




Texas Master Naturalist Brazos Valley Chapter

Meeting Agenda for May 10, 2012
Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History
I. Welcome
II. Officer and Committee Reports

A. President – Lisa Davenport - tax exempt and non-profit status issue
B. Vice President – Janet Quiram
C. Secretary – Amanda Schwede
1. Sign in

2. Approval of April 2012 meeting minutes

D. Treasurer – Charlene Lusk
E. Outreach – Cheryl Lewis, Chair – 
F. Training – Bruce Neville, Chair - Membership – 
G. Betty Vermeire, Chair - Hard copies of each person's 2011 hours, with signature, must be sent in to the state office.  DON'T PANIC!!!!!  The way I've set things up, there is a sheet for each of you with all the hours you sent last year on it.  I will print these and bring them to Thursday's meeting for you to sign.
H. Advanced Training –Jim Anding, Chair - 
I. Volunteer Service Project – Jay Pritchard, Chair -
J. Host/Social – Olivia Ash and Kara Rosch, Co-chairs -
K. Historian – Terry Junek, Chair – 
L. Web – Amanda Chau, Chair - The Web Committee will try to have all the committee pages up and running by early August.
M. Program – Janet Quiram, Chair -
III. Old Business
IV. New Business
A. I propose a joint effort of the two organizations addressed to encourage the Brazos County Road Department NOT to mow the county byways while the wild flowers are still in boom and therefore seeds not developed. Two benefits are to be enjoyed ... first is more wildflowers in more abundance over time and a cost saving in the expense of mowing, a major consideration in these "troubled financial" times. I can see into the future an article proclaiming the county's efforts in the "Make Brazos County Evan More Beautiful" and saving your hard working tax dollars at the same time, etc, etc, etc. or something such as that.
 
Thanks you in advance for your consideration.
 
Jim Anding

V. Announcements
A. Upcoming Programs Dates/Calendar Items
1. TMN Spring Meeting Schedule:  (Second Thursdays at 6:30 PM, BVMNH)
June 14, July 12, August 9, September 13

2. 2012 TMN State Conference
3. Monthly Meeting speakers (each monthly meeting counts for one hour of AT credit):
A. May 9— John Nielson-Gammon "Scientific Basis for and Texas Consequences of Climate Change"
B. June 14— Robert Taylor "And the number one environmental contaminant is...

         Mercury!!!"
C. July 12— John Herron, Director of Texas Conservation and Science, will speak about The Nature Conservancy
D. August 9—Lucy Coward  "The Horned Lizard: Where Are They?"
4. 2012 Wildlife for Lunch Webinar Series (count as Advanced Training credit)

https://texas-wildlife.webex.com to log on to the live webinars.  For more information contact 

Courtney Brittain, Texas Wildlife Association, Education Program Coordinator
2800 NE Loop 410, Ste. 105; San Antonio, TX 78218
(210) 826-2904 ext. 122, (210) 826-4933 – fax, (210) 393-3467 - mobile
www.texas-wildlife.org, cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org 
May 17 * Integrating Cattle and Wildlife on Small Acreage, Larry Pierce 
June 21 * Ranch Photography for Fun and Profit, John Martin
July 19 * West Texas Wildlife Management, Louis Harveson
August 16 * Rainwater Harvesting, Billy Kniffen 
September 20 * Deer Nutritional Requirements & Implications for Management, Dave Hewitt 
October 18 * Native Prairie Restoration, Forrest Smith 
November 15 * Endangered Species Management, Brian Hays
December 20 * Forestry Management for Wildlife, Chris Comer
5.  Sentinel Pest Network & Invasive Species Workshops
These are automatically approved for AT credit, since the notice came from the state TMN office.

These workshops supplement the Invaders of Texas program by training citizen scientists to identify and report invasive pests of regulatory concern like Emerald Ash Borer and the Cactus Moth while they are out looking for invasive plants. The morning session will cover non-native, invasive pests, and the afternoon session will be a refresher course on non-native, invasive plants that occur in our area.

