. Humans are not usually on the menu, although cats who have |
a taste of human flesh are thought to be more likely to prey on humans.

Distribution: 1t is estimated that the population of

mountain lions in the US is betweei20,000 and 40,000 Educational

however, they are so elusive it is nearly impossible to obtain a more Mountain Lion Resources
exact count. Tke mountain lion has the widest distribution of any wild | T Mountain Lions of Texas

cat, from Canada to South Americ&reviously found througthout T Field Guide to the Mountain
North America, Puma concoloris now found mostly in the remote Lions of Texas

mountains, canyonlands, or hilly areas with good cover of the western| T Mountain Lions of Texas Tips

U.S., as well agestern Canada and much of Mexico. A small populatio from a Wildlife Biologist -

still exists in southern Florida, where the species is considered YouTube

endangeredBecause the mountain lion is a generalist carnivore, Florid 1 MOUNTAIN LION

lions eat what is most abundant feral pigs and armadillos. FOUNDATION - Saving
In Texas, the Mountain Lioris found primarily throughout America’s Lion

the TransPecosas well as thbrushlands of south Texas
andportions of the Hill Country, as you can see in the map belowgighting and kill reports indicate that
Mountain Lions now occur in morecounties than they did 10 years ago and appear toexpanding their
range into central Texas the TransPecosthe home range of mountain lions range from
50,000 to 80,000 acres.

Texas Par ks &Mowitaln tohs afeRative toiTexas and classified as a nongame

SpeCiESl'he largest breeding population of mountain lions in Texas occurs in the Trans Pecos region where the
are large undeveloped tracts of land.
Smaller populations of mountain  Mountain Lion Confirmations in Texas lions
still inhabit portions of the Souh
Texas Plains, the Balcones Escarpme : and
rugged canyonlands in the Panhandle ' e e os zore o | of
Texas. Contemporary records of I O
mountain lions in other portions of IR SN 08 the
state are infrequent and probably HEEE BaEids eahE
represent dispersing individuals from
main breeding populations.Lions are SET ~A ST A
reclusive by nature. You should "' -
consider yourself fortunate

Legend

you ever get the _ X
opportunity to see one of S oo NaRrs

S
U A N P } .
=G ) if
A W T iy’ T L
X vl
&

Bl 11-50 1

these big cat$.Aithough = | % £
currently rare to see a mountain lion, ' as
humans encroach on their habitat and

remove its prey, conflict is boundd occur.
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https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_br_w7000_0232.pdf
https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_0274.pdf
https://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_0274.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USYeXLJuh-I&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USYeXLJuh-I&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USYeXLJuh-I&feature=emb_title
https://mountainlion.org/index.php
https://mountainlion.org/index.php
https://mountainlion.org/index.php

Mating, Reproductionand Care of the Young Courtship and mating mostly occur from
December to March, but pumas can breed yeaund. Most births occur between April and July. Females generally
begin mating at two to three years of age. Males remain reproductively active to at least an age of 20 years, and
females to at least 12 years. During a ddy period of mating a male and female Mbreak their normally solitary

habits to hunt together and sleep next to each othdMating is one of the few times adult lions
tolerate each other.

Rl "h After six cycles without mating, the female has a lull for two months
before coming into estrous again A male puma in the wild will not mate
until he has established a home territory.

After a gestation period of about 90 days, the female gives birth t@ b
cubs (or kittens, either is correct) with an average o634 per litter. Cubs
are about a poun and a foot long at birth. Their coats are covered with
black and brown spots with rings around their tails. Eyes open at 10 days,
ear pinnae unfold, first teeth erupt and they begin to play. They are weanet
at about 40 days of age. At 6 months of age¢he cubs weigh about 30
pounds and have learned vital hunting skills, which they constantly practice
through play and through watching their mom. Mom is the sole caretaker
and she will aggressively defend her young against any threat, including an
male fons who may kill them (in order to send the female into estrous).

Cubs stay with mom for about 12 months.

MNaturalist Observations ofPuma concolorin Texas

Mountain Lion Location ﬂ

36 1 64 22
OBSERVATIONS SPECIES ® | IDENTIFIERS @ | OBSERVERS >

Observations

Texas ©

Most of the photos in Nat are of footprints or scat, or via trail cam. The majority of observations in Texas center
around Big Bend National Park in west Texas. The most recent sighting of P. concolor was by footprint and
occurred 1/13/2021 in Lost Maples. There are likely otrsmghtings of cats that

| are not recorded invww./Naturalist.com, which shows36 sightings in Texas.

| Ty Resources:

8. 758 | Sy ‘ Texas Parks and Wildlife Department:
\ = = ‘% www.tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/species/mlion/
\WK e : v;ﬁ Mountain Lion Foundation: www.mountainlion.org/FAQfrequentlyaskedquestions.php
\ /
\a-;‘_‘? "(
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What to do if you encounter a
mountain lion:

1 Pick up all children off the
ground immediately. A
mountain lion preferssmaller
prey that is subdued easily.

T Do NOT approach the lion.
1 Do NOT run.

