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On Saturday, May 16, TGMN members gathered to celebrate the success of the 
Sandia Wetland Project in Balmorhea. The celebration included BBQ and beer 
(graciously provided by Ellen and Don Weinacht) plus an array of salads, beans,  
and desserts contributed by TGMN members.  

 

 
 

TGMN members (too many to name individually) posed for a photo at the 
christening of the new bird blind.  
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Dave Hedges directed and did most 

of the construction of the wetland 

ponds. The bird blind was designed 

by Mike Carter. He, Steve Elfring 

and Dave Mainz did most of the 

work. They had help on the first day 

from Robert Steele and Anne 

Adkins.  They also had help from 

Abel Rodriguez. The bird blind took 

three plus weekends to complete. 

Dave Mainz built the gates that 

control the level of water in each 

pond. They are four years old now 

and are in need of maintenance  

 

 

 

 

 

Top photo: Dave Hedges and Ellen 
Weinacht christen the new site of the 

Sandia Springs Wetland. 

 

 

Middle photo: The first pond at the 

Sandia Springs Wetland. 

 

 

Bottom photo: The first shorebird 

photographed by Dave Mainz was a 

curlew.  
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Steve Elfring, Anne Adkins, Robert 

Steele, Michael Carter, Abel 

Rodriguez, Ryan Anthony (a graduate 

student studying the wetland), and 

Dave Mainz worked tirelessly on the 

construction of the bird blind. Work 

on the project began on January 17 

finished on March 14.  

 

THANK YOU to everyone that helped 

to make the Sandia Springs Wetland a 

reality!! 

 

All photos of the construction of the 

Sandia Springs Wetland are by David 

Mainz. 
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The bird blind is finished! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the information sign at the 
entrance to the wetland area. Since 
this photo was taken this area now 
has a picnic table under the triangle 
sunshades. It is a beautiful spot to 
look out over the ponds.  
 
 
 

 
Please check out this 10-minute feature on the Sandia Springs Wetland produced by 

Megan Wilde She produced this mp3 file for a radio class. This is the full version of her 

presentation which she later whittled down for Marfa Public Radio.  

 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xys900m7b8s0apy/sandia%20wetland.mp3?dl=0 

 

 
Here you can find the full calendar of volunteer and advanced training opportunities. 

When you click on an event, you can see all of the specific details about the event. 

Thank you Linda! 

 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xys900m7b8s0apy/sandia%20wetland.mp3?dl=0
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Tierra Grande members Dave Hedges (not present), Mike Carter (not present), and Ellen 

Weinacht were named Volunteers of the Year. They were recognized at the Volunteer 

Big Bend Appreciation Luncheon May 4, 2015 in Alpine. The luncheon was sponsored 

by the Pilot Club of Alpine. Front row, from left, Rosemary & Art Dennis; back row, 

from left, Edy & Steve Elfring, Albert Bork, Mary Malmgren, and Ellen Weinacht 

attended the event. They are all wearing the new chapter t-shirt bearing Tom Curry's 

Horned Lizard Cowboy. (Photo by Albert Bork.) 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/TMNTG 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TMNTG
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The following article on the Sandia Springs Wetland was published in the January 2015 

edition of Texas Co-op Power. TGMN members Ellen Weinacht and Rosemary Dennis 

were able to obtain permission for us to reprint this article in our newsletter. The article, 

Sandia Springs Wetlands, by Lonn Taylor, was originally published by Texas Christian 

University (TCU) Press in Texas People, Texas Places.  

 

We would like to thank the author, Lonn Taylor, and TCU Press for allowing us to reprint 

this article.  