 
Saturday May 12, 2012

Location: Livingston, TX

Contact: Piney Woods Lakes Chapter Master Naturalists

(sgtullos@livingston.net)

Piney Wood Lakes TMN host Invasive Pest & Plants Workshop (Approved AT credit)

For more information or to sign up for the workshop please contact Janet Fayle at janet.fayle@att.net
Piney Wood Lakes Master Naturalist Chapter Hosts Workshop on Invasive Pests and Plants
On Saturday, May 12 the Piney Wood Lakes Master Naturalist Chapter will host a one-day workshop sponsored by the Invaders of Texas Citizen Science Program to establish a Sentinel Network to increase the probability of early detection of invasive insect pests.  Invasive insects such as the Emerald Ash Borer, the Cactus Moth, the Asian Longhorned Beetle and others threaten the natural diversity of Texas. If they are not controlled and they become established, these pests and the diseases brought with them increase food and fiber costs, increase pesticide use and cause damage to native species of plants and animals, forests, watersheds, lakes, rivers and water delivery systems.

The workshop will be held at the Livingston-Polk County Chamber of Commerce , 1001 US Hwy 59 N, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on May 12.  Included in the program will be a refresher course on Invasive Plants in our area by a local expert. Lunch and snacks will be provided at no charge by the Piney Wood Lakes Master Naturalist Chapter.

The full-day workshop includes a half-day refresher course for the Invaders of Texas program, with sessions on identification of the “dirty dozen” invasive plants in our area, website navigation and data reporting.

For more information or to sign up for the workshop please contact Janet Fayle at janet.fayle@att.net. More information on the Invaders of Texas Citizen Science Program can be found at www.texasinvasives.org.

 
Thursday May 17, 2012

Location: Brazoria County AgriLife Office (Angleton, TX)

Contact: Cradle of Texas Chapter Master Naturalists

(djbrandes@comcast.net)

 
Saturday May 19, 2012

Location: Aransas County AgriLife Extension Facility (Rockport, TX)

Contact: Kris Kirkwood (kris_kirkwood@wildblue.net)

6. Abilene Area Texas Nature Tracker Workshop sponsored by the Big Country TMN Chapter
Contact Jan Carrington for registration and more info:  mjcarrington@att.net ; 325.665.8594
Texas Nature Tracker Training Workshops

Sponsored by the Big Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist Program

Learn how to identify amphibian and freshwater mussel species

Participate in scientific research


Friday, May 18 – Amphibian Watch
5:00 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. Classroom Training (supper will be provided)

9:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Field Trip – Bring a FLASHLIGHT

 
Saturday, May 19 – Mussel Watch
10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Classroom Training (lunch will be provided)

2:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Field Trip – Bring rubber boots or water shoes

 
Location: Abilene State Park
150 Park Road 32 Tuscola TX 79562
Registration fee is $10.00 per Workshop
Register for one or both Workshops – Enrollment Limited
Contact: Jan Carrington
Email: mjcarrington@att.net
Phone: 325.665.8594
CPE and TEEAC Credit Available for Teachers
Please Wear Comfortable Field Attire

7. Fun Opportunities! Some WILD some not...don't miss out! (As TPWD is a sponsor of TMN, these activities automatically qualify for Advanced Training credit.)

Groundwater to Gulf
June 19th, 20th, and 21st 
Pre-conference session includes a Project WILD Aquatic workshop 

Groundwater to the Gulf is a 3-day, field-trip based institute for Central Texas teachers that emphasizes techniques for teaching water-based curricula to students in grades 4 through 8. Participants follow the path of water in Central Texas from its origins to its final destination in the Gulf of Mexico. Topics include: hydrology, groundwater, urban watersheds, water quality, water protection, and water conservation.