1 Stay calm. Talk calmly and
move slowly.

¢ Face the lion and remain in an
upright position.

1 Do not turn your back on the
lion. Back away slowly.

1 If you see cubs out and about,
do not approach and leave the
area. A perceived threat to her
cubs is the surest way to be
attacked by mom.

1 Do all you can to enlarge your
image. Do NOT crouch down
or try to hide

1 If the lion is aggressively
following, throw rocks, sticks,
or anything you can get your
hands on. Sometimethis
following behavior is triggered
in a mama protecting her cubs.

If you have a verifiable sighting or information
pertaining to a kill of a mountain lion, please
contact the closest Wildlife Division office or

call:
Texas Parks andildlife Department
Headquarters at 1 (800) 7921112

Mountain Lion Encounters

Approximately 125 attacks by mountain lionkave occurredn North
America (includes Canada)etween 1890 2017 with 27 fatalities(List of
fatal cougar attacks in ldrth America - Wikipedia).

The only reported fatality in Texas was ay@ar old boy killed inside the
family home on August 21, 1911, but | was unable to confirm that.
Otherwise, no confirmed fatal attacks on Texans

Is there a mountain lion
prowling around? How can
you tell?

1 Real time visual sightings are raddrail
cams catch most of the pictures.

1 Footprints are the next most frequent
sighting. To the right is an illustration of
left front and rear footprints. If you do see
prints you believe is a lion, contact game
wardens for verification.

f Scat Mountain lion scat tends to be T

segmented with a diameter of an inch or largeroften

contains hair and bits of bone which may give it a white coloratiohere
should be no vegetable matter in the scat, unless the lion has eaten the
stomach contents of prey that contains it.

Mountain lions deposit their scat in prominent leations such as the
middle of trails and dirt roads, along ridgelines, and near kill caches as

territorial markings. This behavior is more commonly seen with males than

females Another sign is the remains of kills, but the injury patterns are
sometimes difficult to distinguish from other top predators.
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M apter Proje
Bird Blind, Butterfly Garden & Wildscape (BBW)

at AgriLife Gardens

Busy Days at the BB
Photos by Brian Trock




2021 NPSOT Garden Grant Awarded to
Lindheimer Chapter

Christy Martinez, member of the 2020 Red
tailed Hawks Class, successfully applied f2021
Garden Granfrom NPSOT in support of their
program0 Bri ng Back t hed Mo
This is an applicationof funds up to $400 to be
used to purchase only Texas native plants for the purpose of installing
or refreshing a Monarch Butterfly garden in a public place. NPSOT
goals are to ofurther both Mona
education, and to promote andshowcase the use of Texas native
plants. 6 Because of Chr i s t$300forL i
plants, which must be planted by October 31, 2021 at our BBW (Bird
Blind, Butterfly and Wildscape) at the AgriLife Complex. The garden i
alsocertified with the North American Butterfly Association.

Many of our members may not be aware of the extent of the Bird
Blind, Butterfly Garden & Wildscape (BBW) Chapter Project, so here are some of the questions answered by Chr
as part of the grant applicatio.

