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We are a group of trained volunteers who share our appreciation 

and knowledge of nature with the community through  

outreach, education, and conservation/restoration projects. 

EDITOR TEAM 

—Raji Mahesh, January 
Co-Editor, Raji@CoastalPrairie.org 

Have a great story for next month’s 
issue? Submit by January 25th.  

—Shannon Westveer, February Co- 
Editor, Shannon@CoastallPrairie.org  
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Wood duck (Photo by Kylee Roberts) 

Happy New Year to the greatest Master Naturalist 
chapter in the entire state of Texas! 

Terri Hurley listed several of our chapter’s key accomplishments in 
her President’s message in the December 2023 Courier. Thanks to 
every one of our volunteers, we are achieving great things!   

Some of the exciting events coming up in 2024 include: 

20th Anniversary of the Coastal Prairie Chapter. Save the date of 
Thursday December 5 when we will combine our annual Holiday 
Party with a special celebration of our accomplishments and 
growth since 2004! 

Training Classes. Registration for our Spring 2024 class should 
open in early February. Be sure to tell your interested friends and 
family members that they can fill out this form to receive future 
class information. And please consider being a mentor! 

Outreach Opportunities. Building on the success and fun of the 
first SCNP Nature Day held last September, our next Nature Day at 
Seabourne Creek Nature Park will be held April 6, 2024. At our 
twice-monthly outreach at the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science in Sugar Land, we shared our knowledge and love of 
nature with over 2,000 adults and children in 2023 and will take 
that momentum into the new year. Many more opportunities to 
interact with the public occur throughout the year. Members, 
keep an eye on Slack, the Courier, and our Weekly Bulletin for 
these. 

Programs on the first Thursday of each month. These are open to 
the public and will continue to be in a hybrid format— meeting in 
person at the Rosenberg Civic Center and live via zoom. The 
exception will be our February program “Homegrown National 
Park” featuring Doug Tallamy which will be via Zoom only. All our 
2024 speaker slots are full, starting with our January 4th program 
on native trees. 

Great projects and ongoing service opportunities at Seabourne 
Creek Nature Park. As the park changes with 
each season of the year, so do our activities at 

 

Continued next page 
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the workdays held each Wednesday and 1st and 3rd Saturdays. Our 
RDC grant allows us to do remarkable things at Seabourne to make the 
park a better, more natural, and more educational experience for park 
visitors every year. Our featured infrastructure project for 2024 will be 
a new floating dock and relevant new signage in the wetlands. 

We talk so much about our chapter growth… but what about personal 
growth? I would like to challenge each of our members with a New 
Years Resolution. If you’ve found yourself performing most of your 
TMN service in one area or type of activity, look for opportunities to 
try something new in 2024. You might surprise yourself by finding 
even more activities you enjoy while making new friends in the 
chapter. 

I know that together we will make a positive and meaningful impact as 
we fulfill the Texas Master Naturalist mission of education, outreach, 
and service for the benefit of the natural areas and natural resources 
in our community. As always, we will have a lot of fun along the way. 

See you outside! 

January Chapter Program: Thursday, January 4th, 7 PM 
“Rooted in Diversity: Nurturing Nature with Native Flora”   
featuring Mickey Merritt 
By Jan Peterson, TMNCPC Programs Director 

Join us for an evening of 
education as certified arborist 
Michael (“Mickey”) Merritt 
explains why choosing natives 
over introduced species in 
landscapes and/or natural areas 
not only increases their chances 
of survival but is good for 
wildlife. He will discuss common 
trees and shrubs and highlight 
underutilized species. The 
presentation will also provide a 
listing of available online 
resources. 

Michael (Mickey) Merritt has 
been working in the industry for 
nearly 40 years. Recently retired 
from a 25-year career with 
Texas A&M Forest Service, he is 
a Certified Forester, Certified 
Arborist, TRAQ Qualified and 
Municipal Specialist, an Urban 
Forest Strike Team Leader and 
member of the National Big 
Tree Registry Cadre. Merritt has 
served in utility arboriculture, 
private industry and more 
recently as an Urban and 
Community Forester for Texas 
A&M Forest Service and earned 
the title of 2021 Texas Arborist 
of the Year. His geographical 
experience extends from 
Louisiana to West Texas, but 
wherever he is working, 
whether he is teaching or doing, 
Mickey brings professionalism 
and excellence. 