Tx. Wildlife Association L.A.N.D.S.
May 19-20, 2012 at HEB Camp, Leakey, TX

Or

June 12 -14, 2012 at Cedar Mountain Lodge, Scurry,TX.

L.A.N.D.S. now includes a Project WILD workshop

L.A.N.D.S. (Learning Across New Dimensions in Science), is TWA's Youth Educational program.  It was designed to help educators reach classroom goals while teaching students about the environment, natural resources, conservation, wildlife, wildlife related issues, and the importance of being a good land steward.  Studies show students retain more information through hands-on experiences, therefore many of our in-class and field activities "get students involved."

And here is a webinar series from the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  I have attended a couple of these and they are excellent and the materials  are free online.

AFWA CE Webinars
5/23: K-12 Conservation Scope & Sequence
Dr. Judy Silverberg from New Hampshire Fish & Game discusses this educator's guide to sequential learning about fish and wildlife in terms of content standards and performance expectations for K-5, 6-8 and 9-12 grade bands in the areas of science, social science, and health and fitness.

8. There will be a Tracking Certification in the Austin area on June 9-10 (qualifies as TMN AT credit)  Hosted by Dave Scott of the Earth Native Wilderness School. Please pass this on to anyone you think may be interested in attending. This is one of the first tracking certifications ever offered in Texas that will be open to the public.  Go to www.earthnativeschool.com for more information or to register.

9. TPWD Texas Amphibian Watch Workshop Tuesday, June 5, 2012, 6:30 – 9:30 PM

(AT credit approved)  To register for the workshop, or for more questions, contact Kathy McCormack at 512-698-9880 or VEFL21@yahoo.com
Beverly S. Sheffield Education Center (aka, the Splash! Exhibit next to Barton Springs Pool in Zilker Park,http://www.austintexas.gov/blog/beverly-s-sheffield-education-center), Austin

Learn how to identify frog and toad species in Texas and participate in scientific research.  This TPWD workshop is sponsored by the Capital Area Master Naturalists (http://camn.org/).  Bring a headlamp or flashlight if you have one, but some flashlights will also be on hand.  Bring shoes/boots that can get wet if you want to chase frogs, but this is not required.  You may want to bring some water, as well.  This workshop is approved advanced training for Texas Master Naturalists, and SBEC and TEEAC credit is available for educators.

The workshop fee is $10/person for materials and more information on this TPWD Texas Nature Trackers program can be found athttp://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/texas_nature_trackers/amphibian_watch/
Additional information on Texas frogs and toads can be found athttp://www.herpsoftexas.org/view/frogs.

Registration is required. 

To register for the workshop, or for more questions, contact Kathy McCormack at 512-698-9880 or VEFL21@yahoo.com
Note that messages left May 22nd through May 28th will be acknowledged on May 29th
10. Volunteers Needed- The first activity will be at the local Howdy Day Camp for Girl Scouts on Wednesday, June 6th from 9-1:30.  We will lead an activity on aquatics or birds every 45 minutes for 40-50 scouts at a time.  I would like to do a few Aquatic Wild or Flying Wild activities and a few hands on activities as well.  I am going to check out the site in May to see what activities would be appropriate.

The second program will be for a church group on Thursday, June 7th from 6:30-8:00 pm at Lick Creek Park or Hudson Park Trail, depending on the weather.  We will have approximately 20 elementary aged children plus parents for a nature walk.
11. Many of you have joined us for a Project WILD workshop, this time we’ll be offering the Aquatic version of the workshop complete with guide and extra goodies. Attached is a flyer with the details, we have space for 15, so reply early if you’ll be able to make it!  May 19th 9 AM-4 PM
12.  The RBAS program for June 13 at 6:30 at the BVMNH is approved for AT credit.
Explore the science of feather identification with Dave Scott, co-author of field guide Bird Feathers: A Guide to North American Species. Learn to use feather shape and morphology, as well as color, to identify individual flight feathers found in the field. Whether you are an ornithologist, master birder, or you just enjoy spending time outdoors, this lecture will draw you in to a new and exciting facet of the natural world.
13.  What’s all the buzz about bees, birds and butterflies?  June 23, 2012  10:00 - 1:00 Conroe, Texas  (AT credit approved)  Celebrate Pollinator Week with the Heartwood Chapter.  You can attend as a guest or volunteer alongside of us.  NatureLIVE at the Jones State Forest  