How will your project use Texas native plants tThis b
area is designated a Butterfly garden but in a Wildscape setting so using Texas natives is what works best due tc
ability to be drought tolerant and to be able to survive without permanent irrigation all while surviving the
occasional browse by deer. It will demonstrate to visitors the top items they seek when trying to landscape their
property d how do | attract butterflies, how do keep my property native and natural, what do | plant that the deer
wi || not devour, what plants can survive drought ¢
How will your garden be seen and used by the public?T hi s year, the BBW put in
GreatTexasVi | dl i fe Trails as part of the Heart of Texas
List native milkweeds and native nectar plants to be used inyourprojecEur r ent | y what i s |
Flame Acanthus (3), Alamo Switchgrass (2), Sal\gregii (5), Damianita (3), Frostweed (10), Copper Canyon Daisy
(2), Zexmenia (3), Little Bluestem (3), Moonfl ower
Butterfly milkweed (2), Dallas Red lantana (3), Cenezio (1), Beebrush (3), Lindteri senna (5), Frogfruit (5), Blue
bonnets, shrubby boneset (1), and crucita (1). The BBW participated in the Monarch Habitat Restoration Project i
the spring of 2020 and planted 120 milkweeds that were a 50/50 mix of Asclepias viridis (Green Anteloperfor
and Asclepias Asperula (Antelope horn milkweed). The plan is to add more native nectar plants to meet the
recommendation of a ratio of at least 4:1 nectar plant to milkweeds. With the grant, we would like to accomplish
this with the addition of the fol o wi n g : Bl ue mistfl ower, Gregg0ds mist
Maxi milian sunfl ower, Standing cypress and Kidneyw
Describe the educational aspects of your garden program/plan§. he Agr i Li f e Extensi on
the Lindheimer Master Naturalists participate in to educate the public: Fall Family Day, Kids Day in the Garden at
AgriFest. Interpretive signs were made and installed in the BBW. There has also been at least one planning meet
to discuss how to implemetfield trips for small groups suchashomec hool ed chi Il dren. ¢

Many thanks to Christy Martinez for her hard work!
Be sure to visit the BBW and see how it has blossomed!
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202 1 Recertifications and Milestone Awards.,

2021 Recertification Pind Sideoats Grama
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

Recertifications Milestone Awards
December 2020 | Bob Gray, Janet Hahn, Nancy Gray, Allison 250 Hours
Si’:erica” Bumblebee | Sciarffa, Cynthia DeWitt, Jack Oliver, Jack Cynthia DeWitt
b= Sullivan, Teresa St. John, R&toeck, Lynn 500 Hours
Boyd, Marie Miller Harry Ferrell
January 2021 %E Susan Bogle, Brian Trock, Marilyn McFarland 500 Hours
Sideoats Grama Pit§) T Darlene Varga, Edith Bgquist, Don Begquist, PatFletcher
Lois Ricci, Sara Riggs
February 2021 | Jane Miller, Jeanie Springer, Cheryl Trock 250 Hours
Rob Kyrouag Christy Martinez
4 2,500 Hours

James Jameson

Texas Master Naturalist Progra#2021 Pin
Sideoats Grama
The Official State Grass of Texas

Sideoats gramaBouteloua curtipendula)is a native species of prairie grass found
on rocky hillsides and dry, open grassland. "Sideoats" refers to the smallilkat
seeds that hang down uniformly on one side of the seed stem. Sideoats grama prai
grass is a nutritious food for foraging wilde and :
livestock. The bright purple and orange flowers of
sideoats grama give it a special grace and beauty.

Texas State Grass | Sideoats Grama (statesyosaotsq)



https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/texas/state-plant/sideoats-grama

2021 Chapter Meetings

January2i, 2021
ORangel ands Trends on th
EcoRegiond6 with Dr. Barr

Monthly Chapter Meeting
When: Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 6:00 pm
Who: Barron Rector, PhD . .
What: “Trends in Land Management: What Ranches to ApprOXImater 6/ people attended the Vlrtual
Ranchettes Means for the Hill Country” H Y
AR B s presentation ORangel ands
Members: Login to our Members Area for the Link i A
.\‘on-membex:,Emai'llhndhem\erfv[;\TComd@gumﬂ_com P I ateau ) EcoRe g I ono. Dr
effect of man, animals and weather on the land. The
Dr. Baston Rector, E\‘lcmiun Range Specialist at . )
e e | MA@ N point was that we n

Ecosystem Science and Management. His

protesmonsl evpenence s biology, ey, | tNE€ lANA.  Many thankdo Dr. Rector for an excellent
plant taxonomy, . .
and thought- provoking presentation.

environmental
ecology and range
animal nutrition, He
15 recogmized
nationally and
internationaliy for his
plant identification
skills, training
workshops which
include discussing
potsonous plant

The book that Dr. Rector
to Texas Bluestem Grasse
pedriesi Field Guide to Texas Bluestem Grasses
et s pant maternais mperenc .| (@QFilifEDOOKStOrE.0rg)

agriculture and urban interests in native plants.
Be sure to jom us!

= ( Lindheimer Chapter s

\

C) Monthly Meeting

When: ﬁursday, February 18, 2021, 6:00 pm

Who: Brett M. Parker — Hill Country Snake Removal
Jacebook.comfbparkersnakeremoval

What: Texas Snake ldentification and Safety

February18 2021 “Kill the fear, not the snake!”