Coastal Prairie Chapter 
programs are free and open to 
the public. The January 
program is being held at the 
Rosenberg Civic Center, 3825 
TX-36, Rosenberg, TX 77471. 
Please plan to arrive at 6:00 
PM for refreshments and social 
time; the 1-hour program 
begins at 7:00 PM.  

TMNCPC members in 
attendance should record their 
Advanced Training (AT) hours 
under “AT: Chapter Meeting-
Coastal Prairie” and the VSP 
hours for the business meeting 
under “Chapter Business:” 
 

 

 
 Texas Master Naturalist program 
is sponsored by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service. 

President’s message cont’d from previous page  

Michael Merritt 

 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
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Board of Directors 2024 
by Susan Walther, TMNCPC President 

Our chapter has a fantastic Board of Directors lined 
up for 2024!   

I’m very happy to introduce the people who will lead 
our chapter this year, along with some explanation of 
who makes up the board and the way in which they 
are elected or appointed per our Bylaws. In brief, the 
board of directors is made up of the officers, the 
state representative, the immediate past president, 
the advisors, and other board members.  

Our officers, also called the Executive Committee, 
are elected by the chapter membership at the last 
general membership meeting of the calendar year 
prior to their assuming office. Our 2024 officers were 
elected on December 14, 2023.  

President: Susan Walther (new to this position) 
Vice President: Joyce Tipton (new to this position) 
Treasurer: Carrie Dolezal (new to the board, 
welcome!) 
Secretary: Kerry Padilla (new to this position) 

Our chapter has two advisors, one each from the two 
organizations that sponsor and coordinate the Texas 
Master Naturalist program. Thank you both for all 
you do to support us. 

Brandy Rader - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
(returning) 

John Few- Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(returning) 

Our Immediate Past President is Terri Hurley (Thanks 
for a job well done as 2022-2023 president!) 

Our returning Training Class Director Lauren DeShazo 
was recommended by the current president after 
completion of the last training and approved by the 
2023 Board. 

Our Training Class Representative Wanda Roof was 
elected by her class (Fall 2023). Welcome! 

Are you interested in seeing how this group works 
together to lead the chapter and make decisions? 
It’s as easy as joining us for any of our board 
meetings, which are open to all chapter members 
and held by zoom on the 3rd Wednesday night of 
each month. And let us know if you’d like to help 
on a committee led by our directors, or if you 
would like to serve on any of these board positions 
in the future! 

All other board members were recommended by 
the incoming president and confirmed by a 
majority vote of the newly elected officers, 
immediate past president, and advisors. Listed in 
alphabetical order by title: 

• Advanced Training or AT Director: Lisa Sanders 
(new to this position) 

• Communications / Publicity Director: Tom Zaal 
(returning) 

• IT Director: Bert Stipelcovich (returning) 

• Membership Directors: Jan Kolk and Kevin Kolk 
(returning) 

• Programs Director: Jan Peterson (returning) 

• SCNP Directors: Jerry Trenta and Randolph 
Watson (returning) 

• State Representative: Hoiman Low (returning) 

• Volunteer Service Projects or VSP Director: Jan 
Poscovsky (new to the Board, welcome!) 

I am grateful to all these hardworking and 
talented folks for agreeing to serve our chapter in 
the coming year. 

 

mailto:susan@coastalprairie.org
mailto:joyce@coastalprairie.org
mailto:carrie@coastalprairie.org
mailto:kerry@coastalprairie.org
mailto:brandy.rader@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:john.few@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:terri@coastalprairie.org
mailto:lauren@coastalprairie.org
about:blank
mailto:lisa@coastalprairie.org
mailto:tom@caostalprairie.org
mailto:bert@coastalprairie.org
mailto:jan@coastalprairie.org
mailto:kevin@coastalprairie.org
mailto:jan.peterson@coastalprairie.org
mailto:hoiman@coastalprairie.org
mailto:jan.poscovsky@coastalprairie.org
mailto:jan.poscovsky@coastalprairie.org
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Membership Minute      
By Jan and Kevin Kolk, TMNCPC Membership Co-Directors 

Congratulations to our numerous certification and milestone achievers. Way to go! 