Volunteers info:  http://heartwoodtmn.org/groups/naturelive-volunteers   

Guests info: http://heartwoodtmn.org/whats-happening/calendar/naturelive-community-day
14.  List of Plant Walks and Fieldtrips across north Texas
My name is Jeff Quayle and I member with the Cross Timbers chapter of TMN since 1998. I lead plant walks, fieldtrips, and conduct botanical surveys across much of north Texas, particularly areas in the Cross Timbers and Prairies region.

Please e-mail for a list of walks and fieldtrips, or visit my Yahoo Groups Field Trips Announcement Page at http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/CTMN_Fieldtrip_List/ 

You will need a Yahoo ID to join my page. But joining allows you to receive automated announcements up to 2 weeks before one of my walks. It also allows you access to plant lists, photos and some plant data.

 

Jeff Quayle s-quaylei@att.net
Yahoo Groups Fieldtrip Announcement List http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/CTMN_Fieldtrip_List/
15.  Public input sought on coastal and marine efforts
COLLEGE STATION, Texas — The Texas Sea Grant College Program is asking Texans to help it chart its course in the areas of coastal and marine research, outreach and education by participating in an online survey. As a “thank you,” five people who complete the survey will be chosen at random to win $100 gift cards.
The program that bills itself as “Science at Work for Texans” is currently developing its strategic plan for 2014-2017. Texas Sea Grant’s mission is to improve the understanding, wise use and stewardship of Texas coastal and marine resources. To achieve this mission, Texas Sea Grant develops and supports research, education and outreach programs and partnerships, and relies on the public for knowledge, advice and guidance.
The survey takes just a few minutes to complete and gauges participants’ interest in issues concerning coastal community growth and development, jobs and the economy, coastal and marine education, and coastal health, safety and beauty. Individuals interested in voicing their opinions can find a link to the survey on Texas Sea Grant’s homepage, www://texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu. All responses are anonymous.
Based on the Land Grant concept, Texas Sea Grant is a unique partnership that unites the resources of the federal government, the State of Texas, universities across the state and marine-related industries to create knowledge, tools, products and services that benefit the economy, the environment and the citizens of Texas. Based at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas Sea Grant is a non-academic research center in the College of Geosciences. It is also one of 32 university-based Sea Grant Programs around the country that are part of the National Sea Grant Network. The National Sea Grant Program is administered through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
follow our link http://texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu/
and click on the blue post-it note that says "Take the 2012 Texas Sea Grant Strategic Planning Survey"
Rhonda D. Cummins '08 Coastal & Marine Resource Advisor Texas Sea Grant College Program

186 County Road 101, Ste. 1 Port Lavaca, TX 77979 office: 361-552-9747 fax:  361-552-6727

http://kyakradio.tamu.edu
16.  Status of the Monarch and Plan milkweed!
Shared by Kip Kiphart
The current status of the monarch butterfly.
And what we can do to help: Plant milkweed.
http://monarchwatch.org/blog/2012/03/monarch-population-status-14/
http://www1.umn.edu/news/features/2012/UR_CONTENT_378473.html
17.  Year of the Bat Resources for 2012
The Year of the Bat group in collaboration with Bat Conservation International has compiled a plethora of resources to use for any YOTB event (found at http://www.batcon.org/index.php/get-involved/year-of-the-bat/subcategory/596.html). 

Feel free to download any and everything you find useful for your own batty events!

