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By Daniel White

As we close out 2024 and begin a new year with a 
new chapter president, I am confident that Tammy 
Jimenez will do an awesome job. Thank you for 
allowing me to step up and fill the gap this past 
year.  It was a very challenging year for several of 
us, with the train wreck of natural disasters month 
after month---flooding in Kirbyville, Hurricane Beryl 
and subsequent tornadoes, etc.  Even still, we 
completed a training class and ensured that all 
were able to graduate, eight of which have 
completed their initial certification. Thank you all for 
your hard work and dedication.  I am looking 
forward to a great year and excited about the Bald 
Eagle Count project this January to get us started. I 
hope to see you there.
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Big Need in the Big Thicket
By Anne Davis

A playground for locals for decades, the Big Thicket National Preserve is a magical place of amazing 
sights, sounds, and smells.  In addition to its well-known hiking, fishing, and canoeing opportunities, 
the Big Thicket is a great destination for the Naturalist.  Containing over 113,114 acres of forest and 
prairie, it boasts over 1300 known plant species--- including many carnivorous plants and 3 
endangered species.  Many bird species use the Big Thicket as a stopping point in their migration.  
And for the archeologist or historian, there are opportunities to learn about the early Caddo and 
Atakapa-Ishak tribes, along with the later Alabama and Coushatta tribes and early European settlers.

The Big Thicket National Preserve is run by our National Park Service, which manages the flora and 
fauna for the Preserve.  The Big Thicket Association is a nonprofit advocacy group which provides 
conservation, educational, and research programming.  Because of the work of the Association, Big 
Thicket offers a place for research and education.  

As might be expected, conserving this beautiful 
space and teaching others about it requires 
hundreds of volunteers.  Here are some ways 
our Longleaf Ridge TMN volunteers can get 
Involved.

________________________________________

Volunteer Through the Big Thicket Association:

Love Children? All Aboard the Ivory Bill, a 
45-foot pontoon boat that takes elementary school children and others on a tour of the Neches 
through deeply wooded estuaries.  Deckhands and Docents are needed to join the tours.  Each class 
is an outdoor 3-hour ecology class plus one hour on the river. Training and flexible hours are 
available.

https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm
https://www.bigthicket.org/about
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Big Need in the Big Thicket
By Anne Davis

Love to clean?  In Sarasota, there is a field research station and learning center that houses 10 men 
and 10 women researchers from around the world.  There is a need for housekeeping services.  
Again, training and flexible hours are available.

Love to Paddle?  The Neches River Rally is a BIG paddling event.  River 
guides, parking hosts and much more are needed on the first Saturday of 
May.

Love a Big Party?  Big Thicket Day is an educational free event that draws 
500+ and runs the second Saturday in October annually.  Booths, 
exhibitions, music, food, and boat tours abound.  Volunteers in many 
capacities are needed.

Volunteering for the Big Thicket Association programs is easy!  
Click on this link for the application form.

_____________________________________________________________________

Volunteer Through the NPS:

Love to Garden? Join Big Thicket National Preserve and our partners for 
the annual longleaf pine tree planting events!  Each winter, volunteers 
help us plant thousands of longleaf pine seedlings in various areas of the 
preserve.  Join us on Martin Luther King Day and other dates each winter 
(typically 1 day per month in December, January, and February).

Love research? Volunteers can assist the resource staff with projects, 
such as dragonfly larvae sampling, brush clearing, tree planting, and 
native plant nursery upkeep. 

 
Like to greet new friends? The front desk in the visitor center needs greeters.  Volunteer once a week 
for a 4-hour shift to answer visitor questions either by phone or in-person and issue camping permits 
and hunting permits.

Love to pick up trash?   (OK so that’s only appealing to us true conservationists!)  Volunteers who live 
close to one of our many day use areas can sign up to be “caretakers” of the area.  This can include 
regular trash clean-ups and other general upkeep of the area.

For Volunteering in the Big Thicket National Preserve, click on this link.

_____________________________________________________________________

The Big Thicket Preserve has a couple of points of entry.  Most notable is the Welcome Center and 
Nature Center off US69 / US 287 between Woodville and Kountz.  School education classes and an 
excellent spot for launching a kayak/canoe is Collier’s Ferry park, 5390 Pine St., Beaumont, 77703.  
This is on the Neches river, offers great parking, restrooms, and accesses a number of river trails 
through the Thicket.

https://www.bigthicket.org/volunteering
https://www.nps.gov/bith/getinvolved/volunteer.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Big+Thicket+National+Preserve/@30.436676,-94.3754081,11.36z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x8639150a628c9931:0xeaa5ffb382451eb4!8m2!3d30.4583071!4d-94.3872437!16zL20vMDRsN3hu?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Collier's+Ferry+Park,+Pine+St,+Beaumont,+TX+77703/@30.1316441,-94.0979254,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8639350e0cacc425:0x2ba53c4b68116060!8m2!3d30.1310084!4d-94.0954234!16s%2Fg%2F11bvtcnvwh?entry=ttu
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By Ferryn Martin

Mushrooms and Beaches and Gophers, OH MY!