SLACK TIP — Keep your 
preferred channels and people 
on the top.  

MEMBERS ONLY The star feature can 

be used to lock a person or channel 

so that they appear at the top. A 

starred category will then appear on 

the left navigation panel to highlight 

the preferred channel/ person thus 

minimizing scrolling. 

To access the Star feature: Click on 

the channel/ person you wish to 

lock. Click on the Star that appears 

below the Title .  

Initial Certification 

Sari Garfinkle — 2023 Fall 
Mike Walsh — 2023 Fall 
Raul Garcia —  2023  Spring  

250 Hour Milestone 

Lisa Sanders — 2023 Spring 
John Greene — 2022 Spring  
Mary Saville — 2020 Fall 
 
1000 Hour Milestone 

Pauline Zinn —2017 

                2023 Recertification  
113 members recertified  

 
Cyndi Scott— 2020 Spring                            
Emily Essa — 2022 Spring 
Amber Leung — 2015 
Mike Randall — 2023 Fall 
Wanda Roof — 2023 Fall 
Joanie Havlick — 2020 Fall 
Jo Cain — 2023 Fall 
Randall Schmidt — 2021 Fall 
Bruce Vest — 2013 
 

 
 
 
Johanna DeYoung — 2019 
Angela LeDoux — 2019 
Dawn Homan — 2022 Spring 
Chevvy Tang — 2022 Fall 
Stan Poscovsky — 2023 Fall 
Diane Russell — 2011 
Charris Powers — 2020 Fall 
Doug Stewart —2022 Spring 
John Vindekilde — 2020 Spring 

A digitally drawn picture of the American kestrel by our TMNCPC 

past president Amber Leung has been chosen as the official art-

work for the 2024 Great Texas Birding Classic!  Follow this link to 

the Great Texas Birding Classic for more details.  

 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/events/great-texas-birding-classic
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Volunteer Service — January Highlights 
By Johanna DeYoung, TMNCPC Volunteer Director 

Before arriving to serve, check our website calendar for last minute changes, cancelations, 
or other information before departing.  

JOIN US! 
The public is always welcome to 
serve alongside us in our 
communities. Get out and meet 
TMNCPC members in the field! 

John Greene and William Hannah rocking it at Keep 
Weston Lakes Beautiful “Photos with Santa at the 
Bird Sanctuary” event. Santa Bill heard the wishes of 
about 65 kids! Photo credit– Joyce Tipton 
 

Signature Project Seabourne Creek Nature Park 
(SCNP), Rosenberg: 9:00 – 11:00 AM, 
Wednesdays and 1st and 3rd Saturdays which fall 
on 1/3, 1/6, 1/10, 1/17, 1/20, 1/24, 1/31 

Signature Project Monthly Bird Hike at SCNP, 
Rosenberg:  8:30 – 10:00 AM, 1st Wednesday, 
1/3 

Public Outreach Houston Museum of Natural 
Science in Sugar Land: 10:30 AM — 3:00 PM, 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays which fall on 1/13, 1/27 

Houston Native Prairies Association of Texas– 
Seed Sorting & Pizza Party, Red Cross Building 
2900 Southwest Freeway Houston TX 77098: 
6:30 – 8:30 PM, Wednesday, 1/24  

Coastal Prairie Conservancy Indiangrass 
Preserve, Katy: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Tuesdays, 
Fridays, and 2nd Saturdays of each month which 
fall on 1/2, 1/5, 1/9, 1/12, 1/13, 1/16, 1/19, 1/23, 
1/26, 1/30 

Harris County Precinct 4 Bird Survey @ 
Archbishop Joseph A: Fiorenza Park, Houston: 
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM, 4th Monday which falls on 
1/22 

Lawther-Deer Park Prairie, Deer Park:              
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 4th Saturday of each month 
which falls on 1/27 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The seed packages have arrived! There is a 
box placed on the desk at our TMNCPC office 

with seed packs ready to be shared at 
TMNCPC outreach events. Please take seed 
packs with you to outreach events to hand 
out to the attendees. If/when less than 50 
packs remain, please contact me so I can 

replenish the supply. 

