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Winding down our 16 weeks of training classes, we finished with our good friends  

from the Martin Dies Jr. State Park.  

 

 Ranger Amy Kocurek presented a slide show presenta-

tion on Herpetology showing the common characteris-

tics of amphibians and reptiles and how they differ from 

other vertebrates.  To  emphasize that there is a benefi-

cial place in the ecosystem for even the most sinister of     

species, she involved the class in a court case drama of 

Snake vs. Mouse.  After all the evidence was presented, 

it was, surprisingly, the snake that won the verdict as 

“more valued”. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

The park’s newly appointed Superintendent, 

Ranger Chuck Hubbard, presented a program 

featuring the Mammalogy unit of our curricu-

lum.  By presenting the characteristics that 

break the mammals up into families, Chuck 

presented a very interesting  and informative 

presentation.   

 

 

 

Officer Neal Kocurek, Amy’s husband is the State Park 

Police Officer for Martin Dies. Neal has worked with 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife department for many 

years at Mustang Island State Park in Corpus Christi   

as well as Martin Dies. He has also worked for the    

National Park Service at the Hovenweep  National 

Monument in Colorado and Utah and also Rocky 

Mountain National Park in Colorado.   

Officer Neal presented a program instructing us on the 

Laws, Regulations, and Ethics that will involve us in 

our endeavors as Master Naturalists.  

 

We appreciate the relationship our program has with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

and Martin Dies Jr. State Park. We value the friendships we have with Amy, Neal and 

Chuck. We look forward to  being as beneficial to them, as they are to us, in the future.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

    August— 

       3rd—  Watson Preserve—Wildflower walk with Joe Liggio (in search of Chapman’s orchids) 
       3rd— Big Thicket Preserve— Guided Canoe trip—10-2  Register at 409-951-6700  
       7th— Big Thicket Preserve— Guided Canoe trip—10-2  Register at 409-951-6700  
       8th— LRMN Board meeting—Agrilife office—10am 
     13th—LRMN Chapter meeting 6pm MDJSP Dining hall— Program — Bats, Richard Peters 
           

    

                   Head Start—Contact Claire Boutte  - fdclaire@gmail.com  

         Martin Dies Jr. State Park  - Contact Ranger Amy at  amy.kocurek@tpwd.texas.gov 

                   MDJSP service  projects—Contact Lori Horne—lori.horne1965@gmail.com                                    

FREQUENTLY USED WEB SITES 
 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists web site…………………..…………………….……. https://txmn.org/llr/ 

Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists FaceBook....https://www.facebook.com/LongleafRidgeMasterNaturalists/ 

Martin Dies Jr. State Park events……..………..https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park_events  

Watson Preserve………………………….....http://watsonpreserve.ning.com/?xg_source=msg_mes_network 

Big Thicket National Preserve……………………...……….….………………………..https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm 

 

             Send your favorites to  me at sherlmx@gmail.com 

    July— 

       3rd—LRMN Board meeting—Agrilife office—10am 
       4th— MDJSP—Scavenger Hunt,  8am—5pm  
       6th—MDJSP Nature Center—Snake talk—2-3pm  Richard Peters  
       6th— Big Thicket Preserve— Guided Canoe trip—10-2  Register at 409-951-6700  
       9th—LRMN Chapter meeting  -  6pm MDJSP Dining hall— Program — Texas Water Resources, Sylvia Holmes  
      18th—Friends of the Park meeting—MDJSP Nature Center—6pm 
      25th—Big Thicket Preserve— Guided Canoe trip—10-2  Register at 409-951-6700  
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                                     Articles wanted — Do you have an interest, a story, an adventure, an event you    

      would like to share?  Write it up and send it to me. All your creation time is     

      counted as service credit. 

                                                      Email Sharon Lamoreaux— sherlmx@gmail.com 
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Members and students, totaling 22, visited the John D. Parker East 
Texas Fish Hatchery on June 8th. The hatchery completed in 2012, 
replaced the 1932 hatchery built on the Neches river and was 
named in honor of John D. Parker from Lufkin who served as a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commissioner from 2003 to 2009 and 
was instrumental in the replacement of the older facility. 

The 200 acres for the new hatchery was donated by Jasper County 
and was financed by Texas Anglers purchases of the Fresh Water 
Stamp.  The hatchery draws water from Lake Sam Rayburn and 
produces up to 5 million fingerlings for stocking Texas lakes. 

With Manager Reece Sparrow, we began our tour in the confer-
ence room with pictures and history of the previous facility and 
details of the facility’s construction and comparisons to other  
Texas hatcheries. He also shared stories of his and his family’s 
adventures of living at a fish hatchery. 

We next toured the inner sanctum of the facility where the brood 
fish are brought in and paired up for creating the next generation 
of sportsman’s delight, which is quite a science.  

The John D. Parker Fish Hatchery offers tours for individuals or 

groups of 10 or less on Tuesday’s at 2 p.m. and on Friday’s at 10 

a.m.  Tours for groups larger than 10 are scheduled by appoint-

ment. 
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On March 16th of 2019, eighteen students were en-

rolled in the Lonfleaf Ridge Chapter of Texas Master 

Naturalists training class. Sixteen potluck Tuesdays, 

sixteen presenters and four field trips later, there is 

nothing else to do but hand out some well deserved 

awards, and                        

       PARTY!!! 