Nine of us and one dog gathered on Saturday, December 21st for the last BioBlitz of 2024.  The 
parking area close to Ebenezer Park was warm and cozy compared to how it felt on Hidden Beach 
with the wind coming off the water.  But honestly, it was beautiful weather for a walk in the woods to 
celebrate the Winter Solstice.

At the beginning of the walk, I shared a list of trees from a citizen science app called Tree Snap. 
There is a list of trees for your area that researchers are interested in.  Keith was able to tell us which 
ones we might see.  Amazingly, he found a Sassafras tree, and I was able to upload its location.  As 
always, Laura was able to point out many interesting plants and mushrooms.  We also noticed a 
dense clumping of pine boughs in a Loblolly.  I have seen these many times but didn’t know what 
they were.  These are called Witch’s Broom and are caused by stress.  This stress can be caused by 
mites, fungus, or even a virus.  The Witch’s Broom does not harm the tree.

The thing that most caught my fancy were a bunch of mysterious mounds.  We had been noticing 
these mounds around a picturesque pond and in the forest.  Fran and I examined them and 
determined that they were NOT ant mounds.  We guessed that perhaps they were some kind of 
burrowing animals.  Luckily, our chapter’s “Fount of All Knowledge” in the woods (Keith) knew exactly 
what they were…POCKET GOPHERS!  This made me want to know more about these cute little 
animals.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website, Pocket 
Gophers are the “Unsung heroes of the underground.”  Texas is 
home to 11 of the 41 species of pocket gophers; three are unique 
to Texas and found nowhere else in the world.  One interesting tidbit
is that they are neat freaks.  They clean their food before eating by 
shaking leaves and running them through their hands.  They also 
clean themselves like a cat.  They are incredible home builders.  
Their burrows are well planned and designed with different rooms 
that have different purposes.

They may be pocket sized, but that is not how they got their name.  It’s because they have little 
pockets on their faces so that they can carry stuff around.  Sam Kieschnick, a wildlife biologist with 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, describes them as “jacked.”  Their constant digging gives them 
very strong forearms and hindlimbs.  And, they are solitary, so don’t try to mess with them or they 
might just take you down.  Pocket gophers might be an irritant if they are in your yard or horse 
pasture, but they are actually very beneficial for the ecosystem.  They are great soil engineers, and 
the 18 pounds of soil that they move around every year is rich in nutrients.

Finally, they remind us that beauty is not only on the surface where we reside.  The underground 
world is fascinating and wonderful and we should all give it more attention.

Source:
https://www.fws.gov/story/2023-05/scratching-beneath-surface-texas-pocket-gophers



5

Citizen Science is Fun and Easy with 
SciStarter

By Anne Davis

Citizen Science is not just a fad nor just for children.  It’s an important part of data collection that 
makes a huge impact on science research.  Using the power of technology and crowdsourcing, 
citizen science not only marshals thousands of hours of volunteer work, it provides education, 
entertainment, and curiosity.  Without citizen science, many researchers wouldn’t be able to collect 
what they need to protect your favorite flora or fauna.  

SciStarter is a website that captures and promotes thousands of 
different research projects that you can participate in.  When you create
an account, you can track your contributions to science on your 
dashboard.  Add your interests and location to your profile to get 
custom project and event recommendations.  You can also connect to 
the thousands of other citizen scientists in our community to answer 
questions, share experiences, and more.  Pick from your interest, and there 
is probably a project needing your help.  

To get started, go to SciStarter.org and explore.  Monarch enthusiasm?  
Love mushrooms? Concerned about clean water?  Is weather your passion?  
There is a project for you.  And, you can focus on a region of our state of Texas.  
And the best part?  You can do it from your couch.  (I’m planning to watch hours 
of video of a snag to determine which species are using the holes created by the 
red-headed woodpecker.)  

This April 2025 is Citizen Science month.  The goal is to have millions of 
people conduct millions of acts of science and contribute millions of hours 
on their favorite project.  Consider joining this effort, or leading our 
Longleaf Ridge TMN chapter to get involved.  Can we get our chapter 
to donate 1,000, 10,000, 100,000 or more hours?  Click this link to get 
started.

https://scistarter.org/
https://scistarter.org/citizensciencemonth
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Pioneer Day
November 26, 2024, marked the second year that Martin Dies Junior State Park hosted Pioneer Day. 
There were various demonstrations--- Dutch oven cooking, coffee grinding, cane pole fishing, 
weaponry, basket weaving, and period life skills--- that park visitors could enjoy, while learning about 
skills that were common to our ancestors but are now becoming forgotten with the current 
generation.

