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Our chapter meeting fell on February 12th this month 

and what a fine meeting it was. Starting us off, we had 19 

volunteers who received their  re-certification pins.  

Claire Boutee and Keith Stephens earned  500 hr. pins. 

Laura Clark, Sharon Lamoreaux and Georgia 

Purdy earned 250 hr. pins 

                   YAHOO!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Marshall presented a Traveling Trunk, 

hopefully the first of many, a teaching tool to 

have on hand for last minute volunteer  

opportunities. Blue Birds are the subject of  

Brenda’s trunk. Inside, there are handouts,  

visuals, directions, materials list, etc.  

Everything someone would need to pick up  

and go. Brenda showed us how to create our  

own trunks and how the materials could be  

presented. 

 

Not pictured—Terry McFall 

EDRR -Early detection, rapid assessment and 

rapid response is a critical second defense 

against the establishment of invasive popula-

tions. Keith Stephens and Lori Horne have 

been participating in this program monitoring 

for the invasive Ambrosia Beetle and Pine 

Beetle, both very devastating to our native 

pine population. 

Lori and Keith demon-

strated one of the traps 

that they check regular-

ly. The traps are a series 

of stacked funnels that 

include different phero-

mones to attract the 

beetles. The beetles fall 

into the trap and then 

slip  into a container. 

All of the insects col-

lected are gathered reg-

ularly and are packaged and sent to an ento-

mologist in Pineville, LA for 

identification. Volunteering like this earns 

Lori and Keith Citizen Science credit for   

service hours.  

 
Don Fralick won the door prize for February 

which was 2 bird feeders to help prepare for the 

BackYard Bird watch on February 16th to 18th. 

Joanie Kochanek and Lanny Marshall won butter-

fly posters provided by Julia McCormick. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

    April — 
          2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th—LRMN Class meetings   6pm—MDJSP Dining Hall (pot luck) 
   4th—LRMN board meeting—Agrilife office—10am 
          6th—Nature Center Volunteer training Martin Dies Jr. State Park—9am-11am 
          6th—Interpretive training— Martin Dies Jr. State Park—2pm-4pm 
          6th—Great American Trash-off—8am, Outdoor Learning Center  225 Water Street 
        20th—Earth Day Paddling Regatta—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am—12am  Litter pickup 
                        
 

• Membership dues for the new year.   $10 per person.  

 

    Head Start—Contact Claire Boutte  - fdclaire@gmail.com  

         Martin Dies Jr. State Park  - Contact Ranger Amy at  Amy.Kocurek.tpwd.texas.gov 

                   Azalea Festival Booth committee—Contact Don Fralick— fralickdonald@gmail.co 

                   New Class Committee - Contact Sharon Lamoreaux -  sherlmx@gmail.com 

MDJSP Spring service  projects—Contact Lori Horne—lori.horne1965@gmail.com                                    

FREQUENTLY USED WEB SITES 
 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists web site…………………..…………………….……. https://txmn.org/llr/ 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists FaceBook....https://www.facebook.com/LongleafRidgeMasterNaturalists/ 

Martin Dies Jr. State Park events……..………..https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park_events  

Watson Preserve………………………….....http://watsonpreserve.ning.com/?xg_source=msg_mes_network 

Big Thicket National Preserve……………………...……….….………………………..https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm 

 

             Send your favorites to sherlmx@gmail.com 

    March — 

        12th—LRMN Chapter meeting— Citizen Science by Robert Webb and Laura Clark- 6pm MDJSP Dining Hall  
        15th—Dutch Oven Cooking—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—11am-2pm 
        16th—Azalea Festival booth—Jasper Courthouse Square,  Chairman –Don Fralick 
        16th—Guided Canoe trip—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am-12pm 
        19th—New Naturalists Class begins 6pm—MDJSP Dining Hall pot luck 
        23rd—Field trip—Boykin Springs and Old Aldridge Mill  
        26th—LRMN class—6pm—Ecological Regions / Geology, Soils  - Julia McCormick  
        30th— Guided Hike—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am-11am  See nesting eagles 
                        

February 2019 
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February 2019 

Restoring the Longleaf—part 2 

How much fun can you have on a 
Wednesday? Volunteers enjoyed 
a very cool breeze coming in off of 
Steinhagen Lake as they planted 
white oak seedlings to replace 
lost trees along the shoreline and 
between camping sites near the 
Night Sky Lookout area at Martin 
Dies, Jr. State Park. This was the 
first of several projects planned to 
help the park with a little facelift 
in different spots. If you’re inter-
ested in helping plant more na-
tives, replace fence rails, or place 
petrified wood and rocks at stra-
tegic places, more projects will be 
coming up.   

Lori Horne and Laura Clark at  

Martin Dies Jr. State Park 

Early in February on a cold, frosty morning, 

eighteen canoers enjoyed a paddling trip on 

the chilly waters of Steinhagen Lake.  Sabine

-Neches Master Naturalist Gerald Langham 

led the group, assisted by our Laura Clark. 

Lori Horne and Keith Stephens, also from 

our group, and Ben King, future 

Naturalist Class student were also among 

the paddlers that morning. 

The highlight of the trip 

was a visit to the eagle 

nest. 

Martin Dies Jr. State Park 
offers these canoe trips 
free as long as they have 
volunteers to lead them. 
Check the Events Page of 
their website for these 
trips. 

 

 

This is an excerpt from an article posted on our website. 

Find it and other information at— https://txmn.org/llr/ 

-Article and photo submitted by Laura Clark 
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