Class graduates, as of June 18th—Jerry Clark, Roger Goldsberry, Heather Goodman, Danielle Horton,               

Summer Sanderson, Jacki Kopycinski, Fred Lyons, Yvonne Goss, Cathy Carrell, Lonny Carrell, Julia McCormick,  

Linda Cullums, and Marissa Hudgins.    not pictured—Elke Lyons, Connie Cook, Janell Hall) 



On Saturday, June 22, quite a few Longleaf 
Ridge Master Naturalists, as well as many other 
nature lovers, gathered at Watson Rare Native 
Plant Preserve to go on a mushroom hike. David 
and Pat Lewis gave an introduction as to what 
we were going to look for, and then we split 
into two groups to go and harvest specimens on 
a guided hike. There was a lot of great infor-
mation given by both the mushroom experts (or 
mycologists) and knowledgeable Master Natu-
ralists who were on the hike. We were permitted 
to leave the boardwalk path and search for rare 
plants and mushrooms where we found many 
interesting species. At the end of the hike, Da-
vid and Pat Lewis sorted through the specimens 
and taught all of the nature enthusiasts about the 
common and scientific names, edibility, and 
toxicity of the mushroom examples that were 
collected. We were even able to sample some of 
the edibles.  
 
The Watson Rare Native Plant Preserve is a fas-
cinating place with a lot to offer. The trail is 
mostly a boardwalk for easy hiking and there is 
no lack of interesting plants and fungi. Some of 
the hikers were able to take a tour of Watson’s 
home that she built herself on the land. It is cer-
tainly worth the visit, and I would highly rec-
ommend a guided hike to look at everything that 
the preserve has to offer. It was a pleasant and 
informative morning, and I hope that another 
event will be hosted there in the near future. 
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Article submitted by Summer Sanderson,            

Photos by Lori Horne 



Twelve of our members attended a public forum which 
was held on June 25th to discuss the Sandy Creek Park 
Expansion Project. Brent Meaux of the Master Gardeners 
submitted a request for a grant  from the National Parks 
Service several months ago for a master plan for Sandy 
Creek Park.  Jasper did receive the grant and city repre-
sentatives and the National Park Service began meeting 
last November to work on plans. We, as naturalists, were 
invited and have been participating in the project. The 
long-term vision is to create an outdoor recreation dis-
trict which will utilize Sandy Creek as its hub, and ulti-
mately re-brand the Jasper community as a nature tour-
ism mecca.   

Brent began the program with an overview of the current 
features in the park and the surrounding areas. In March, 
the city sought  community involvement through a survey 
developed by the NPS designed to determine which 
amenities are most preferred by local residents and other 
visitors to the park. Gibran Lule-Hurtado from the Nation-
al Parks Service revealed the results of that survey and 
also discussed  the vision and planning for the Park's fu-
ture. The meeting was attended by a host of City officials, 
JEDCO, Chamber of Commerce, Master Naturalists, KJAS 
Radio, as well as citizens interested in the Park Pro-
ject.  Our contribution to the project  could involve advis-
ing on the natural elements that are already on site, 
planting of cypress trees to help in embankment preser-
vation, trail blazing, and interpretive sign planning.  We 
are extremely excited to be a part of this important step 
in the future of Jasper.  
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/33FDNPN
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Laura Clark, Claire Boutte, Fred Lyons, Lori Horne and Sharon 

Lamoreaux made another trip to meet with Forester Ben Plunkett 

at E. O. Siecke State Park on June 24th.  The trip was to report 

progress on the hiking trail that will presented to the public.  Ide-

as for signage were discussed and then a trip was made to see the 

suggestions from our group on other areas for additional trails. 

The originally planned trail is prone to frequent flooding and the 

additional trails will offer dryer alternatives when it is inaccessi-

ble.  Ben was agreeable to the suggestions. We will be 

meeting again on July 12th, to walk and flag the trails 

and to mark possible specimens and ecosystems to fea-

ture.  

E.O. Siecke State Forest 

Pat Chance, a Jasper resident since 1973,  wants to construct a sanctuary 

on her property to promote birds, butterflies and wildlife. She contacted 

our group through the Agrilife office, wanting someone to come visit her 

and advise on plantings that would attract such critters.  

Laura Clark and Sharon and Garry Lamoreaux visited her and found her 

place abundant in flora, fauna and rich in history. Her and her husband Dan 

bought 105 acres which was a part of the property settled in the early 

1800s by Allen Bishop, great grandfather of Jasper’s Sheriff Beaver Bishop.  

 

There is a small graveyard on the 

property that holds Allen and his 

wife’s graves. Mrs. Chance is trying 

to establish it as a historical land-

mark. 

                                                                                                                                                  

Mrs. Chance was full of stories as 

we toured the property on a golf 

cart. She is definitely a lady of  

vision and it was a pleasure to 

meet her.  

                                                          
                                                                                (Jailhouse built in tribute to Sheriff Beaver Bishop) 