By D’Ann White

Cary Heath helping 
with cane pole 
fishing

D’Ann  & Daniel 
White 

demonstrated 
Dutch oven cooking 

by making a beef 
stew and fry bread, 

as well as how to 
hand grind coffee

Garry 
Lamoreaux 
displayed 
Pioneer tools.

Sharon 
Lamoreaux 
displayed her 
hand woven 
baskets and 
demonstrated 
how to play 
the dulcimer.

Keith Stephens 
giving a 

weapons 
demonstration.

Lori Horne 
taught about 

Pioneer cooking 
and bread 

making.
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   Looking Back… 4th Quarter, 2024
Photos from LRMN 

Facebook page

Oct 12--- Kittie Bade 
(above), Terry McFall and 
Richard Peters (right) at 
MDJSP for the Pollinator 
Bioblitz

Nov 16 Bioblitz---
Doug Heath & 

Jerry Clark at Sam 
Forse Collins 

Recreational Area 
near Toledo Bend 

Dam, Newton 
County

Kimberly Wagner & Lori 
Horne at September 
meeting Oct 19--- 

Richard Peters at 
Jasper Farmers’ Market

Oct 26 Bioblitz--- to Canyonlands Unit 
of the Big Thicket.  Greg & Kittie Bade 

(above)

Lori 
Horne

Keith Stephens, Lori 
Horne, Laura Clark & 

Fran Hudgins
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Advanced Training Highlights

September 10, 2024

Kati Krause, from Bears Etc., gave a 
presentation on bears.  Bears Etc. is an 
organization that rescues bears from 
the Exotic Pet Trade and provides a 

safe refuge for them, as well as 
educating the public about bears.

By D’Ann White

November 12, 2024

Randy Beehn, from the Sabine-Neches TMN 
Chapter, gave a presentation on the Texas 

Bluebird Society.  This organization provides 
information on how to construct a nesting box for 

bluebirds and other cavity-dwelling birds. 
Volunteers can set up these nesting boxes and 

participate in the Bluebird Nestwatch. 

October 8, 2024 

Reagan Busby, Forester with the Texas 
Forestry Service, spoke on the beneficial and 
invasive species of SETX.  She discussed 
various beneficial trees, such as American 
Holly, American Sweetgum, Southern 
Magnolia, and Red Mulberry to name just a 
few.  She also touched on the beneficial and 
invasive grasses, forbs, and aquatic species.

December 10, 2024

We had our annual Christmas party at the 
December meeting, so we didn’t have an AT program. 
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Awards Presentations
By D’Ann White

We closed out the 2024 year with a few awards presentations at our 
annual Christmas party.  Greg and Kittie Bade had earned their 
2023 recertification pin the previous year, but were unable to attend 
when the pins were awarded, and then later in the year, I had 
forgotten that they had not yet received their pins.  So they finally 
received their pins!  Also, Rachel Easley has completed the 8 
Advanced Training hours and the 40 volunteer hours for her initial 
certification, so she received her dragonfly pin!  Please congratulate 
them all.

I will be awarding the 2024 recertification pins at the January 
meeting, as well as a few initial certification pins, so please plan to 
attend the meeting on January 14th.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone there!

Kittie & Greg Bade receiving their 2023 
recertification pin

Rachel Easley pictured with D’Ann White, receiving her 
initial certification dragonfly pin.
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2024 End of Year VMS Report

In the last year, members reported to the the following 
opportunities, totaling 2968.5 volunteer hours:

● CB: Chapter Meeting & Admin Work………………………………………………………..1024.75 hours
● FR: Christmas Bird Count…………………………………………………………………………..23.25 hours
● FR:  Birding at MDJSP………………………………………………………………..……………...82.75 hours
● FR: Birding Classic/Big Sit………………………………………………….…………………......45.25 hours
● FR: Citizen Scientist………………………………………………….………………………….…..370.0 hours
● FR: CoCoRaHS………………………………………….………………………………………….......95.0 hours
● FR: Eagle Survey…………………………………………………………………………………….….59.5 hours
● FR: Great Backyard Bird Count….…………………………………………………………...….16.25 hours
● FR: Nestwatch………………….………………………………………………………………….……13.75 hours
● FR:  Feeder Watch………………….…………………………………………………………...…...108.5 hours
● FR: Texas Nature Trackers……………………………………………………………...…...…….40.75 hours
● FR:  Texas Stream Team……………………………………………………………………..……….42.0 hours
● NPA: Arboretum…………………………………………………………………………………………..8.5 hours
● NPA: MDJSP……………………………………………………………………………………………..30.75 hours
● PO: Farmer’s Market…………………………………………………………………………………..23.5 hours
● PO: MDJSP…………………………………………………………………………………....………….212.5 hours
● PO: Public Outreach Service……….……………………………………………………….………114.0 hours
● RM: Big Thicket…………………………………………………………………………………………..23.0 hours
● RM: Forest Service…………………………………………………………………………….……….40.75 hours
● RM: Keep Texas Beautiful…………………………………………………………………....……...75.0 hours
● RM: MDJSP Volunteer….……………………………………………………………..…….………..30.0 hours
● RM: Longleaf Ridge……………………………………………………………………………………..5.25 hours
● TG: Big Thicket Association…………………………………………………………………………..2.5 hours
● TG: Friends of MDJSP…………….………………………………………………………………....96.0 hours
● TR: Headstart……….………………………………………………………………………………….....9.0 hours
● TR: Big Thicket Volunteer…………………………………………………………………………....8.0 hours
● TR: Programs/Presentations………………………………………………………….………….253.75 hours
● TR: Shangri-La……………………………………………………………………………….………….49.25 hours
● TR: WH Stark House Museum……………………………………………………………………..65.0 hours

