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AMERICAN ELM large leaves with few 
forked secondary veins; grows in a 
beautiful vase shape; a bark flake will 
show alternating brown and cream-
colored layers ; flowers and fruits  
appear in the spring before leaves 
 

GROUP A     
 SIMPLE LEAVES,  
 ALTERNATELY  ATTACHED 
 

POTENTIALLY TRICKY ID OAKS  Key identifier: acorns,  
buds crowded at tip of twig 

RED OAKS: leaves with bristle tips; 

acorns mature in 2 years 
 

SHUMARD & TEXAS RED OAKS  
Both have 5-9 pointed lobes with prominent  
bristle tips;   Shumard acorn cap is shallower 
than that of Texas Red Oak  however, these 
two hybridize, so many trees are not 
identifiable to species 

WHITE OAKS: leaves without bristle 

tips; acorns mature in 1 year 

CHINKAPIN OAK oval-shaped leaf; parallel 
veins, each ending in a curved, sharp 
tooth, but not a bristle 

LIVE OAK  small, glossy, oblong leaf, often retained 
until spring; acorn a narrow, oblong shape, turning 
dark brown when mature 

BLACK WILLOW  occurs in wet areas; bark is 
deeply furrowed and shaggy; leaves are long 
and narrow  

COTTONWOOD  triangular leaf with a long, 
flat petiole; deeply furrowed bark; typically 
found near water 

CAROLINA BUCKTHORN smooth with 
noticeably parallel secondary veins; small, 
understory tree 

GUM BUMELIA (aka CHITTAMWOOD)   
teardrop-shaped leaves often grow in    
clusters; twigs usually armed with sharp 
spines; new growth is quite fuzzy, and 
leaves are fuzzy on the back 

HAWTHORN  leaf has double-toothed margin, 
sometimes lobed; mature bark is scaly gray with 
reddish patches; branches are usually thorny  

MEXICAN PLUM  leaf has double  
row of fine teeth and often appears wilted; 
green to red fruit; very dark bark is smooth 
when young, quite scaly with age; thorns 
on twigs 

PERSIMMON leaf with pointed tip and  
smooth margins; back of leaf very light   
colored; bark very dark and deeply furrowed 
into small squares when mature 

REDBUD produces magenta flowers 
in the spring before leaves appear; 
leaves are heart shaped; fruit is a 
brownish peapod 

SWEET GUM star-shaped leaf and 
spiny fruit; native range is east of ncTX, 
but frequently cultivated here 

SYCAMORE  leaf has shallow, 
pointed lobes; peeling  outer  bark 
reveals white inner bark 

OSAGE-ORANGE  (aka: BOIS D’ ARC )  has 
orange colored wood and roots; thorns 
on branches; leaves produce milky sap; 
leaf  front and back are almost the same 
color;  fruit often known as “horse apples” 

SUGAR-HACKBERRY corky bark; few 
or no teeth; leaves have 3 basal veins rather 
than pinnate venation p. 181 
 

CEDAR ELM small, stiff leaves with a rough 
texture; tips are broadly rounded;  often has 
corky wings on branches; only native elm that 
flowers/fruits in the fall  
 
 
 

*CHINESE ELM (LACEBARK ELM)      
peeling bark with orange-colored bark under-
neath; small, smooth leaves; flowers /fruits in 
the fall 
 
 

 

SLIPPERY ELM large leaves with  numerous 
forked secondary veins; very rough on both 
surfaces;; flowers and fruits  appear in the 
spring before leaves 
 

POSSUMHAW HOLLY (deciduous holly)  
leaf typically 1 ½ - 4 inches long; loses its 
leaves in the winter 

YAUPON HOLLY thick, smooth, shiny leaf 
with narrow, rounded teeth and rounded 
tip; leaf  < 1 ½  inches long; does not lose 
leaves in the winter 

BUR OAK leaves have rounded lobes with-
out bristles, the end lobe largest; largest 
acorns in N. America  

BLACKJACK OAK leaves have 3 lobes 
with bristle tips; leathery, dark green 
and glossy on top; bark very dark   

DISTINCTIVE LEAF SHAPE 

MULBERRY  leaf shape very variable, but 
often some are mitten shaped;  berry       
resembles a long blackberry; leaves have 
milky sap  

*indicates introduced species 

POST OAK thick, leathery leaves;  
shape  is very variable, but  often 
leaves have  five rounded lobes, 
forming a “Maltese Cross” shape 

WINGED ELM  small leaves with pointed tips; flow-
ers/seeds in the spring; often has corky wings on 
branches;  prefers sandy soil; flowers and fruits  
appear in the spring before leaves 
 
 


