


Coyote families

Coyotes live in family groups, with
an alpha male and female, other
related individuals and sometimes
non-related members. They

are highly social communicating
through vocalizations, body
language, and scent marking. During
denning season, they are protective
of their pups and territory, and can
be increasingly aggressive towards
perceived threats




Coyote lite cycle

Coyotes breed in late winter, with a gestation
period of about two months, giving birth to an
average of 5-7 pups in a den. The pups are born
blind and helpless. They open their eyes after
about two weeks. They are weaned by six to
eight weeks. Both parents care for the pups. The
young become independent by fall.
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Coyote behavior across the calendar

January-March (Breeding Season):

* Coyotes are most active during the breeding season--peak mating activity in
February.

* They form strong pair bonds and establish territories.

* Females prepare dens for giving birth.

April-June (Pups are Born):

« Gestation lasts about 60 days--pups born in April--May.

e Both parents rise the pups and increase daytime hunting to feed the young.
e Pups emerge from the den after a few weeks and begin playing outside.

e Pup mortality can be high during the first year.

July-September (Pup Rearing):

» Coyotes are very active as they continue to raise their young.

* Both parents continue to hunt and bring food back.

» Daytime activity may increase, in cooler periods or times of low human activity.
October-December (Dispersal):

*  Young coyotes disperse from family groups to establish their own territories.
* You see more coyote activity as coyotes search for new areas.

» Coyotes may move about the edges of settled areas.

* They prepare for winter, growing thicker fur.
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Coyote myths and facts

Myths:

. Coyotes are inherently dangerousin urban area.
. Coyotesonly live in rural areas.

. Coyotes are always a threat to pets.

. Coyotes are always noctumal.

. Coyotes are only interested in human food.
Facts:

. Coyotes are adaptable.

. Habituation leads to conflict.

. Conflicts are preventable.

. Coyotes have an important rolein the ecosystem.

. Making yourself look big and threatening can encourage a coyote to
retreat.

Yes, generally coyotes are shy and reclusive animals, generally crepuscular.
They adapt to all environments and try to avoid humans and
confrontation. Their instinct is to maintain distance and go unnoticed.




Coyote role in the ecosystem

Coyotes help regulate populations
of smaller predators and rodents
and contribute to biodiversity and
ecological balance. They are a
keystone species, significantly
impacting the surrounding
community. Their role in controlling
disease vectors like rodents is
beneficial.




Canines to
Clementine

We are canines predatory, and
we’re hunting for our prey, (hand
at forehead)

Claws non-retracting, and
nocturnal, (2 fists)

Coyotes sometimes out in day.
(pointing to sun)
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Coyote
coexistence

Coyote coexistence:

Reduce food sources
Remove attractants

Make travel through residential
neighborhoods difficult

Keep pets inside, in fenced yards,
or leashed

Intentional hazing




Can you design a coyote coexistence poster, or a
poster of what coyotes’ favorite urban foods are?



This book
explains
coyote life.

FACTS ABOUT THE
COYOTE

A PICTURE BOOK FOR KIDS
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