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The Lindheimer Quarterly  
3rd Quarter 2025 

 

From the Editor 

Throughout this newsletter, there are beautiful photos submitted by 

our members. Do you have any photos to submit? Please do! Send to 

LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com. 

--MJ McFarland, Editor 

Gulf Coast Toad 
Michael Laffey 

mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
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Lindheimer Chapter 25th Anniversary  
Chapter Presidents Through the Years 

 
Year Chapter President 
2001 Darlene Welge 
2002 Doug Dalglish 
2003 Don Door 
2004 Dan Madden 
2005 Arthur Williams 
2006 Arthur Williams 
2007 Ray Laxson 
2008 Diane Schaule 
2009 James Daugherty 
2010 David Reel 
2011 Coco Brennan 
2012 Coco Brennan 
2013 Henry Hahn 
2014 Richard Bradley 
2015 Richard Bradley 
2016 Jim Teeling 
2017 Joel Dunnington 
2018 Rich Nielson 
2019 Rich Nielson 
2020 Rich Nielson 
2021 Rich Nielson 
2022 Michael Buley 
2023 Michael Buley 
2024 Sue Sommer 
2025 Sue Sommer 
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Volunteer Opportunities by Amy Sharp 
The Lindheimer Projects Committee highlights volunteer opportunities 
in the Lindheimer Texas Master Naturalists newsletter! Sites are 
shared quarterly to inform the LMN about the breadth of ways to 
support our community.  
 
BLANCO STATE PARK Blanco SP is a small 

state park with swimming and fishing, wildlife 
viewing, hiking, and short term and weekend 

camping.  The new park interpreter is offering more park programs and 
activities and two Texas Master Naturalists chapters are supporting this 
effort - the Highland Lakes Chapter and the Lindheimer Chapter. 
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/blanco  
 
WHAT/WHEN 

• Site Work - 2nd Thursday of each month is a River bank cleanup 
and access project.  Blanco SP is expanding or opening up more 
areas to access the two river sections for fishing and swimming. 
Done along with the park ranger staff.  (About 2-3 hours weather 
dependent.)  

• Education/Outreach -  
• 2nd Saturday of each month will be a Fishing 101 program - there are two Angler Ed specialists 

leading this and support is needed for participants.  (About 2 hours)   
• 4th Saturday is planned for an educational discovery presentation by a Master Naturalist - new 

topics to be planned for each month.  (1-2 hours, MN choice.) 
• Blanco SP has a goal of providing ‘Homeschooling in the Park’. This project would provide 

education on ‘Naturalist’ topics and is in progress. Master Naturalists are great candidates to assist 
in this effort.  

WHERE 
• Blanco State Park 
• 101 Park Road 23 
• Blanco, TX 78606 

WHY IT MATTERS 
• Blanco SP is located within an hour of 

San Antonio and Austin. Providing 
structured education opportunities as 
well as park amenities that support learning would both grow the park as well as the minds of our youth.  

HOW TO GET STARTED!  
• Contact Al Lillis 
• 512-680-2580 
• sea_boat35@yahoo.com 

For Fishing and Riverbank Cleanup 
• Contact Butch Williams 
• 512-767-5963 
• butchwangedu@gmail.com 

mailto:sea_boat35@yahoo.com
mailto:butchwangedu@gmail.com
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Body Language of Wasps 
 
Wasp body language is a complex system of signals that includes chemical signals, body language, 
vibrations, and visual signals. These signals are used to communicate various messages within the wasp 
colony, such as danger, food, and social hierarchy. Here are some key points about wasp body 
language: 

• Pheromones: Chemical signals that transmit messages and coordinate activities within the 
colony. (1) 

• Body Language: Includes raised wings, bent antennae, and body posture to signal aggression 
or submission. (1)  

• Visual Signals: Such as dances to communicate food locations or nesting sites. (1) 
• Vibrations and Sounds: Used to share information and signal danger. (1) 

• Aggressive Postures: Raised wings, bent antennae, and body posture to indicate readiness to 
defend the nest. (2) 

References: 
1. How Do Wasps Communicate? Unveiling the Secrets of their Social Language – bugpursuits.com 
2. How to Tell If a Wasp Is Angry: Signs and Behavior - Bug Domain 

Additional resources: Paper Wasp Body Language – Trego's Mountain Ear;  
How do Wasps Communicate? Uncovering the Secrets of Nature's Scary Insect. 

