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Sacahuiste nolina texana by Shari Ferguson The species name is from the state of Texas. Common names include "Texas sacahuiste", "bunchgrass", and "Texas beargrass".[
Nolina texana (Texas sacahuista) | Native Plants of North America
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OFFICERS

  PRESIDENT 		Sue Sommer
  VICE PRESIDENT	Laurie Dugan
                        SECRETARY 	Rob Kyrouac
                              TREASURER            	Don Epps

COMMITTEES
Standing Committees
Education – Amy Sharp, Director
Membership & Records – Brian Trock, Cheryl Trock 
Outreach – Debbie Kyrouac
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer

Subcommittees
Trunks – Deb Kyrouac
Program to Assist Landowners (PAL) – Caroline Broderick
Community Recognition – Michael Buley, Past President
Hospitality – Joni McGhee
New Class
Rep – William Netherland      		        
Photographer – Jessica Farrer

COMMUNICATIONS
Director – MJ McFarland
Out & About – Sara Riggs

CHAPTER ADVISORS
Jason Mangold
Rachel Grotte

The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter 
MJ McFarland – Editor
Newsletter published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist™ to communicate, educate & inform chapter members & the Hill Country Community.  Current and previous issues of The Quarterly are posted on the website https://txmn.org/lindheimer/whats-new

How to CONTACT Us
Email:  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com

Website:  https://txmn.org/lindheimer

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/

Snail Mail:  Lindheimer Chapter
c/o Comal County AgriLife
325 Resource Dr.
New Braunfels, TX 78132







2026 Board of Directors Meetings
Every 4th Monday at 5:00 PM
Meetings are via Zoom
All members welcome


Zoom Link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7461036858
Board Minutes available at:
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/

2026 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS

 Meetings are held in-person 
or online every 3rd Thursday 
 (unless otherwise noted) 
Click here Monthly Chapter Meeting
for the most up-to-date info 

Sign-up to bring snacks: Lindheimer Master Naturalists: Lindheimer Master Naturalist Chapter Meeting Snacks
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Photos clockwise from top L: Laura Cavaretta; Kris Moore, Laurie Dugan, Kris Moore, Nancy DeMarco, Cindy Goodrum, Launi Poppaditch, Edith Bergquist


The Black Bee Assassin Bug
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Lurking in the shadows of your garden is a deadly creature with the intimidating name of Apiomerus longispinis, the Black Bee Assassin Bug. The more you learn about this true bug, the more you realize it lives up to its name.

How do they stalk and kill their prey? Assassin bugs employ various specialized hunting strategies. Many are ambush predators, patiently waiting for unsuspecting insects. Others actively stalk prey, using camouflage. Some exhibit aggressive mimicry, such as spider-hunting species that pluck webs to lure arachnids, or those that secrete sticky substances to ensnare ants. Once prey is detected, the assassin bug uses its piercing-sucking mouthparts, called a rostrum, to deliver a quick strike. The bug injects venomous saliva through this rostrum, containing paralytic and digestive enzymes. This potent cocktail quickly immobilizes the prey and liquefies its internal tissues. The assassin bug then sucks out the digested contents because they don’t have chewing mouthparts. Their diet is varied, consisting of a wide range of insects and small arthropods. Common prey include flies, caterpillars, beetles, aphids, and leafhoppers. Some are specialized, like bee assassins that target bees, or those that prey on spiders. From “What Do Assassin Bugs Do? And Are They Dangerous? - Biology Insights”Photo by Michael Laffey



For photos of assassin bugs, click here: Assassin Bugs of Texas


April 2026 Photo Winners
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Photos by:
1st Loran Wilson
2nd Nancy DeMarco
3rd Caroline Andrews

[image: ][image: ][image: ]May 2026 Photo Winners
Photos by:
1st Teresa Turko
2nd Caroline Broderick
3rd Dwain Vann

[image: ]June 2026 
Photo Winners
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Photos by:
1st Michael Laffey
2nd Michael Buley
3rd Debbie Caraway
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     2026 Class: Bluebonnets


[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk198364000]












[image: ][image: ]
[image: A butterfly on a tree

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: ]
Chapter Recertifications and Milestone Awards
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENT 
	Jan 
	Susan Bogle, Jeanie Springer, Darlene Varga

	500 HOURS: Denise Miner-Williams, Tom Petray
25,000 HOURS: Susan Bogle

	Feb
	Trish Coons, Don Epps, Marian Henderson, Deb Kyrouac, Rob Kyrouac, Ron Lucik, Marilyn McFarland, Mike Poffenberger, Lois Ricci 
	250 HOURS: David Meyer 
1,000 Hours: Linda Valdez 

	Mar
	Ellen Anderson, Jim Jameson, Brian Trock, Cheryl Trock, Caroline Broderick, Tim Killam, Teresa Turko, Debra Caraway, Don Bergquist, Edith Bergquist, Carolyn Andrews, Lisa Smith
	250 HOURS: Richard Andrews
500 HOURS: Miguelita Scanio, Mary Williams
5,000 Hours: Jim Jameson

