Monthly Meeting Minutes
Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist
Tuesday, March 5, 2024

7:00 pm, Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSU Texas AND via Zoom

The meeting was called to order by President Laura Gillis at 7pm The meeting agenda and financial reports were presented to the members via email before the meeting. Meeting attachments: Agenda, February Financial Report, Meeting Minutes via email.

Welcome, Introduction of guests 

Members attending: Laura Gillis, Sandy Underwood, Kevin Seager, Larry Snyder, Judy Snyder, Carl Brown, Lynn Seman, Tiffany Herring, Terry McKee, Debra Halter, Linda Price, Jim Price, Barbara Price, Betty Bowles, Stephen Connor
Via Zoom: Cedar Sanderson, Donna H., James Masuoka, Lisa Taylor, Aaron Holland, Alex Nelson
Guests: Leo Fiore, Jacob Stripling

Program: Michael Fiori, Backyard Ponds

Old Business:
 
Meeting Minutes & Financial Report 
The February financial reports and Minutes were distributed via email. Financials and Minutes  were accepted. 

Kevin Seager is collecting dues.  Almost all members have paid.

Home and Garden Show: Thank you to everyone who volunteered.

New Business: 

 	Certifications & Awards: 
	Betty Bowles - 500 hours; Carl Brown - 3,500 hours

	

	2024 Spring Training Class:
	Application is on the website. 
Deadline is March 13 to register. $100 fee covers training & curriculum book. 7 applications have been turned in.
March 21 is the TRAIL MIXER/Orientation Class at River Bend, 7:00 pm. Would like to have everyone come and meet the new trainees. Families are welcome and you can claim 1 hour of VT. Members will speak about volunteering and experiences with partner organizations.
Training will be on Thursday evenings from March 21 through July 25. 
Four field trips included. 
Mentors - Please let us know if you are interested in being a mentor for the new class. This will count as VT.

	Upcoming Projects: 

Bat Monitoring: w/ Texas Nature Trackers. This was a recent TMN Tuesday presentation. If you are interested in this, please let Lynn Seman know. You will need to fill out a form online and we need more signed up so we can get the special equipment for the study. 
Plum Lake Kid Fishing Rodeo: March 9 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. Need volunteers! 
Lake Wichita Trash pick up: Saturday, March 16, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Spring in Action: March 16, 1:00 - 5:00 pm, LASP
Seymour Water Day: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 Volunteering with Wes Dutter and the TPWD Inland Fisheries Office in Seymour 150 students. Volunteers will assist with aquatic nets and seining. Wes can use as many helpers as want to come. More information to come.
After School Fishing: Tuesdays and Thursdays,4:30 - 6:00 pm, April 30th, May 2nd, May 7th and May 9th. At the pond by the Northwest Texas Field & Stream Office on Southwest Parkway 
Mark Howell Fishing Rodeo & National Trail Day: Saturday, June 1, 2024, 10:00 - 12:00, LASP Help with the kids fishing and lead a hike on the Dragonfly Trail 
Potential Montague County Opportunity: Collecting bryophytes (mosses) to be sent to the SM Tracy Herbarium at TAMU. Collections will be made on the Thomsen Foundation property primarily in the southeast corner of Montague County. More information to come.

Upcoming Events
 	Bird Outing at LASP: 8:00 am Saturday, March 9 
TMN Tuesday: (2nd Tuesday of every month except March.) ⅗ TMN Tuesday - Raptor Monitoring Project. These are the only webinars you can watch the recording for AT.
Monthly Hike: Saturday, March 23, 10:00 am at Gordon Lake in Iowa Park. Ceder will send out more information.
Possible Braham Library Pollinator Garden Cleanup March 17


Partner Updates & Project Reports
  	 Lake Arrowhead State Park: Bird Outing, Saturday, March 9, 8:00 
   am
      	Water Testing: Friday, March 8, 9:00 - 11:00 am starting at Lake Wichita boat ramp then moving to Lucy Park/Wichita River
	Comanche Springs: Donated to Texas Tech University

	Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
   Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSUTexas and on Zoom 
   Program: Melissa Rose, Wild Bird Rescue

REMINDERS: 
PLEASE LOG YOUR HOURS ON THE VMS 

We have 2 CoCoRaHas approved rain gauges left if anyone is interested. $55 each.

Meeting was Adjourned
	VT: .5 hours
	AT: 1.25 hour

Respectfully,
Sandy Underwood