18.  TPWD Seeks Volunteers to Seek Reptiles and Amphibians
Spring in Texas means… wildflowers blooming, frogs croaking, lizards emerging, and turtles basking.  As wildlife in Texas responds to abundant spring rains and early warmth this year, Texas Parks and Wildlife is looking for volunteers to help document the response of amphibian and reptile species around the state.

“Reptiles and amphibians are especially sensitive to climate changes,” according to Lee Ann Linam, biologist in TPWD’s Wildlife Diversity Program.  Frogs and toads require adequate rainfall to breed, and reptiles often spend more time underground or in burrows during long dry periods.”  Linam says 2012 is shaping up to be a good year for herps, as reptiles and amphibians are often called, due to abundant rainfall and warm temperatures.

A good year is welcome news for these species, many of which are declining or little-known, according to Linam.  Texas Parks and Wildlife has several monitoring programs for herps that allow citizen scientists to enjoy some springtime weather while gathering data on reptiles and amphibians.

Texas Amphibian Watch seeks information on frogs, toads, and salamanders in the state, usually by encouraging a volunteer to adopt a wetland site and listening for the calls of frogs and toads at night.  “People are always fascinated to learn what animal is making that click, trill, or chuckle that they hear at ponds,” says Linam, “and that fascination can help us determine whether amphibian species are declining in Texas or not.”  Texas Amphibian Watch provides a free monitoring packet with instructions.  Audio CDs of frog and toad calls and training workshops are also available.

Texas Horned Lizard Watch seeks information on horned lizards, including the official state reptile, often called the horny toad.  “Many Texans are familiar with horny toads, but wonder why they don’t see them anymore,” says Linam.  “Texas Horned Lizard Watch is an attempt to help us understand why horned lizards have disappeared from some areas and remain in others—hopefully that information will help us help the species to recover.”    Interested participants can download a free monitoring packet that provides information about all three horned lizard species in Texas, guidelines for managing for horned lizards, and instructions and data forms for the monitoring program.

Texas Box Turtle Survey seeks information on the two box turtle species in the state—the eastern box turtle and the ornate box turtle.  Common in the pet trade, these land-based turtles seem to be declining in some areas.  “We would be especially concerned about decreases in box turtle numbers because they are long-lived and don’t produce many young,” according to Linam.  TPWD provides a sighting report form that can be downloaded and links to a webpage where sightings can be reported online.

Texas Amphibian Watch, Texas Horned Lizard Watch, and Texas Box Turtle Survey are just a few of the citizen science programs offered as a part of Texas Nature Trackers.  Texas Nature Trackers is also collaborating with other partners to promote volunteer survey efforts for freshwater turtles and the spot-tailed earless lizards.  To download monitoring packets, check workshop schedules, order CDs, or just learn more about these and other programs, interested individuals can visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/trackers/
19.  The Wildlife Conservation Professional Development Grants
Contact:  Email: CEnright@neefusa.org
 

Greetings, Texas Master Naturalist!

We wanted to send over information about a professional development grant opportunity for middle and high school teachers. We would love to know if it was possible to reach your base with the opportunity, in order to reach as many educators as possible.

The Wildlife Conservation Professional Development Grants are offered by our Classroom Earth program, the K-12 environmental education program of the National Environmental Education Foundation. Classroom Earth's 2012 Professional Development Grants will enable applicants to take one six-week online course offered by the Wildlife Conservation Society to create a strong foundation in wildlife conservation.  Participating teachers will be better equipped to bring wildlife conservation into the classroom, facilitate scientific learning and to connect students with their natural surroundings. This Classroom Earth grant opportunity will also support teachers to earn graduate level credit.

I have included our promotional language at the end of this message. If you are able to respond via email, I can attach our promotional graphic, in case you were able to spread the message through your networks, on social media or the Texas Master Naturalist site. 

To learn more, please visit the grant web page, located here:  http://classroomearth.org/2012wcgrants. The application deadline is April 30, 2012.