	Apr
	Robyn Cooke, Wendy Harter, Wendy Hill, Anne-Marie Kimball, Christy Martinez, Hazel McCarthy, Karen Meyer, Patricia Porterfield, Susan Sommer 
	250 HOURS: Debra Caraway 
500 HOURS: Carolyn Andrews 
4,000 Hours: Ellen Anderson 


	May
	Richard Andrews, Christina Campbell, Jennifer Clark, John Davis, Nancy DeMarco, Craig Dillion, Laurie Dugan, Gail Groves, Rhonda Neel, Ellen Petray, Tom Petray, Sara Riggs, Mike Roberts, Miguelita Scanio, Kelly Stinnette
	250 HOURS: Dick Bigelow
500 HOURS: Tim Killam

	Jun
	No recertifications this month.
	250 HOURS: Camille Tyler
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2026 TMN Recertification Pin: The Bobcat



[image: ]Monthly 
Chapter 
Meetings

[image: ]











[image: ]


Chapter Meetings are every 3rd Thursday at 5:45 PM unless otherwise noted. Meetings are in person and online. Most current information and online address can be found on our website here: Monthly Chapter Meeting









                                                                   

Contributing to Citizen Science:  iNaturalist.org

[image: ]	“Citizen” Science is the participation of non-scientists in scientific research.  As naturalists, many of us already participate in community science projects that contribute to the body of scientific knowledge about plants, animals & insects:  butterfly surveys, bird counts, plant identification.  And we take pictures – LOTS of pictures!  Each picture is an observation and represents an opportunity to increase the scientific knowledge of what, where & when.  One of the largest community science projects is iNaturalist, a world-wide, on-line database of observations provided by community scientists like Master Naturalists.  
	“If enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a living record of life on Earth that scientists and land managers could use to monitor changes in biodiversity, and that anyone could use to learn more about nature.” Photo by Dwain Vann



How to get started?  Go to www.inaturalist.org and sign up!
Here are the iNaturalist numbers as of July 3, 2026. Take a look at Comal County!!!
	Location
	Observations
	Species
	Observers

	World
	330,650,368
	571,924
	4,285,619

	Texas
	15,911,469
	31,748
	228,299

	Comal County
	262,798
	6,355
	9,314
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Many of our members contribute to iNaturalist! Four of the top ten iNaturalist observers in Comal County are Lindheimer Chapter members!  That’s dedication to citizen science! 

Observations in Comal County as of July 3, 2026
1 	Darlene Varga 	29,607
2	Edith Bergquist 	7,220			
3	Don Bergquist		4,426
4	Brian Trock 		2,572	

[image: ]	Web & Facebook Stats
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The Electronic Lindheimer

Website:   www://txmn.org/lindheimer/ Take a look around our website to see what’s available! 
[image: ]



Facebook:  www://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer
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Ribbons   are   awarded to the members  whose photos  are the most popular  ( receive the most “views” on our  FaceBook page )   each month. 1 st , 2 nd , and  3 rd   place ribbons will be presented at the  monthly meetings.  All you have to do is  submit your photos to  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com .     Thanks! Marilyn McFarland     Director,  Communications  
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2026 Class Schedule - Lindheimer Master Naturalist

Date / Time Activity Instructors Location Book Units
6th January 6-9pm Orientation xz‘r“w;';? director & class coordinators, board | » o ite Center Intro to TMN & unit 3
T3th January 6-9pm Geoloay & Sl Mike Poffenberger AgriLife Center Unit?
31d February 6-9pm | Weather & Ciimate Jon Zeftler- NOAA weather (rfd) AgriLife Center Units
31 March 6-9pm Archeology D_Clark Wemecke ‘AgriLife Center Units 2 & 22
7th March Canyon Gorge Field Trip GBRA/GPS Canyon Lake Unit7
7th April 6-9pm Ecology & Ecosystems John Herron (ret TPWD & TNG) AgriLife Center Units 4,586
11th April e e rean S‘“;g?;";‘:f River —lnits 4,586
5th May 6-9pm Ormithology Tom & Patsy Inglet (AAMN & Audubon) AgriLife Center Unit 12
16th Ma Birding at Crescent Bend Field Trip_[Tom & Patsy Inglet (AAMN & Audubon) Scherz Unit12
2nd June 6-0pm Botany & Taxonomy Debbie Kyrouac (LVIN & NPSOT) AgriLife Center Units 10& 11
7th July 6-0pm Herpetology Ryan Collster (TPWD Govemment Ganyon) _| AgriLife Genter Unit 15
4th August 6-6pm Mammalogy Dr Pamela Owen (UT Ausfin) ‘AgriLife Center Unit 16
Bih August Bracken Bat Flight Field Trip Riystie Miner Garden Ridge Unit16
1st September 6-9pm g:g{;;gfs‘a”“ Ecology & Doug Dalglish (LMN) AgriLife Center Units 17 & 20
15t September Bamberger Ranch Field Trip April Sansom (Selah) Johnson City Units 17320
6th October 6-9pm Entomology Wolly Keck (TAMU AgriLife) AgriLife Center Unit 13
10th October The Meadows Center Field Trip TSU Education Center San Marcos Units 6,17 18 & 18

