Monthly Meeting Minutes
Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist
Tuesday, January 2, 2024
7:00 pm, Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSU Texas AND via Zoom

The meeting was called to order by President Laura Gillis at 7pm The meeting agenda and financial reports were presented to the members via email before the meeting. Meeting attachments: Agenda, December 2023 Financial Report, Meeting Minutes via email.

Welcome & Introduction of Guests 

Members attending: Laura Gillis, Alex Nelson, Sandy Underwood, Kevin Seager, Carl Brown, Larry Snyder, Barb Price,  Jim Price, Terry McKee, Debra Halter, Penny Miller, Paula Savage, Joy Parsons, Stephen Connor, Jason Young, Lynn Seman

Via Zoom: Linda Price, Jane McGough, Lisa Taylor, Cedar Sanderson, Cindy Huckabee, Tiffany Herring, Ray Hyde, Sharon Hyde

Old Business:
 
Meeting Minutes & Financial Report 
The December financial reports and Minutes were distributed via email. Financials and Minutes were accepted consensus.

First Day Hikes at LASP: Report from participants. The morning hike was pretty cold. There were a few children in attendance who discovered a variety of objects such as skulls and snakeskins. The afternoon hike had a larger attendance.

New Business: 

Dues are Due in January. Kevin Seager is collecting dues of $15 per person or $25 for a couple. Cash or checks accepted. Please make checks payable to the RP Chapter.

 	Certifications & Awards: 
	Paula Savage: Recertification

 	Welcome to our new officers: 
Vice President: Tiffany Herring (two year term)
Secretary: Sandy Underwood (two year term) 

Thank you to our out-going Vice President, Alex Nelson and Secretary, DeAnna    Bullock for their service to the Chapter.

Upcoming Events 
   Bird Outing at LASP: 8:00 am January 13 
   Board Retreat at LASP: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, January 13 
   TMN Tuesday: January 9 at 12 noon. (2nd Tuesday of every month except March.) 

Home & Garden Show: February 24-25, 2024 Theme is “Covered In Spring” Volunteer opportunities for hikes, booth sitting, and 1 KCA workers (this includes a free t-shirt) Tickets available NOW! $8 each (Chapter keeps $6). See Kevin Seager for tickets.

 2024 Spring Training Class - March 21 - July 25, 2024 
   Need mentors and monitors for new class to help trainees and keep them       involved
   Class field trip & presenter options welcome

Partner Updates & Project Reports
   River Bend Nature Center: New director, there are gardening opportunities
   Whiteside Museum: 10 year anniversary in June, possible field trip or hike to  see the new addition.
   Comanche Springs: water testing - watch for emails
   Lake Arrowhead State Park: Bird Outing, Saturday, January 13, 8:00 am 
   Copper Breaks State Park: Park interpreter opening
   Wild Bird Rescue: gardening opportunities
   Graham Library Project: DeAnna Bullock 
   Water Testing: Friday, January 19, 9:00 - 11:00 am Lucy Park/Wichita River

Opportunities of interest: 
TMN Tuesday, January 9 at 12:00 noon. Go to State TMN to register if watching live. Watching the recording counts during the calendar year.

	Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
   Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSUTexas and on Zoom 
   Program: TBA
REMINDERS: 
PLEASE LOG YOUR HOURS ON THE VMS 

We have 2 CoCoRaHas approved rain gauges left if anyone is interested. $55 each If you want to report your findings, training can be done on-line (can’t use for AT) or there is a possibility of an in-person training at a later date.

January Programs: 
Chapter Year in Review - Larry Snyder 
The Beauty of Bluestems - Alex Nelson

Year in Review:
	51 dues paying members
	44 members recorded hours
	32 members recertified
	3,902 volunteer hours
	726 advanced training hours
	4 trainees completed classes
	2 trainees received initial certification
	8 members are Texas Water Specialists

Meeting was Adjourned
	VT: .5 hours
	AT: .75 hours

Respectfully,
Sandy Underwood