By D’Ann White

We currently have thirty-nine volunteers reporting hours to twenty-nine 
opportunities.  Additionally, of the 2024 training class, we have had eight 
of the fourteen students initial certify this year.  Of those eight, four will 
also be receiving their double certification pin in January.  We have 25 
members receiving their recertification pin in January.  Great job, 
everyone! 



Upcoming Events
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Jan
Jan 1--- New Year’s Day Hike, Upland 

Island Wilderness
Jan 11--- 2nd Saturday Birding at MDJSP
Jan 14--- TMN Tuesday

    Board meeting, 5 pm
    Chapter meeting, 6 pm

Jan 17--- Texas Black Bear Alliance 
meeting in Lufkin, 10am-2 pm

Jan 16--- Friends of MDJSP meeting
Jan 18--- Mid Winter Eagle Count
Jan 20--- Longleaf Pine Tree Planting

Feb
Feb 8--- 2nd Sat Birding at MDJSP
Feb 11--- TMN Tuesday

    Board Meeting, 5 pm
          Chapter Meeting, 6 pm
Feb 15--- Bioblitz
Feb 17--- Longleaf Pine Tree Planting

Mar
Mar 8--- 2nd Sat Birding at MDJSP
Mar 11--- TMN Tuesday

    Board Meeting, 5 pm
          Chapter Meeting, 6 pm
Mar 15--- Bioblitz

Save the Date!
Texas Black Bear Alliance Annual Meeting

Friday, January 17th 2025
10 AM - 2 PM

Ellen Trout Zoo
Lufkin, Texas

Planting Days
Monday, January 20 (MLK Day)

Monday, February 17 (Presidents’ Day)

9 am to 12 noon

Big Sandy Creek Unit, Dallardsville

2025



Chapter Officers

President
Daniel White

Vice-President
Richard Peters

Secretary
Georgia Purdy

Treasurer
Fred Lyons

Past President
Lori Horne

Coordinators
Birding Trips

Fred Lyons

Bioblitzes 
Laura Clark

Field Trips
Keith Stephens

VMS / Newsletter
D’Ann White

Website
Daniel White

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalists website…………………….……………..……https://txmn.org/llr/
Longleaf Ridge Master Naturalist Facebook…………..https://www.facebook.com/groups/196451348395608
Martin Dies Jr. State Park events……..……….. https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park_events
Watson Preserve Facebook………………………….....https://www.facebook.com/groups/564425933696669/
Big Thicket National Preserve……………………...……….….…………https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm
Keep Texas Beautiful…………………………….…………………………………….https://ktb.org

Chapter Information
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Partners
Martin Dies, Jr State Park
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers---Sam Rayburn

Article Submissions Due: March 15, 2025

Email me any pictures or articles you would like to see in our next 
quarterly newsletter!  My email address is danielwhitefamily@gmail.com.  
You can also upload to the Google Drive, and just email me to let me 
know that you have done so.

Advisors
Texas Agrilife:  Caitlin Gallegos

TPWD:  Chuck Hubbard

Meetings:
2nd Tues of each month, 6 pm
At St. Michaels Catholic Church
2898 US Hwy 190 W, Jasper, TX 75951

Board Meetings
1st Thurs of each month, 10 am
At the Jasper County Agrilife office
271 East Lamar, Suite 101 Jasper, TX 75951

Our Chapter has a Google Drive!

Do you have any pictures, videos, or 
files you would like to share with the 
rest of the chapter?  You can scan the 
QR code to access the drive & upload.

https://txmn.org/llr/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/196451348395608
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/martin-dies-jr/park_events
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564425933696669/
https://www.nps.gov/bith/index.htm
https://ktb.org/
mailto:danielwhitefamily@gmail.com
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