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Welcome to 2019!! As I am writing this, we are just 3 weeks into the new year and
we have already had a group travel to Nacogdoches for the Growing Up Wild course,
three groups have traveled to Toledo Bend Reservoir for the annual Eagle Survey and a
part of the Siecke Signage Committee has made a trek to Jones State Park in Conroe to
check out their signage. So...... things are a-happening quickly.

If you haven’t been a part of these travels, it’s not too late to get on board. Check out
our website at https://txmn.org/llr for posted opportunities. Laura Clark has been
working very hard to get lots of information on there, for our benefit, in a very user-
friendly format.

As your new president, I'm looking forward to a great year. This is one of the best
teams I have ever had the opportunity to work with. So knowledgeable, but eager to
learn more, so generous with your time and talents and I am your biggest fan.

With a new class waiting in the wings, we will have opportunities to shine brighter
than ever. We will need every hand on deck. Don’t wait to be asked, there is a place
for all.

Let’s make this year the Best!!! Thanks, Sharon

January's Chapter Meeting

With a busy first quarter of the new year
already started, members met on January I by ,
8th for a round table to discuss several \}*

events that are coming up quickly. The
details of the Eagle Count at Toledo Bend
Lake, the Azalea Festival, and a new class
for 2019 were hot topics of the night.

Janette Johnson and Garry Lamoreaux were the winners of the door prizes this
month. Congratulations!

Happy Birthday Newsletter!!!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

February —
2nd—Guided Canoe trip—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am-12pm
6th—Head Start planning meeting—Agrilife office—9am
7th—LRMN board meeting—Agrilife office—10am
9th—Guided Canoe trip—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am-12pm
12th—LRMN Chapter meeting—EDRR Beetle Monitoring/Teaching Trunks— 6pm MD]JSP Dining Hall
15th-18th—Back Yard Bird Count online birdcount.org
16th—Native Bee program by Robert Webb—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—2pm

March —
7th—LRMN board meeting—Agrilife office—10am
12th—LRMN Chapter meeting—Bees by Robert Webb and Terry McFall - 6pm MDJSP Dining Hall
16th—Azalea Festival booth—]Jasper Courthouse Square, Chairman -Don Fralick
19th—New Naturalists Class begins
23rd—Nature Walk—Carnivorous plants @ Boykin Springs led by Laura Clark

Head Start—Contact Claire Boutte - fdclaire@gmail.com

Martin Dies Jr. State Park - Contact Ranger Amy at Amy.Kocurek.tpwd.texas.gov
Robert Webb is taking advantage of the opportunity to help Ranger Amy at the Nature Center. He’s prepared a
program about Native Bees that he will be presenting to the park visitors. All this will earn him service credit and the
visitors will come away more informed about all that buzzes in their back yards. You could do this!!

Azalea Festival Booth committee—Contact Don Fralick— fralickdonald@gmail.co
New Class Committee - Contact Sharon Lamoreaux - sherlmx@gmail.com

e Membership dues for the new year. $10 per person.

FREQUENTLY USED WEB SITES

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists Web Site..........c.ovvitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeenennnnn https://txmn.org/llr/
Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists FaceBook....https://www.facebook.com/LongleafRidgeMasterNaturalists/
Martin Dies Jr. State Park events................... https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park events
Watson Preserve............coooiiiiiiiiiin, http://watsonpreserve.ning.com/?xg_source=msg_mes_network
Big Thicket National Preserve......cooo i sereseerennines https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm

Send your favorites to sherlmx(@gmail.com
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Leaves were the subject of the day at the Growing
Up Wild course in Nacogdoches on January 11th.
Although the day was a little crisp, we played the
part of students 3-7 years of age in this outdoor
learning circle, using our senses to get familiar
enough with our chosen leaf to be able to pick it
from a crowd, describe it for a friend and even go in search of duplicates. We ate leaves (salad), painted and
printed leaves, did rubbings of leaves, created art with leaves and much more, all to learn how to take one sub-
ject and teach it many ways. We came back with great ideas to use with Head Start, student field trips at Martin
Dies Jr. State Park, kid activities at booth set-ups, and trunk ideas.

The Roy E. Larsen Sandyland Sanctuary, managed by
Nature Conservancy, has 5,000 new longleaf pine
seedlings planted now, thanks to volunteers, including
several from Longleaf Ridge. The Sanctuary, located
on Village Creek off Highway 327 near Silsbee, lost
many of its longleaf that were in the grass stage after
Hurricane Harvey inundated the land for an extended
period of time. The 5,654-acre Sanctuary is making a
wonderful recovery, and is open anytime for visitors
to hike, bird watch, study nature or paddle on Village
Creek.

For more information, visit their website at:
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-
help/places-we-protect/roy-e-larsen-sandyland-

sanctuary/

-article submitted by Laura Clark

Restoring the Longleai
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Group #3—Keith Stephens, Lori Horne, Phillip Hight,
Laura Clark, Garry and Sharon Lamoreaux

Eagle survey
January 12, 2019

North lake— 31 eagles
Mid lake— 7 eagles
South lake— 0 eagles
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Group #2—Claire and Doug Boutte, Joanie Kochanek,
Terry Mc Fall, Janette Johnson, Gerald Schmelebeck

Group #1—Sue Singletary, Georgia Purdy,
Julia McCormick