Let me know if you would like any more information or have any questions.

Thanks, and have a good weekend!

PROMOTIONAL LANGUAGE:  Classroom Earth’s 2012 Professional Development Grants Interested in enhancing your understanding of the living world and learning to teach about wildlife conservation in your subject area?

Classroom Earth is supporting middle and high school teachers around the country who are eager to make wildlife conservation part of their curriculum. Classroom Earth's 2012 Professional Development Grants will enable applicants to take one six-week online course offered by the Wildlife Conservation Society to create a strong foundation in wildlife conservation.  Participating teachers will be better equipped to bring wildlife conservation into the classroom, facilitate scientific learning and to connect students with their natural surroundings. This Classroom Earth grant opportunity will also support teachers to earn graduate level credit.

Classroom Earth received very positive feedback about last year’s courses. According to one teacher, “I really enjoyed my course, Conservation Biology for Educators. I found everything relevant to what I teach, and can use it in many different classes.”

The application deadline is April 30, 2012.

Apply for a Classroom Earth Professional Development Grant today!

Visit www.classroomearth.org/2012wcgrants
20.  USDA population genetics project

 

April 9, 2012
Dear Colleagues,

In 2011 the USDA-ARS began the North American Mosquito Project (NAMP); a continental scale population genetics project to quantify the genetic relationships between populations of Aedes vexans and Culex tarsalis.  Vector control and public health districts contributed mosquitoes throughout North America.   Over 450 samples from 38 states and 5 countries were received and the sequencing of the initial populations has commenced. Many contributors expressed a willingness to send samples in 2012. 

The North American Mosquito Project has two major priorities for 2012:

- To cover areas that were missed in 2011 either due to weather conditions or simply because locations were contacted too late in the season.

-To repeat coverage in areas which were sampled in 2011.  This year the project will also look to understanding the temporal genetic variation within populations.  

You are receiving this email because your location is a high priority and your contribution to NAMP will be greatly appreciated.

Project needs:  At least 50 adult female Aedes vexans and/or Culex tarsalis mosquitoes trapped on a single night from as many unique locations (separated by at least 5 km) as possible.  The sampling protocol and data sheet are attached.  Prepaid UPS labels and other supplies are available on request.  Samples can be shipped at any point this summer or fall but if you are intending to participate please let me know ASAP by sending an e-mail toelin.maki@ars.usda.gov. 

As always, any contributions, past or future, are greatly appreciated.  Feel free to share this e-mail with anyone you think may be interested.

Sincerely,  Elin Maki and Lee Cohnstaedt, Arthropod-Borne Animal Diseases Research Unit, Center for Grain and Animal Health Research, 1515 College Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502.  Elin.Maki@ars.usda.gov Off: (785) 537-5589 Lee.Cohnstaedt@ars.usda.gov Off: (785) 410-9148
21.  We would like to get interesting photos of native plants and stories within the North Central Texas area.  The March-April issue of the Reverchon Naturalist newsletter is now available on the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Service home page and can be found at this link:
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/bio/reverchon.html
Please forward to anyone you believe would be interested.  We would like to get interesting photos of native plants and stories within the North Central Texas area.  Submit articles of 350-700 words.  Longer articles are also accepted.  Please take the time to submit your items and share with other plant geeks.

Ricky Linex, Wildlife Biologist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 532 Santa Fe Dr., Weatherford, TX 76086, 817-596-2865 Ext. 105 (O), 817-304-5266 (C)
22.  Youth Range Workshop accepting applications for youth & volunteers
Please help spread the word.. the Texas Section of the Society for Range Management is accepting participant applications for its Youth Range Workshop. 

 

They are also looking for volunteers to assist with this event. 

 

To learn more, visit:  www.rangelands.org/texas/youtheducation.htm
 

   

Feel free to share this opportunity with youth and other volunteers you may know. 

