Monthly Meeting Minutes
Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist
Tuesday, April 2, 2024

7:00 pm, Bolin Science Hall, Room 213, MSU Texas AND via Zoom

The meeting was called to order by President Laura Gillis at 7pm. Meeting attachments: Agenda, February Meeting Minutes via email. March financial report and meeting minutes will be presented for approval at the next meeting.

Welcome, Introduction of guests 

Members and trainees attending: Laura Gillis, Sandy Underwood, Larry Snyder, Judy Snyder, Carl Brown, Terry McKee, Debra Halter, Melissa Rose, Jacob Stripling, Linda Price, Jim Price, Barbara Price, Kay Murphy, Penny Miller, Michael Lopez, Tiffany Herring, Anya (Elliott) King, Ahtziry (AZ) Herera, Brandy Fields
Via Zoom: Lisa Taylor, Lynn Seman, Kevin Seager, Ray and Sharon Hyde, Chris and Donna Honkomp, Cedar Sanderson, Warren and Sue King, Kristin Gilbreth
Guests: 

Old Business:

Thank you! To all who helped with the Plum Lake Kid Fishing Rodeo and the Chat Trail Trash Clean Up 

State Science Fair Winners: Presented in College Station by Lynn Seman

 Junior Winner of the TMN Conservation Award ($250 scholarship): Daniel Rutnam, Rice Middle School, Plano, TX Coyote Vocalization Classifier to Avert Negative Human-Coyote Interactions

Senior Winner of the TMN Conservation Award ($500 scholarship): Galilea Velasco, El Paso HS, El Paso, TX Paper Trails: Using the Opuntia ficus-indicta to Make Paper More Sustainable




New Business: 

 	Certifications & Awards: 
	Re-certifications for 2024: Carl Brown, Debra Halter, Penny Miller, Linda Price
	1500 Hours award: Debra Halter

	2024 Spring Training Class Begins Thursday, April 4:
	
	Class has made with 13 new Trainees. Kicked things off with the Trail Mixer at RBNC. 
Looking for Mentors - if you are interested, please let a Board member know ASAP 
Training will continue on Thursday evenings from April 4 through July 25. Four field trips included. 
Members are encouraged to come to the classes. You may count 1 hour of VT for the first class only. All other classes and field trips are just for fun and education!

	Upcoming Projects and Opportunities 

TMN Tuesday: (2nd Tuesday of every month.) 4/9: TMN Tuesday: Virtual Volunteer Fair.

Monthly Hike: Saturday, April 20, 10:00 am, at Wichita Bluffs Trail. More information to come.

City Nature Challenge: April 26 - 29 for observations; April 30 - May 5 Identification period.

After School Fishing: Tuesdays and Thursdays, April 30th, May 2nd, May 7th and May 9th. At the pond by the Northwest Texas Field & Stream Office on Southwest Parkway. Not sure about the time - 4:30?

Seymour Water Day: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 Volunteering with Wes Dutter and the TPWD Inland Fisheries Office in Seymour 150 students. Volunteers will assist with aquatic nets and seining. Wes can use as many helpers as want to come.

Mark Howell Fishing Rodeo & National Trail Day: Saturday, June 1, 2024, LASP Help with the kids fishing and lead a hike on the Dragonfly Trail.

Region 9 Teacher’s Conference: June 4 & 5, 2024; Booth & a break out session presentation.
Wichita Falls Parks & Wildlife Camps: Multiple times & dates in June & July Locations: Scotland Elementary and Jefferson Elementary Topics: Any nature topic you want. If you are interested, please let us know and we can get you more specific information.

Bat Monitoring: Lynn Seman; Still time to sign up.

Upcoming Events
 	Bird Outing at LASP: 8:00 am Saturday, April 13 
TMN Tuesday: (2nd Tuesday of every month) April TMN Tuesday - Virtual Volunteer Fair. These are the only webinars you can watch the recording for AT.
Monthly Hike: Saturday, April 20, 10:00 am, at Wichita Bluffs Trail. Cedar will send out more information.
Possible Graham Library Pollinator Garden Cleanup March 17


Committee & Project Reports
  	
Lake Arrowhead State Park: Bird Outing, Saturday, April 13, 8:00 am.
Water Testing: Friday, April 12, 9:00 - 11:00 am Lake Wichita and Lucy Park/Wichita River.

	Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
   Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSUTexas and on Zoom 
   Program: Tyler Reed, Texas Game Warden

Reminders:

VMS will be down April 7 - 9
Scavenger Hunt February 1 - July 31

April Program: Melissa Rose, Wild Bird Rescue

Meeting was Adjourned
	VT: .5 hours
	AT: 1.5 hour

Respectfully,
Sandy Underwood