Where: Online via WEBEX
hY 4 H Membors: Login to our Members Aroa for the Link
0OSnakesbo wi t Noermesmbers: Emall LindhelmerhMNC ontac t@gmal.com T

About the Presentation:

o . Facls over fJoldore

*  knporlance of snakes in our ecosystern

s Whal species of both nonvenomous and venomous
snakes live in their area of Texas and how to determine thei

unique differences from a saje distance,

s Whal to do and what NOT lo do if Lhey or somcone ebe
& bitlen by a snake and much more?

*  Bring's native snakes and a few non native snokes to

safely aflow a “dose encounter” if desired!

Speaker cancelled due t
0The Great &wllbée
rescheduled!

Aboul Bretl Parker ; r
Brett owns Hill Country Soake Resnoval, and is o . | find
Hrefighter/Paramecdic at Comal County £SD No, 3 (Canyon 5’: >

Labe Fue/EMS). He has given numerous presentalions on
Texas Snakes, as well as safe handling procedures, to
schools, groups and communitics. Brett promotes the

huarmane rernoval & refocation of seakes.
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Month ly C]’lapter Meeting
When: Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 6:00 pm

Wl’)O: Co|in Shick[and, BiOI()ngt, -

ity of Austin/Austin Water/Wildland Conservation Division
Balcones Ganyonlands Preserve

What:  “Central Texas Cave Life”

Where: Online via WEBEX

Membess: Login to our Members Area for the Link (you'll nead the chapter password)
Non-members: Email LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com

Join us and find out what is underfoot,
overhead & surrounds us in the dark of 3 qve!

About our speaker: Colin Strickland is a second-generation
aver. He works at the City of Austin Balcones Ganyonlands
Preserve a5 a ave biologist. One of his main goals is to shed
light on Central Texas cave organisms through photography
and videography.

About his presentation, Colin says, “Starting at the entrance
and working my way deeper 1 will show photos and videos of
the commonly encountered organisms found in Central Teas
Qves.”

Be sure to mark your

PR i
o stiie oot o
Geogzphy Geographic Information on of the most $

unusual and rarely

seen inhabitants of

our Hill Country such

Visual Communication & Design an;:b{b m"b‘hf& ]

from Austin Commanity College. [ ”Tﬁ"”( o ) ﬁ*f“-sb*m (‘i
Photos by Colin Strickland. s

March 18 2021

oCentr al Texas Cave Life:

Great meeting & presentation by Colin Strickland, biologist at
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve, on Central Texas Cave Life. |
was attended by approximately 57 members via WEBEX. To se
more of his videos, here is his youtube channel:
www.youtube.com/channel/lUCQFvoKJbPjTEHITrSfugg

We learned that not a lot is known about cave dwelleds
studying them is very difficult as many are very small@
mm). A common adaptation among the insects & animals is
eyelessnessthey use other means such as highly developed
touch to find food. Cave life is dependent upon an influx of
nutrients brought in to the caves by visiting animals.

A very fascinating talk! Thank you, Colin!

Coming in April!

papte
— },clme'C - & %
- L st Prog ™ e

sturalist TE)QSM %«h,;c\*ﬁé

Monthly Chapter Meeting

: Tbursday. Aprll 15, 2021 3t 6:00 pm
Cralg Hensley. Texas Nature Trackers Biologist
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
“iNaturalist and City Nature Challenge Master Class”

. Online via WEBEX

Members: Login to oar Members Areq for the Link (you'll need the dhapter password)
Non-members: Email LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com

Join Texas Nature Trackers
.= Biologist Craig Hensley for
an advanced look at /Naturalist
and learn how your
involvement can help y

conservation in Texas. iNaturalist.or

can participate in the San Antonhio metro
| cffort during this 4-day g[obal event!
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQFvoKJbPjTF1-HiTrSfugg

Contributing to Community Science: /Naturalist.org

oCommunity Sci enc ®&$ciericé) s thene r
b2 participation of non-scientists in scientific research. As
naturalists, many of us already participate in community science
projects that contribute to the body of scientific knowledge
about plants, animals & insects: butterfly surveysrd counts,
plant identification. And we take picture® LOTS of pictures!
Each picture is an observation and represents an opportunity to
increase the scientific knowledge of what, where & when. One of
the largest ommunity science projects isNaturalist, a world
wide, on-line database of observations provided byramunity
scientists like Master Naturalists.

df enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a living
record of life on Earth that scientists and land managers could usenonitor
changes in biodiversity, and thaanyonec oul d use t o | ear Howno@et sarted?@oipot
www.inaturalist.organd sign up!
Here are the numbers as & 24/2021. Take a look at Comal County!!!