 
Here is a brief note about the author taken from the TCU Press website: 

 

Lonn Taylor is a historian and writer who retired to Fort Davis, Texas, with his wife, 

Dedie, after twenty years as a historian at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum 

of American History in Washington, DC. He received a BA in history and government 

from Texas Christian University in 1961 and did graduate work at New York University 

before returning to Texas to enter the museum field. He served as curator and director of 

the University of Texas at Austin’s Winedale Historical Center from 1970 to 1977; as 

curator of history at the Dallas Historical Society from 1977 to 1979; and as curator and 

deputy director of the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe from 1980 to 1984. He writes 

a weekly column about Texas called “The Rambling Boy,” for the Marfa Big Bend 

Sentinel.  

 

His two books, Texas, My Texas (published in 2012), and Texas People, Texas Places 

(published in 2014), are available on http://www.prs.tcu.edu. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.prs.tcu.edu/book-pages/taylor_texas_my_texas.asp
http://www.prs.tcu.edu/book-pages/taylor_texas_people_texas_places.asp
http://www.prs.tcu.edu/
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TGMN was recently recognized by the Texas Department of Transportation for its 

contribution to the Adopt-a-Highway program. Thank you to all of those that have helped 

to pick up trash along the TGMN section of highway!! 
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                                                               DAVIS MOUNTAINS                                             

CHILI COOKOFF 

  

 

 

TGMN member Gary Freeman takes a lunch 

     break while volunteering at the Chili Cook-off.  

 
DAVIS MOUNTAINS STATE PARK 

CHILI COOKOFF 
 

On Saturday and Sunday, April 25 and 26 the 
Davis Mountains State Park hosted their first 
annual Chili Appreciation Society 
International (CASI) Chili Cook-off.  
 
It was an officially sanctioned event, meaning 
that entrants could earn points in order to 
qualify for the Terlingua International 
Championship Chili Cook-off in November. 
 
Contestants must pre-qualify for the Terlingua 

Chili Cook-off by qualifying and receiving an 

invitation. This requires cooks to earn points by 

placing in CASI sanctioned Chili Cook-offs. A 

cook earns 4 points for first place, 3 points for 

second, 2 points for third, and a point for fourth 

through tenth place. The total number of points 

required for qualification ranges from 6 points to 

12 points and depends on the cook’s state of 

residence. 

 

 

https://www.chili.org/cookoffs.html
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TGMN members Steve Elfring, Becky Haynie, Vicki Lowe, Maurine Pendleton, and 

Kate Mahoney (not pictured) volunteered at the Chili Cook-off.  

DAVIS MOUNTAINS CHILI COOKOFF 
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 This is taken from the information/bulletin board at the entrance to the wetland area. 
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Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/TMNTG 

http://www.facebook.com/TMNTG
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2015 Tierra Grande Chapter Officers, Advisors, and Committee Chairs 

 

President: Albert G. Bork 

Vice-President: Toni Arnold 

Secretary: Sandy Lynch 

Treasurer: Chris Pipes 

Past-President: Pam Pipes 

 

Advisors:  

Billy Tarrant, TPWD 

Louis Harveson, SRSU 

Patt Sims 

Jennifer Baur  

Steve Elfring 

TPWD, vacant (formerly Linda Hedges before she retired) 

 

Committee Chairs: 

Awards and Recognition: Rosemary Dennis 

Calendar and Communications: Linda Hedges 

Facebook subcommittee: Dave Taylor 

Historian: vacant  

Host: Carol Slocomb 

Membership: Rosemary Dennis 

Newsletter: Kate Mahoney 

Outreach: Jill Goodwin  

Programs: Mary Malmgren 

TGTMN-DMSP Friends: Dave Mainz 

Volunteer Service Projects & Advanced Training: Linda Hedges  
 

 

                                            

  
    
 
                      

TIERRA GRANDE MASTER NATURALIST CALENDAR 

http://txmn.org/tierra/calendar 
 

Here you can find the full calendar of volunteer and advanced training opportunities. 

When you click on an event, you can see all of the specific details about the event.  

Thank you Linda! 

Stories, photos, and ideas for the newsletter are welcome.  

Please email them to Kate Mahoney, ka_mahoney@yahoo.com 
 

http://txmn.org/tierra/calendar
mailto:ka_mahoney@yahoo.com