 
Please note: This article was written using an AI program. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c6db817973b7f7a776f116cd680f348da231ec9bfdf40bf74fa8b19a2ffc38f6JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdwdXJzdWl0cy5jb20vaG93LWRvLXdhc3BzLWNvbW11bmljYXRlLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=391aed1c58194af5144bd989ac208bb5c9f6f31dfb6842e2c6298dfb1fbde9c2JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdkb21haW4uY29tL2hvdy10by10ZWxsLWlmLWEtd2FzcC1pcy1hbmdyeS1zaWducy1hbmQtYmVoYXZpb3Iv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=391aed1c58194af5144bd989ac208bb5c9f6f31dfb6842e2c6298dfb1fbde9c2JmltdHM9MTc1MzU3NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=183e133c-5939-61f0-06ff-00b1584c608e&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9idWdkb21haW4uY29tL2hvdy10by10ZWxsLWlmLWEtd2FzcC1pcy1hbmdyeS1zaWducy1hbmQtYmVoYXZpb3Iv&ntb=1
https://bugpursuits.com/how-do-wasps-communicate/
https://bugdomain.com/how-to-tell-if-a-wasp-is-angry-signs-and-behavior/
https://tregomountainear.com/2020/09/08/wasps-3-body-language/
https://www.asmpestcontrol.com/do-wasps-communicate/
https://www.asmpestcontrol.com/do-wasps-communicate/


7 
 

Chapter Information Page 

 
 
  

2025 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
 

OFFICERS 
 

  PRESIDENT   Sue Sommer 
  VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Dugan 

                        SECRETARY  Rob Kyrouac 
                              TREASURER             Don Epps 

 
COMMITTEES 
Standing Committees 
Education – Caroline Broderick, Director 
Membership & Records – Cheryl Trock, Brian Trock  
Outreach – Debbie Kyrouac 
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer 

 
Subcommittees 
Trunks – Deb Kyrouac 
Program to Assist Landowners (PAL) – Elisabeth Olszewski 
Community Recognition – Michael Buley 
Hospitality – Joni McGhee 
New Class Rep – Karen Meyer                  
Photographer – Skyler Rightmire 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Director – MJ McFarland 
Out & About – Sara Riggs 

 
CHAPTER ADVISORS 
Pending 

 
 

The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter  
MJ McFarland – Editor 

Newsletter published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas 
Master Naturalist™ to communicate, educate & inform chapter 
members & the Hill Country Community.  Current and previous 
issues of The Quarterly are posted on the website 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/whats-new 

 
How to CONTACT Us 

Email:  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com 
 

Website:  https://txmn.org/lindheimer 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/ 
 

Snail Mail:  Lindheimer Chapter 
c/o Comal County AgriLife 

325 Resource Dr. 
New Braunfels, TX 78132 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2025 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

 Meetings are held in-person  
every 3rd Thursday  

 (unless otherwise noted)  
5:45 pm – 7:30pm 

 
Sign-up to bring snacks: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EABAF23A
7F49-55530945-lindheimer 

 

2025 Board of Directors Meetings 
Every 4th Monday at 5:00 PM 
Meetings are via Zoom 
All members welcome 
 
Zoom Link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7461036858 

 
Board Minutes available at: 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-
members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/ 
 

All photos ©Darlene Varga 

https://txmn.org/lindheimer/whats-new
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
https://txmn.org/lindheimer
https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7461036858
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7461036858
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
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Our Members:  
Out & About  

in the Community 
 

CRRC Day Camp July 24, 2025 “Mammals” 
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Communications Photo Awards – July 2025 
 
 
  

1st Place – Bald Eagles – Susan Bogle 
2nd Place – Anniversary – Susan Bogle 
3rd Place – Fox – Kathy Nelson Laney 

Ribbons are awarded to the 
members whose photos receive 
the most “views” on our 
FaceBook page each month. 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place ribbons will be 
presented at the monthly 
meetings.  All you have to do is 
submit your photos to 
LindheimerMNContact@gmail.c
om.  Your photo will be posted 
on our page. If you don’t have a 
FB account – no problem!  I can 
take a screenshot & send it to 
you so you’ll know what it looks 
like!    