 

https://txmn.org/coastal/events/month/2024-01/
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Seabourne Creek Nature Park’s Growing Outreach Initiatives  
By Jan Poscovsky, Seabourne Creek Nature Park Outreach Lead  

The Coastal Prairie Chapter’s outreach initiatives 
at Seabourne Creek Nature Park are rapidly 
expanding, offering an array of engaging activities 
for visitors. From nature walks to bird hikes and 
collaborations 
with Girl Scout 
troops, the 
chapter’s park 
calendar is 
bustling with 
educational 
opportunities 
and immersive 
experiences. 

Nature Walks: Introducing the park’s seven 
distinct areas managed by the Coastal Prairie 
Chapter, our monthly nature hikes now occur on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month at 8AM. 
Knowledgeable Master Naturalist leaders delve 
into the park’s history, our partnership with the 
City of Rosenberg, and provide insights into each 
area’s unique offerings. Emphasis is placed on 
native planting practices and environmental 
stewardship, creating a complete experience. 

Diverse Nature Walks: We are developing 
specialized public walks covering engaging topics 
like foraging, 
insects, and 
plants, 
catering to 
specific 
interests, and 
expanding 
learning 
experiences. 

Bird Hikes: 
Held on the first Wednesday of each month from 
October through May at 8AM, our bird hikes, led 
by Jan and Kevin Kolk, attract birding enthusiasts 
of all levels. Validating the park’s inclusion in the 

Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, these hikes have 
drawn participants from far and wide, fostering an 
appreciation for the park’s avian wonders. 

Girl Scout Engagement: In November, Brownie 
Troop 151125 gathered in the Butterfly Garden, 
where they diligently pursued their Bugs badges at 
the picnic tables under the guidance of their troop 
leader. When they were done, Jan Poscovsky led 
the troop on an enriching nature hike through the 
park. In January, Jan Kolk will lend expertise to Girl 
Scout Troop 
129236, 
supporting 
their 
exploration of 
native plants 
for the 
completion of 
their Junior 
Gardener 
Badge. 

Nature Day: 
Our next Nature 
Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 6, 2024, from 
10AM to 2PM. The format will be the same as our 
last Nature Day and will highlight the Woodlands/
Bird Sanctuary. Volunteer SignUpGenius can be 
found at #vsp channel on Slack.  

Positive Reception and Growth: Feedback from 
attendees has been overwhelmingly positive, with 
guests eager to explore other events and readily 
joining our mailing list. Many participants 
expressed interest in becoming Master Naturalists, 
highlighting the impact of our outreach efforts. 

Bright Future Ahead: With increasing interest and 
engagement, it’s evident that Seabourne Creek 
Nature Park is poised to shed its “Hidden Gem” 
status and become a thriving hub of environmental 
education and appreciation in the community. 

Photo credits Jan Poscovsky 
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Arthropod Archives  
By Sari Garfinkle, TMNCPC Class of Fall 2023 

with thicker abdomens. Their 
eyes are close together. 
Damselflies are  smaller, 
thinner, and have eyes that are 
far apart. The most obvious 
difference, though, is in wing 
shape and positioning. At rest, 
dragonflies hold their wings flat 
and perpendicular to their 
abdomen. Their wings tend to 
be fairly uniform 
in width. By 
contrast, 
damselflies fold 
their tapered 
wings above 
their abdomen. 
(Most 
damselflies, 
anyway. The 
Spreadwings, a 
subset of 
damselflies, 
hold their wings 
at a 45 degree 
angle, just to 
be contrary). 

Cyrano Darner (Nasiaeschna pentacantha) 

 

Welcome to Arthropod Archives, 
a new monthly column 
highlighting insects and other 
arthropods.  

Members of Phylum Arthropoda 
are invertebrates with a hard, 
chitinous exoskeleton, a 
segmented body, and pairs of 
jointed appendages. Over 
800,000 species have been 
named, with many more waiting 
to be discovered. If you’ve seen 
a shrimp, centipede, 
grasshopper, scorpion, or 
cockroach, you’ve seen an 
arthropod. They’re everywhere! 

Since the Cyrano Darner is the 
TMN mascot, it seems fitting to 
devote this inaugural article to 
two Suborders of Order 
Odonata: dragonflies 
(Anisoptera) and damselflies 
(Zygoptera). 
Odonates are insects. As such, 
they have a three-part body 
(head, thorax, abdomen), six legs 
attached to the thorax, 
compound eyes, and antenna. 
All Odonata also have four wings 
that operate independently of 
one another. Close to 500 
species have been reported in 
the US, with 250+ observed in 
Texas and 34 at SCNP. All are 
predaceous at every step of the 
life cycle and keep many other 
insect species in check. 

What distinguishes members of 
one Suborder from the other?  

Dragonflies tend to be larger, 

Clockwise from top: Widow Skimmer (Plathemis lydia); Citrine 
Forktail (Ischnura hastata); Southern Spreadwing (Lestes australis) 

Continued next page  
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Birds do it, bees do it, but how do 
Odonata do it? Let’s talk 
reproduction.  

Their mating process is 
complicated. Males have primary 
genitalia and claspers on the tip 
of their abdomen, and secondary 
genitalia on the underside of the 
second segment of their 
abdomen. Before seeking a 
female, a male will transfer a 
sperm packet from tip to 
underside.  

Courtship? Nada. He uses his 
claspers to grab a female by the 
back of her head. She will curl her 
abdomen up and click the tip into 
his secondary genitalia. While in 
this “wheel” position, he will 
scoop out any previous Romeo’s 
sperm before depositing his own.  
As if the wheel were insufficiently 
acrobatic, mating may take place 
in the grasses, bushes, trees, or in 
flight, depending on species. Time 
needed to complete the process 
varies from mere seconds to 
twenty minutes or more.  

Since theirs is not a trusting 
relationship, males may either fly 
close to the female while she 
oviposits (lays eggs) or fly in 
tandem, keeping a good grip on 
her head to prevent access by 
other males. Some males do both. 

Read about what happens next in 
the February issue.  
 

 

Arthropod Archives 
By Sari Garfinkle, TMNCPC Class of Fall 2023 

Black Saddlebags (Tramea lacerata) 
mating in wheel 

 
Photo credits: Sari Garfinkle 

Halloween Pennants (Celithemis eponina) in tandem  

Recommended Field Guides: 
Dragonflies of Texas: A Field 
Guide, John C. Abbott, University 
of Texas Press, 2015. 

Damselflies of Texas: A Field 
Guide, John C. Abbott, University 
of Texas Press, 2011. 

Dragonflies and Damselflies of the 
West, Dennis Paulson, Princeton 
University Press, 2009. 

Useful Websites: 
Odonatacentral.org 
iNaturalist.org 
Bugguide.net 
Texas Dragons and Damsels  

 Next month: Naiads and 
tips for identifying Odonata  
 

Continued from previous page 

https://www.odonatacentral.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://bugguide.net/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/140776089412271/
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 Food and Friends, an Awesome End to 2023 
 By Jo Cain, TMNCPC Class of Fall 2023 

The Coastal Prairie Chapter 
celebrated the holidays and 
chapter accomplishments 
and elected our 2024 officers 
on Thursday, December 14. 
It was a wonderful evening 
at the Rosenberg Civic 
Center where members and 
guests gathered for a potluck 
dinner.  

Members answered the call (not a 
duck call) to sign up for various 
types of dishes and table 
decorations.  

The food, from appetizers, to 
main courses, salads, sides, 
desserts, and drinks (water, soda, 
and tea) filled 
more than 6 
tables and was 
mouth-
wateringly 
delicious.  

The evening 
started with 
a meet-and-
greet, 
appetizers, 
and folks 

mingling and voting on the best 
table decoration. The decorations 
were excellent and slightly muted 
duck calls 
were heard 
throughout 
the evening, 
all in good fun. 
A slideshow 
created and 
compiled by 
Shannon 

Westveer was showing on a loop 
on the screen so we could all 
review the year and see each 
other in action.  

After dinner, Terri Hurley spoke 
about her term as president 
coming to an end and the 
accomplishments of 
the Coastal Prairie 
Chapter. She 
recognized the work 
that had gone, not only 
into the evening but 
specifically, this year 
and during her term as 
president. Although she 
stated she is ready for a 
rest, she readily admitted it is 
the combined work and 
leadership of lots of members 
such as the Board of Directors 
and other various teams that 
allow the chapter to prosper. As 
of that morning, the amount of 
VSP hours was 23,558, AT hours 
were 3,976. The membership is 

228 and the 
accomplishments of 
the chapter are 
amazing and 
indicative of the spirit, 
camaraderie, and 
dedication of this 

chapter’s members.  

In appreciation of her service, 
Terri was given a beautiful hand 
painted garden post to add to her 

back yard by the other 2023 
officers Susan Walther, Joyce 
Tipton, and Pam Jones.   

The training team, 
mentors, and the 
Fall 2023 class were 
recognized with 
thirteen members 
obtaining initial 
certification and five 
being recertified. 
Trainers and good 
programs that 

include mentors are what makes 
that kind of progress possible.  

Additionally, 113 members also 
recertified for 2023. Special 
recognition went to milestone 
achievers who collectively 
volunteered for 20,500 hours.   

 

Continued next page 
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Bert Stipelcovich presided 
over the election process 
and installation of the new 
officers: Susan Walther as 
President, Joyce Tipton as 
Vice-President, Kerry 
Padilla as Secretary and 
Carrie Dolezal as Treasurer.  

The evening closed out 
with several amazing, 
framed photographs as 
door prizes and overall, it 
was a successful and truly 
enjoyable evening. 

I offer a special thank you 
to those who volunteered 
to set up, decorate, cook, 
and prepare food and clean 
up. I do not know 
everyone’s name and the 
list is probably too long to 
type but those efforts are 
not unnoticed and are 
greatly appreciated.  

We have next year and an 
anniversary to celebrate! 
Until then, be safe, Happy 
Holidays and remember, 
“Flow with Nature”. 

 Food and Friends, an Awesome End to 2023 
 By Jo Cain, TMNCPC Class of Fall 2023 

 

Photo credits: Greg Hurley and Stan Poscovsky  

 

Cont’d from previous page 
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Seabourne Creek Nature Park 
By Randolph Watson, SCNP Co-Director 

 

Continued, next Page  

 Happy New Year! We had a terrific year in 2023, and I 
look forward to an even bigger year in 2024. In this 
article, I write about our plans at the SCNP for the 
upcoming year. Before doing so, I provide some 
context by reviewing the Chapter’s mission in the park. 

The 20-Year Vision Plan 

We are entering the fifteenth year of our 20-year plan 
for the Seabourne Creek Nature Park (SCNP). SCNP is a 
part of the larger Seabourne Creek Park, a 368-acre 
municipal park acquired by the City of Rosenberg in 
1993. During the first 15 years of the Seabourne Creek 
Park’s existence, the City made a few improvements. 
For the most part, though, the park was underused. 

Shortly after forming the Coastal Prairie Chapter in 
2005, chapter leaders recognized the park's potential. 
They saw several native habitats languishing through 
neglect and mismanagement. They foresaw that 
properly restored wetlands, prairie, and woods would 
attract native wildlife. In turn, thriving habitats would 
bring area residents and guests to the park and 
provide opportunities to observe, experience, and 
learn first-hand about our regional ecosystem.  

Karl Baumgartner, chapter president at the time, 
worked with city leaders on a plan for developing a 
portion of the park into a natural area where visitors 
could play, relax, and immerse themselves in nature.  

Together, they came up with the 20-Year Vision Plan 

based on three simple, high-level 
goals: 

1. Create a space for visitors to enjoy spending 
time outdoors; 

2. Educate adults and children about the natural 
world around us; and 

3. Provide opportunities for birding and wildlife 
viewing. 

The finalized agreement defined a 164-acre area of 
the park to be designated as Seabourne Creek 
Nature Park. The City's Parks and Recreation 
Department. has overall responsibility for the park, 
and TMNCPC serves as an advisor and independent 
contractor in the planning, development, and 
management of the area. The City and TMNCPC 
work together to make SCNP a valued community 
asset. 

The original map of SCNP in the 20-Year Plan 

Chapter leaders surveying the new wetlands pond - with Linda 

Rippert, Karl Baumgartner, and Susie Doe 

 

To help TMNCPC with its efforts in the park, the 
Rosenberg Development Corporation (RDC) 
makes $50,000 of grant funding available annu-
ally. The RDC is a Type-B economic development 
corporation created by local election for the 
purpose of helping fund projects that create 
jobs or improve the quality of life in Rosenberg. 

Each year, TMNCPC leadership applies for the 
RDC grant by submitting a plan of activities   
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Seabourne Creek Nature Park 
By Randolph Watson, SCNP Co-Director 

 

and projects for the upcoming 
year. As part of each plan, 
leadership includes one “keynote” 
project that the RDC can 
showcase and demonstrate the 
park’s value to the community. 

The Year Ahead 

Our 2024 keynote project for the 
RDC will focus on the Wetlands 
Pond: (1) construction of a new 
dock on the west side of 
the pond extending out 
from the Wetlands 
Walkway and (2) 
installation of new signs 
with educational 
information about 
wetlands and wetland 
bird identification. Our 
efforts will complement 
a concurrent project by 
the City to update and 
improve the existing 
Wetlands Walkway. Together, 
these projects will attract visitors 
to the pond where they can learn 
why wetlands are so important to 
heathy ecosystems.  

Beyond our keynote project, we 
will continue maintaining the 
park’s native habitats and 
providing education through 
different channels. Various SCNP 
teams have also identified special 
tasks that they will undertake in 
2024.  

Jerry Trenta will work with team 
leads in several of the habitats to                                     
install new and updated signage. 

The Outreach team has planned 
a full year of monthly experience 
events centered around plants, 
insects, and birds. The team has 
scheduled a Nature Day for April 
6th that will feature the park’s 
Bird Sanctuary. More information 
about the team’s plans can be 
found on page 7. The SCNP 
birding team looks to improve 
access to the bird blind by 
clearing the pathway, making it a 

bit smoother, and installing 
signage. They will also remedy 
damage done by wild hogs in 
past years by cleaning up and 
repairing the bird blind pool itself 
and replacing trees and plants.  

The Native Plants Garden team 
will work on expansion of the 
Houston Wilderness Area by 
creating new pathways and 
adding pollinator-friendly plants. 

The team is also considering 
possible new features in the 
garden that will attract families 
to the area. Terri Hurley, Shree 
Nath, Wanda Roof, and Fran 

Wilcox will be working closely 
with Lynn Trenta to coordinate 
activities in the Garden. 

Our Butterfly Garden team will 
embellish the Linda Rippert 
Education Station by sealing and 
decorating the box. The team will 
hold a book drive to collect books 
that can be shared in the 
Education Station. 

In the Arboretum, Kevin Peters is 
taking the lead in looking after the 
trees that have been planted in 
the last few years. He sees many 
opportunities to help these trees. 
We will also plant some more 
trees this year. 

The Prairie Restoration team 
remains focused on getting the 
invasive plant populations under 
control and helping our native 
grasses and forbs re-establish 
themselves. We have made some 
progress in the last few years, but 
there is still much to be done. The 
Patio-to-Prairie initiative that 
many members are participating 
in should yield many new plants 
for us to use. 

The 2023 Spring and Fall classes 
will complete their group project: 
creation of a new Native Grasses 
Garden located near the Butterfly 
Garden and the Arboretum. 

In conclusion, I look forward to a 
tremendous 2024 at SCNP. Your 
creativity, passion, and hard work 
have made a huge difference in 
the park. Thank you. 

Proposed location for the new wetlands pond dock 
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 Helping Squirrels Return to the Wild  
By Bert and Jean Stipelcovich  

Squirrels! We’ve always loved 
them and wanted to help them. 
And so, in the fall of 2019, Bert 
began feeding baby squirrels at 
the Wildlife Center of Texas (WCT) 
in Houston. Unfortunately, with 
our move to Weimar in early 
2020, he had to stop what was 
one of the most rewarding things 
he had ever done. 

Living on 40 acres of post oak 
savannah dominated by post oaks 
and live oaks — surrounded by 
5,500 acres under wildlife 
management — the idea of being 
a release area for rehabbed 
animals seemed inevitable. So, we 
contacted chapter member Mary 
Warwick, who is also the Wildlife 
Director at Houston 
Humane Society 
Wildlife Center 
(previously TWRC 
Wildlife Center). 
Mary said there was 
an ongoing Eagle 
Scout project to 
build a release cage, 
and she put us in 
contact with the 
scout liaison Greg 
Hurley. Several 
weeks later, we 
were ready for our 
first batch of 
rehabbed squirrels.  

And so, on November 2nd, Mary 
along with Greg Hall, delivered 
our first group of six squirrels. Our 
job is to ensure they remain safe, 

have plenty of food and fresh 
water, and release them when 
they are ready. We update the 
patient records in Wildlife 
Rehabilitation MD (WRMD), a 
nonprofit program serving over 
1,400 wildlife rehabilitation 
organizations across 33 countries.  

And we can always call Mary or 
her staff if we need advice. Since 
then, we have successfully 
completed three soft releases, 
returning a total of nineteen 
squirrels back to the wild. We 
released our last batch of seven 
on December 23rd. And we 
probably won’t receive additional 
squirrels until March of next year. 

One of our favorite 
quotes is, “Do 
what you can, with 
what you've got, 
where you are.” 
You can help 
wildlife wherever 
you are. If you 
would like more 
information about 
how to help, 
contact the 
Houston Humane 
Society Wildlife 

Center by phone 
at (713) 468-8972 

or 
wildlifeinfo@houstonhumane.org. 

And, most importantly, have fun! 

 

Eagle Scout candidates, Jean, and Bert 

Greg Hall and Mary Warwick 

Somebody didn't get the memo not to 
interact with humans  

Save Wildlife with Houston Humane 
Society Wildlife Center 
(houstonhumanewildlife.org)  

https://wildlifecenteroftexas.org/
https://www.houstonhumane.org/about-us/leadership_team/mary-s-bio
https://www.houstonhumane.org/about-us/leadership_team/mary-s-bio
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
https://www.wrmd.org/
https://www.wrmd.org/
mailto:wildlifeinfo@houstonhumane.org
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
https://www.houstonhumanewildlife.org/
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TEXAS MASTER NATURALISTTM 
COASTAL PRAIRIE CHAPTER  

1402 Band Road 
Fort Bend AgriLife Extension Office 

Rosenberg, TX  77471-8678 

Phone: (832) 225-6936 

Visit Us On-line: www.CoastalPrairie.org 
Email: Info@CoastalPrairie.org 

Elected Officers 

President                  Susan Walther  
Vice President             Joyce Tipton  
Secretary                      Kerry Padilla  
Treasurer                   Carrie Dolezal 

Board of Directors 

Past-President              Terri Hurley 
Membership  Jan and Kevin Kolk 
Programs Jan Peterson 
Communications               Tom Zaal  
Volunteers Jan Poscovsky 
Adv. Training    Lisa Sanders 
New Class Spring Lauren DeShazo 
New Class Rep. Wanda Roof 
Info. Tech. Bert Stipelcovich 
State Rep Hoiman Low 
Seabourne Creek Jerry Trenta and 
 Randolph Watson 

 
TPWD / AgriLife  
Chapter Advisors 

Prgm. Coordinator Brandy Rader 

Fort Bend Ag Agent  John Few 
 

FACEBOOK—Like us! 

Follow us for timely and seasonally relevant content. Learn 

about Coastal Prairie and engage with your volunteer 

organization. https://www.facebook.com/TXMNCoastal/ 

MEMBERS ONLY  To join the private Facebook Group, send a 

request and wait for TMNCPC Admin to respond.  

YouTube 

Be sure to follow YOUTUBE @TMNCoastalPrairie  

  

https://txmn.org/coastal/
mailto:info@coastalprairie.org
mailto:Susan@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Terri@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Joyce@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Kerry@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:carrie@coastalprairie.org
mailto:terri@coastalprairie.org
mailto:Jan@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Kevin@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Jan.Peterson@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:tom@coastalprairie.org
mailto:jan.poscovsky@coastalprairie.org
mailto:lisa@coastalprairie.org
mailto:Lauren@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Bert@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:Hoiman@CoastalPrairie.org
mailto:brandy.rader@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:john.few@ag.tamu.edu
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/TXMNCoastal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1882734648662315
https://www.youtube.com/@TMNCoastalPrairie