Photo of Rocky 1 & Rocky 2
by MJ McFarland

Location Observations | Species Observers
World 59,890,926 324,753 1,499,188
Texas 4,134,785 22,419 85,111
Comal County 47,185 3,530 2,737

D Electronic Lindheimer

Website www://txmn.org/lindheimer/

TEXAS A&M
AGR]L[FE

Texas Master Naturalist Lindheimer Chapter “scexsion

Welcome! Chapter Info = Out & About Calendar Members « New Class Chapter Projects & Opportunities ¥ Q

Join Us! Program to Assist Landowners Donate Chapter Project - The BBW

Facebook: www://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer

Ops & Info: Weekly email with news, announcements, and AT/VH opportunitiesent
to your email on Sunday.
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Upcoming Events
For more information, go to www.citynaturechallenge.org/

The 2021 City Nature Challenge
takes place in 2 parts

April 30 - May 4 -
May 3 May 9

Taking pictures of wild plants Identifying what was found.
and animals.

Texas Waters Specialist Program
Questions? EmailindheimerMNContact@gmail.com

Texas Waters Specialist Program
Start Your Advanced Training Today!

About Texas Waters Curriculum

Program Requirements
Obtain at least 8 hours of Advanced Training:

- Attend Texas Waters live webinars or view
recorded webinar with group discussion

. Read Texas Waters curriculum and pass 2021 Webinar Series
quizzes or small group interactive study/ Join live from 6:30-7:30 PM CT
discussion

X Jan | Shark and Fish Larvae

« Attend Texas Waters Day events, sessions, and Impacted by Microplastic
field trips at the Texas Master Naturalist
Annual Meeting Feb | Monofilament Recovery and

Recycling & Nurdle Patrol
« Other approved aquatic or watershed learning

activities or trainings (up to 4 hours) Mar | Harmful Algae Blooms
Specialists earn a Certiﬁcat'e of Recognition, April | Watershed Protection
nametag flag, and heron pin! Programs

Annual Renewal Requirements May | Native American Cultural

. Participate in at least 10 hours of approved ECthe I

volunteer service projects in the area of water June | Regenerative Land
and watersheds. Management for Watersheds

« Examples: Habitat restoration, water quality suly | Aquatic Vegetation
monitoring, clean-ups, and educational Management
Renewed Specialists receive
recognition at Texas Waters Day.

Aug | One Water and Water
P Conservation
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Lindheimer Chapter
0 The Bi MemberRRhetase

ofr he | c @hot bysTerésa Turko

0Car di nanbwdinTexash ¢
Photo by Darlene Varga

OBrrrrr!
Photo by Erin Harrison

OHummi ngbird
Photo by Brian Trock
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From the Editor

Our meeting on July 158 will be hybridé in person
as well as via WebEX so that you can choose
according to your level of safety required.
Bringing food is still a nad but hopefully soon!
Sign up here if you are attending in person:

Lindheimer Master Naturalist: Monthly Meeting in
person at TPML and via WEBEX (signupgenius.com)

The Big Give is September 24" é your chance ta
donate to the chapter so we can continue our
good works!
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Lindheimer Chapter Member Susan Bogle Reaches
15,000 VolunteerHourd

Certified as a Texas Master
Naturalist in 2004, Susan
) ~pzj «®]® «O
Master Naturalist because
of my love of nature and
wanting to serve my
community. Being a Maste
Naturalist reinforced my
view of how
nature is
intricately
intertwined and
symbiotically
related. Over the last 17 years, Susan has
volunteered at Tye Preston Memorial Library, Guadalupe River State Park,
Cibolo Nature Center, Guadalupe River TrailSouh, Friesenhahn Cave, Fischer
Park, Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation, Corps of
Engineers, Canyon Lake Gorge, Various bird, inse
& plant surveys, PAL, Comal Trails Alliance,
Bracken Cave, AgriLife gardens, Folkfest, Science
Fairs, Lady Bird Johnson WildfWwer Center, LMN
Speakers Bureau, and the Mesquite Creek Wildlife Area. The butterfly garden
at Tye Preston Memorial Library is named after Susan. When asked what she
would like to tell the next generatonM™ «] | «]rh® AX~" -f]
getinvolved-?j " j2@ «®~§ zjl2a|lr|pUo l « ~0
starting a new project for WORD at Canyon Park called the Madrone Trail
PollinatorGarden. Susan is an inspiring role model to both current and future
generations of Texas Master Nauralists.

Congratulations to Susan on her outstanding accomplishment!
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