Thanks! Marilyn McFarland  
Director, Communications 

mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
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Communications Photo Awards – August 2025 
 
 

 

 
 

1st Place – Loran Wilson 
2nd Place – Loran Willson 
3rd Place – Edith Bergquist 
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Communications Photo Awards – September 2025 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Place – Cindy Goodrum 
2nd Place – Sue Sommer 
3rd Place – Caroline Brodrick 
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Web & Facebook Stats 
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Twenty-five members of the community have committed to the year-long training to become 
Certified Texas Master Naturalists! 

 
 

 
  

2025 Class: Painted Buntings 

Top row: Sue Sommer 
Bottom row: Skylar Rightmire 
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 Chapter Recertifications and Milestone Awards 
2025 Recertification Pin – Greater Roadrunner 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENT!  

 

Recertifications Milestone Awards 
Jan  Ellen Anderson, Susan Bogle, Ron Lucik, Jeanie 

Springer, Brian Trock, Darlene Varga 
250 HOURS: Ricky Corbell, Rosemary Melody 

Feb Don Bergquist, Edith Berquist, Caroline Broderick, 
Trish Coons, Don Epps, Wendy Harter, Tom Petray, 
Lois Ricci, Cheryl Trock 

250 HOURS: Wendy Harter 
1,000 HOURS: Trish Coons, Dave Wright 
5,000 HOURS: Lois Ricci 

Mar Carolyn Andrews, Richard Andrews, John Davis, 
Marian Henderson, Wendy Hill, Jim Jameson, Tim 
Killam, Anne-Marie Kimball, Deb Kyrouac, Jane 
Miller, Rhonda Neel, Ellen Petray, Mike 
Poffenberger, Amy Sharp, Teresa Turko 

4,000 HOURS: John Davis 

April Tom Jones, Judy Henfey, Patricia Porterfield, Lisa 
Smith, Teresa St. John, Rich Nielson, David Meyer, 
Marilyn McFarland 

250 HOURS: Thomas Oldham 
500 HOURS: Pat Carnes 
 

May Keith Landry, David Gruener, Christine Gruener, 
Joni McGhee, Jim Doyle, Evelyn Nielson, Susan 
Sommer 

250 HOURS: Tim Killam, Anne-Marie Kimball 
500 HOURS: Margaret Oliver 
1,000 HOURS: Caroline Broderick 

June Linda Bolano, Ron Butts, Heidi Case, Julie Crouch, 
Nancy DeMarco, Harry Ferrell, Pat Fletcher, Rob 
Kyrouac, Tom Oldham, Mike Roberts 

250 HOURS: Laurie Dugan 
 

July Gretchen Ferrell, Don Fletcher, Gail Groves, 
Tommy Lanier, Lori Largen, Kelly Stinnette, Dwaine 
Vann 

1,000 HOURS: Mike Roberts 

August Lauri Gleaves, Vanessa Brown, Brenda Stoeck, Pat 
Carnes, Howard Grove, Scott Ofsdahl, Christy 
Martinez, Marcia Kelly 

1,000 HOURS: Ron Lucik 
 

Members receiving pins 
& milestone awards at 
monthly meetings 
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Monthly Chapter Meetings 
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Contributing to Citizen Science:  iNaturalist.org 

 

 “Citizen” Science is the participation of non-scientists in 
scientific research.  As naturalists, many of us already participate in 
community science projects that contribute to the body of 
scientific knowledge about plants, animals & insects:  butterfly 
surveys, bird counts, plant identification.  And we take pictures – 
LOTS of pictures!  Each picture is an observation and represents an 
opportunity to increase the scientific knowledge of what, where & 
when.  One of the largest community science projects is iNaturalist, 
a world-wide, on-line database of observations provided by 
community scientists like Master Naturalists.   “If enough people 

recorded their observations, it would be like a living record of life on 
Earth that scientists and land managers could use to monitor changes in biodiversity, and that anyone 
could use to learn more about nature.”  
 
How to get started?  Go to www.inaturalist.org and sign up! 

Here are the iNaturalist numbers as of October 15, 2025. Take a look at Comal County!!! 
 
 

 

   
 

 

 
The Electronic Lindheimer 
 

Website:   www://txmn.org/lindheimer/ Take a look around our website to see what’s available!  
 

 
 

Facebook:  www://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer 

Location Observations Species Observers 
World 280,056,606 537,585 3,926,504 
Texas 13,676,590 30,431 208,726 
Comal County 223,986 5,999 8,210 

Photo by Teresa Turko 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/
https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer

