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Our chapter met on March 12th, 2019 and began with lists of the 

many exciting activities that are coming up for our group to par-

ticipate in. The most exciting is the Training class that will begin 

this month.  At this moment we have 17 students standing in the 

wings awaiting their first day of class which will be March 19th. 

We have 16 weeks of Tues-

days scheduled to give them 

a little taste of a lot of things to hopefully whet 

their appetites for much more to come.  

All members are invited to these meetings as 

well and will count as AT hours.  

Robert Webb and Laura Clark gave us a  pre-

view of the Citizen Science program that they 

will  be presenting to the class next month.  

Robert’s part of the program  engaged the audi-

ence from the very first and held your interest 

throughout describing, among other things, the 

many forms of scientists and how anyone can be involved without a degree as a citi-

zen scientist. Whether it be counting eagles, or monitoring pine beetles and bumble-

bees, identifying invasive species or counting backyard birds, etc. there is a way to 

they can use our help.  

Laura shared her experience as a Citizen Scientist using the iNaturalist program. She 

began using iNaturalist as a reference tool to identify plants and insects etc. that she 

saw in her yard, then out on the trails that she explored.  The photos that she takes 

and uploads into the program for identification have since been used world-wide by 

others that need them for their studies. Which just goes to show you that although 

you are just one, you do have an impact on the world around you. Hopefully for the 

good.  

A plan to develop Jasper’s Sandy Creek Park submitted by the local Master Gardeners has 

won approval for technical assistance from the National Park 

Service’s Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program. 

Members of the Longleaf Ridge chapter of the Texas Master Natu-

ralists were invited and have been participating in the project. 

The long-term vision is to create an outdoor recreation district 

which will utilize Sandy Creek as its hub, and ultimately re-brand 

the Jasper community as a nature tourism mecca.  

The City is currently seeking community involvement through a Survey developed by 
NPS designed to determine which amenities are most preferred by local residents and other 
visitors to the park. If you love visiting Sandy Creek Park in Jasper, please take the survey, and 
ask all of your friends and family to do the same! 

An excerpt of an article on our website by Laura Clark 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

    April — 
       2nd—LRMN Class meeting   6pm-9pm, Claire Boutee - Ornithology / Laura Clark - The Nature of Naming 
       4th— LRMN Board meeting—Agrilife office—10am 
       6th— Training Class Field Trip #2— Black Branch Barrens, Five Mile Prairie—9am - 2pm 
       6th— Nature Center Volunteer training Martin Dies Jr. State Park—9am-11am 
       6th— Interpretive training— Martin Dies Jr. State Park—2pm-4pm 
       9th— LRMN Class meeting  6pm-9pm, Matt Buckingham - Ecosystems/Ecological Concepts  
     12th— Puppet Theater Volunteer Practice—MDJSP  10-11 am 
     13th—Great American Trash-off—8am, Outdoor Learning Center  225 Water Street 
     16th—LRMN Class meeting 6pm-9pm, Peter Loos - Plants    
     18th—Friends of the Park  meeting  6pm—MDJSP Nature Center  
     20th—Earth Day Paddling Regatta—Martin Dies Jr. State Park—10am—12am  Litter pickup 
     23rd—LRMN Class meeting 6pm-9pm, Dr. George Avery - Archeology / Gerald Langham - Historical TMN 
     30th—LRMN Class meeting  6pm-9pm, Roger Erickson - Weather and Climate / R. Webb, L. Clark - Citizen Science     

    

                   Head Start—Contact Claire Boutte  - fdclaire@gmail.com  

         Martin Dies Jr. State Park  - Contact Ranger Amy at  amy.kocurek@tpwd.texas.gov 

                   MDJSP Spring service  projects—Contact Lori Horne—lori.horne1965@gmail.com                                    

FREQUENTLY USED WEB SITES 
 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists web site…………………..…………………….……. https://txmn.org/llr/ 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists FaceBook....https://www.facebook.com/LongleafRidgeMasterNaturalists/ 

Martin Dies Jr. State Park events……..………..https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park_events  

Watson Preserve………………………….....http://watsonpreserve.ning.com/?xg_source=msg_mes_network 

Big Thicket National Preserve……………………...……….….………………………..https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm 

 

             Send your favorites to  me at sherlmx@gmail.com 

    May — 

       4th—Big Sit—MDJSP Observation Bridge,  Daylight(7ish) - Dusk (8ish) 
       7th—LRMN Class meeting   6pm-9pm, Robert Webb - Entomology 
       9th—LRMN Board meeting—Agrilife office—10am 
    10th—Invasives Workshop—St. Michaels Church, Jasper, TX—9am -  4pm  $10 fee at the door—Bring a lunch. 
    14th—LRMN Class meeting   6pm-9pm, Shawn Benedict - Forest Ecology / Randall Kroll - Wetland Ecology 
    21st— LRMN Class meeting   6pm-9pm, Todd Driscoll - Ichthyology / Aquatic Systems 
    25th—E. O. Siecke State Park Field Trip—details pending 
    28th—LRMN Class meeting  6pm-9pm, Sylvia Holmes - TX Water Resources / S. Lamoreaux - Volunteers as Teachers  
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photo from MDJSP Facebook page 

Spring break brought loads of visitors to 
Martin Dies, Jr. State Park. We helped  
Ranger Amy lead a Big Foot Survival Hike on 
the Island Trail to learn about finding food, 
water, shelter and space in the woods. Big 
Foot (Keith Stephens) was spotted running 
across the bridge to hide from us! 

-Article and photo submitted by Laura Clark 

“Who Lives in a Tree?” was the question 

of the day when Claire Boutte presented 

a program to the Head Start group this 

month. She got her ideas from the 

Growing Up Wild curriculum she re-

ceived at the workshop our group 

attended in January at SFA. Her puppet, 

Gray Squirrel, read the poem, Tall Oak 

Tree, while her other buddy, Georgia 

Purdy, added characters to the tree that 

she created from felt. Claire taught the 

kids a song and then ran a relay race to 

see which team of squirrels could col-

lect the most nuts. These children are 

our future. Early opportunities to learn 

to be good stewards of our planet will 

benefit all. 
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Beginning with a very chilly morning, the booth for the 2019 

Azalea Festival  debuted its new canopy, table cover and ele-

vated banner for a very professional look. Don Fralick was 

chairman  for us and he came up with a very clever way to 

create information bracelets for the kiddos to color and 

wear. With lots of faithful members pitching in to lend a 

hand, the event was a success for our organization again.  

Thanks for all you do! 

Picture submitted by Terry McFall 

Picture submitted by Don Fralick 

Picture submitted by Don Fralick 
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TRAINING CLASS—2019 
  

With 18 enrolled and a houseful of members to meet 

and greet them, the Training Class of 2019 is off to a 

great start. Enrollees range in age from 17 to 74, all 

eager to begin a great adventure.  

With short notice, students and members 

were off on their first class fieldtrip led by 

Laura Clark, Keith Stephens and Lori Horne. 

Destination—Boykin Springs for carnivorous 

plants and Catahoula outcroppings, then, 

Old Aldridge Mill and bat houses.  

Check out Laura Clark’s article on our web-

site ( https://txmn.org/llr) for an detailed 

report of the field trip. 

Julia McCormick finished out our month of March with a very informative presentation 

on Geology and Soils, and also the Ecological Regions of Texas. She also displayed an 

impressive collection of rocks, soil monoliths and regional maps. 
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