Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter
Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, August 12, 2010

Attendees:  JoAnne Bates, Dwight Bohlmeyer, Lynn Braswell, Amanda Chau, Andrew Chow, Liz Crompton, Marianne Dent, Lois Eisenstein, Molly Harris, Leo Lombardini, Madge Luquette,  Charlene Lusk, Terry Junek, Jane Packard, Jean Paul, Amanda Schwede, Neal Scogin, Steve Simcik, Punnee Soothornpoet, Jan Stallone, Jim Waldson, Jean Webster, Randy Williams, Mary Dabney Wilson, Marilyn Yeager, 

The meeting was called to order by President Dwight Bohlmeyer at 6:35 p.m.

Business Meeting

Secretary Report:  Motion to approve the minutes of last meeting by JoAnne Bates, seconded by Jean Webster.  Minutes were approved. 

Treasurer Report:  Terry Junek reported our current balance is $2477.31.

Committee Reports

Outreach:  Jean Webster reported that the locations were marked for signs at Park Hudson.  No confirmation that the signs have been installed. 
Boonville Days at Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History is October 1 and 2.  A sign-up sheet was passed around for those interested in helping at the TMN booth.  If interested in helping the Museum with setting up, see e-mail from Mary Ann Cusimano.
The Jr. Naturalist Program has been a huge success.  We have had 797  participants including two field trips.  Everyone who has helped in this program is greatly appreciated. 

Training:  Five people had registered for the fall classes and fourteen more are interested.  Volunteers are needed for the classes and also for the field trips.  A volunteer is also needed for the KBTX Morning Show on August 26 at 5:30 a.m.  If interested, see Amanda Chau. 

Advanced Training

Dr. John Westbrook is speaker for this evening.  He will be speaking on “Ecology of Crop Pest Insects and Insectivorous Bats in Central Texas.”

Our Most Amazing Flying Wildlife  - August 14 – Martha’s Bloomers

Project WILD Facilitator Training – August 19 and 20 – Blinn Aquatic Center

Texas Wildlife Short Course – August 20 and 21 – Brazos Expo Center 

Cricket Seminar – August 23

Upper Guadalupe River Watershed Stewards Workshop – August 26 – Kerrville

Deadline for signing up for the Project Wild Facilitator Workshop is today, August 12.  There will be no charge for these classes.  It has been approved for 11 hours of advanced training.
Newsletter:  No Report.

Social:  For those who attended the Inks Lake Kayak and Canoe Trip everyone had a great time.  Connie will be sending e-mails for any further trips.  Check e-mails for the next social.

New Business

Dwight is submitting the Jr. Naturalist Program to be put on the agenda for the round table discussion at the State Conference.  Help is needed for this discussion.  See Dwight if you are planning on going to the Conference and are willing to participate in this discussion. 

Lois Eisenstein reviewed a proposal for the Carter Creek Nature Trail.  Phase I of the project was reviewed.  Phase I pertains to ongoing maintenance and upkeep.  This includes one regularly scheduled TMN volunteer work morning for 2 hours to weed trail, pick up trash, plant etc. Motion to approve Phase I to help in maintenance of trail, signage and brochures by Mary Dabney Wilson, seconded by Punnee Soothornpoet.  Phase I of the project approved.   A sheet was passed around for those interested in helping with project. 

Friends of Navasota River

Neil is going to Kerrville for the August 26 workshop.  If interested in riding with him, e-mail or phone Neil.   Upcoming projects being considered including one-half day trips.  Watch for further e-mails from the committee. 

The RBAS will be holding their meetings starting in September at the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History.   Dr. Deborah Cowman is interested in having the TMN meetings there also.  Dwight will pursue this further. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jean Paul, seconded by Amanda Chau.  Meeting was adjourned.    

