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BIG FOOT SITING AT EAGLE COUNT EVENT!!

LRMN participated in the bald eagle count at Toledo Bend Reservoir on
January 13, 2018. Three teams of two covered a fifty mile area stretch-
ing from Fin and Feather resort (southwest of Hemphill, TX) north to
Shelbyville TX. This area has been covered by our group for almost 10
years. Approximately 40 eagles were spotted, with the most being found
in lesser populated areas. Some areas that were searched before are in-
accessible now due to spreading housing developments. The teams in-
cluded Julia McCormick and Sue Singletary, Gerald and Christine
Schmelebeck and Keith Stephens and Lori Horne. More participants
are needed for more accurate counts.

Something appearing to be Big Foot
was sited in the Shelbyville area.

2018 Officers

LRMN officers for 2018 are Bill Zech—
President, Lori Horne—Vice president, Joanie
Kochanek—treasurer and Sharon Lamorecaux—
secretary.

Officers for Friends of the Park were also elect-
ed in January. They include Keith Stephens—
President, Lori Horne—Vice President,
Hugh Pickle—Treasurer, Sharon
Lamoreaux—Secretary, Beth Pickle and
Garry Lamoreaux —Directors.

2nd Graders at
Martin Dies Jr. Park

On January 10th, Martin Dies Jr. State Park hosted approximately one hundred 2nd graders from Hudson ISD of
Lufkin, TX for a day of adventure in the outdoors. Activities included a hike discussing how weather and seasons
affect wild animals, an archeology box for discovering coins and other objects, a web of life demonstrating the
complexities of the relationships within ecosystems, and other hands-on activities including leaf rubbings. Many
of our members were able to volunteer to help with these future Master Naturalists. They include Robert Webb,
Don Fralick, Claire Boutee, Laura Clark and Janette Johnson. Check out Long Leaf Ridge Master Naturalists on
Facebook and our web sight https://txmn.org/llr/welcome/ for more pictures.



Guerilla Gardening
Seed Bombs

Lori Horne introduced us to a fun, hands-on guerilla gardening technique at our January meeting. With soil,
clay, and native seeds, we made seed bombs (also called green grenades).

Guerilla gardening is described as the act of gardening on land that the gardeners do not have the legal rights
to cultivate, such as abandoned sites, areas that are not being cared for, or private property. Seed bombing is a
fun and effective way to add a tiny oasis of wildflowers and healthy green plants in vacant lots and other over-
looked and neglected parcels of land. They also can be used in our flower beds for a fill-in pop of color.

Members were invited to gather at the table, dig in and roll up several bombs to take home and distribute as
desired. This project would also make a great learning activity to share with children. Thanks, Lori!!

Do you have a nature-related activity, collection, hobby, favorite resource, person of interest
or location, etc. to share with our group? Contact Lori at lori.hornel 965@gmail.com to
submit suggestions or to be added to the program.

Got News? Email me at sherlmx@gmail.com

UP-COMING EVENTS

February—
10th—Eagle Hike @ Martin Jr. Park 10am—12pm
Meet at the Island Trailhead on the Walnut Slough Day Use Area to hike a half mile to Eagle Point
and view nesting Bald Eagles through a spotting scope. Bring binoculars, water, hiking stick if
needed, and dress for the weather.
13th—Chapter meeting @ Martin Dies Jr. Park dining hall—6pm
Sue Singletary will present the Eagle Count results for 2018

March—
13th—Chapter meeting @ Martin Dies Jr. Park dining hall—6pm
14th—Eagle Hike @ Martin Jr. Park 10am—12pm
Meet at the Island Trailhead on the Walnut Slough Day Use Area to hike a half mile to Eagle Point
and view nesting Bald Eagles through a spotting scope. Bring binoculars, water, hiking stick if
needed, and dress for the weather.
17th—Azalea Festival 10am—4pm Courthouse square Volunteer to promote LRMN at our booth

For im the end, we will conserve only what we Love, we will Love only what we understand,
wWe will understand only what we are taught. — Babe Dloum



