Monthly Meeting Minutes
Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist
Tuesday, May 7, 2024

7:00 pm, Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSU Texas AND via Zoom

The meeting was called to order by President Laura Gillis. The meeting agenda and financial reports were presented to the members via email before the meeting. Meeting attachments: Agenda, April Financial Report, Meeting Minutes via email.

Welcome, Introduction of guests (no guests in attendance) 

Members attending: Laura Gillis, Sandy Underwood, Penny Miller, Larry and Judy Snyder, Carl Brown, Jim and Barb Price, Ray and Sharon Hyde, Elliott King, Ahtziry Herrera, Debra Halter, Lisa Winkles, and Terry McKee
Via Zoom: Kevin Seager, Cedar Sanderson, James Masuoka, Donna Honkomp, Melissa rose, Betty Bowles, Cindy Huckabee, Stephen Conner
Guests: 

Old Business:
 
Meeting Minutes & Financial Report 
The April  financial reports and Minutes were distributed via email. Financials and Minutes  were accepted. 

City Nature Challenge:
Laura thanked everyone who participated in the City Nature Challenge.
 Most Observations: #1. Lynn Seman, 730; #2. Charles Peterson, 676; #4. Sandy Underwood, 266; #5. Debra Halter, 238; #6. Marilyn Meador, 111 
Most Species Reported: #2. Lynn Seman, 320; #3. Charles Peterson, 296; #4. Sandy Underwood, 160; #5. Debra Halter, 120 
Most Observed Species: Red Admiral, Canada Goose, Texas Thistle, Orange Sulphur, Great-tailed Grackle, Common Buckeye

Great Birding Classic:
Larry gave us an update on the Great Birding Classic. Several members got “lifers”.


New Business: 

 	Certifications & Awards: 
	Re-certifications for 2024: Larry Snyder; Lynn Seman 6,000 hours; Linda Price     500 hours; Tiffany Herring 500 hours.

	Upcoming Projects & Opportunities:

Larry Snyder is going to take on the newsletter.

 TMN Tuesday: (2nd Tuesday of every month at 12:00 noon.) 5/14: TMN Tuesday: No Mow Zones.

After School Fishing: Last session is Thursday, May 9th. At the pond by the Northwest Texas Field & Stream Office on Southwest Parkway.

Whiteside Museum of Natural History – guiding students through the museum Only 1 helper needed per field trip; multiple dates & options available. Contact Lynn.

	Comanche Springs: May 16, morning to early afternoon – at the Astronomy Campus: Hiking & stations for kids from Chillicothe. LYNN NEEDS HELP FOR THIS EVENT!!!  There will be a meeting for those interested on May 9 at 5:00 pm by the horned lizard mural at Weeks Park.

	MAY HIKE CHANGE!!!! Saturday, May 25, LASP 10:00 am at the Dragonfly Trail Trash pick up before or after the hike!

	Mark Howell Fishing Rodeo & National Trail Day: Saturday, June 1, 2024, 9:30 LASP Help with the kids fishing and lead a hike on the Dragonfly Trail in the afternoon. Bring a lunch if you are staying the day.

	Region 9 Teacher’s Conference: June 4 & 5, 2024; Lynn is doing a presentation on citizen science. Booth sitters & help with presentation needed. Contact Lynn.

	Tales and Trails Museum in Nocona: June 10-14. Asking for presentations and hands on projects with kids for summer camps. Help with landscaping is also needed.

	Wichita Falls Parks & Wildlife Camps: Multiple times & dates in June & July Locations: Scotland Elementary and Jefferson Elementary Topics: Any nature topic you want. If you are interested, please let us know and we can get you more specific information.

	State Meeting in San Marcos: RP Chapter will be a sponsor at the Friends level. ($150) Call for presentations is out now... deadline very soon! Agenda will be out in July; Registration opens first week of August. See the TMN State website for the latest updates and deadlines.

Partner Updates & Project Reports
  	River Bend Nature Center: Summer Camps & more! 
Lake Arrowhead State Park: Bird Outing, Saturday, May 11, 8:00 am. Instructions on eBird will be covered.
Wild Bird Rescue: Lunch & Learn program - needs presenters 
Water Testing: Friday, May 10, 9:00 - 11:00 am Lucy Park/Wichita River

	Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 4th, 2024 at 7:00 pm 
   Bolin Science Hall, Room 209, MSU Texas and on Zoom 
   Program: TBD

Program: Larry Snyder on CoCoRahs Rain Gauge Reporting

Meeting was Adjourned
	VT: .5 hours
	AT: .5 hour

Respectfully,
Sandy Underwood