3rd November 6-9pm

Water Resources

Gregg Eckhardt (Edwards Aquifer)

AgriLife Center

Unit 9

Tst December 6-9pm

Urban systems & xeriscaping

TBD

AgriLife Center

Unit 21

17th December

‘Graduation at December Chapter Meeting — verify date with chapter president
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AND THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST 2025
RECERTIFICATION PIN IS....
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Lindheimer Chapter Monthly Meeting EXA

T,

When: Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 5:45 pm
Who: Christine Blain, Elizabeth Edgerton, Daniel Large
Where: In person: Mammen Family Public Library,
151 Bulverde Crossing, Bulverde
or Online: https://usObweb.zoom.us/[/ 7461036858
What: “Environmental Management in the Guadalupe Basin -
GBRA’s Water Quality Monitoring and Habitat Conservation

Plan Programs”
T et ekl itpormced byt e A Rl ity Dot M sy Pl i)

Elizabeth Edgerton, Water Qualty
Program Supenvsor. Elzabeth oversees
the Water Quallty Department at GBRA.
Elizabeth has a master's degree from
Texas ASM University, where she.
focused on aquatic invasive plant

Christine Blain
Community Aftairs Coordinator

Daniel Large, HCP Director. Daniel helps (ead
the development of GBRA's Habitat
Conservation Ptan (HCP). Daniel has a PhD.

from Comell University where he studied
colaborative strategies to address
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Monthly Chapter Meeting

Who: Logan Leedham, Aquatic Ecologist, Bio-West, Inc.
hittps://www bio-west. com/

What: “Bio-West and the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan:
Habitat Restoration and Bio-monitoring in Central Texas™
Where: In person: Mammen Family Public Library, 151 Bulverde Crosing, Bulverde

‘or Online: hittps://usO6web zoom.us/|/7461036858
When: Thursday, May 21, 2026, at 5:45 pm

environmental consulting firm specializing in research and management of aquatic species and
ecosystems. | obtained a Bachelors of Science in Aquatic Biology from Texas State University in
December 2019 and began my career at Bio-West the following spring. In my six years with
the company I have participated in projects around the siate of Texas and beyond, but the
profect I spend the most time with is the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan.
This project centers around the restoration of habitat for endangered species and the
monitoring of said species and is what he will talk about 2t the meeting,
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Lindheimer Chapter Monthly Chapter Meeting

. 31(

Who:  Larry Jackson, Executive Director of External & .

Regulatory Affairs, Edwards Aquifer Authority

uifer.

What:_“Managing, Enhancing & Protecting the Edwards Aquifer:

The Role of the Edwards Aquifer Authority”
Where: ONLINE ONLY: https://usO6web zoom_us/[/7461036858
When: Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 5:45 pm

Lanry is the Executive Director of External & Regulatory Affairs for the Edwards Aquifer
Authority, where he manages the EAA’s permitting, conservation, and

requlatory programs while providing support

to the EAA in activities related to ts federally ;(

approved Habitat Conservation Plan. Prior to edwards aquifer
joining the EAA, Larry worked as the Director AvTHORITY
of Customer Service and Communications for

The Texas Water Company. Larry is 2 Texas

Master Naturalist and 2 member of the Lindheimer Chapter!
Larry received a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies
from Texas State University and a Master of Arts degree in
International Relations from St. Mary’s University.

About the Edwards Aquifer: The
- Edwards Aquifer, a karst aquifer,
is 3 unique groundwater system
and one of the most

prolific artesian aquifers in the
world. Itis one of the greatest
natural resources on Earth,
serving the diverse agricultural,
industrial, recreational, and
domestic needs of more than
two million users in south
central Tes.

Edwards Aquifer

(Balcones Fault Zone)
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FaceBook Web
Views
Month #Posts | Total Page |Most Popular | Views |Most Popular | Views |Most Popular Views 2026
Views | Follows |Photo #1 Photo #2 Photo #3

January (17 | 11,854 | 980 [Warming 789 [Armadillo 776 |BarredOwl 466 2,531
Station Poppaditch, L. Stoeck, B.
Caraway, D.

February |14 9,514 | 983 |FebSpeakerS|2 195 [Woodpecker | 486 |CoralsnakeM.| 377 2,467
Sommer D. Bergquist Buley

March 25 12,232 | 995 [BatCon 1,244 (2026 Class 928 |DinoDays 893 1,854
Poffenberger Sharp, A. Henfey

April 16 9,560 1011 |Indigo Bunt. 984 |Colorful Cat 832 [Cleaning Crew 539 1,798
Wilson, L. DeMarco, N. (Andrews, C.

May 18 15,023 | 1,032 |Wildflowers |2 663 |Red Moth 1,240 |Tarantula 692 1,855
Turko Broderick Vann

June 13 8,587 | 1039 |Assassin- 1,203 |Scorplings- | 1,138 |H-bird Collage| 801 1,622
Laffey, M. Buley, M. Caraway, D,.

July

August

September

October

November

December

Total 103 66,770 r 12,127
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