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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello Everyone!

By now you have received the email from Michelle that registration for the annual meeting is now available online at http://www.regonline.com/TMN_13th_annual_meeting.  The email also stated:  One of the frequently asked questions often received in regards to the Annual Meeting includes:  "May my spouse/significant other/friend/etc. register to attend the meeting?"    And the answer is yes, of course!  Official membership as a TMN volunteer is not required for this meeting… and oftentimes when non-members attend, they quickly become members as soon as they can complete local chapter training!   So this maybe of interest to members who would not consider going without their significant other.

There will be a meeting at the state park at 9am Wednesday (15th) at the rec center to work on the trail guide. 

I am supposed to be at a meeting Wednesday afternoon to speak with Gary about educational programs for kids.  Hopefully that will open up some volunteer opportunities for members later on this fall.

At Tuesday night’s meeting I’ll make a presentation on seed collection from native plants.  It is a good introduction for those who may want to volunteer to help with seed collecting and restoration work on the refuge with Laura Speight.   I also went to the Big Thicket area and spent about 2 days there photographing the Chapman's Orchid, so have some of those pictures to show, and we can talk about some of the differences between those "orange" orchids.  The Platanthera ciliaris (Yellow Fringed Orchid) is blooming now in Marion County, but I may not make it to Atlanta tomorrow to see those.  If anyone in our chapter has healthy bottomland areas that are boggy and have received adequate rainfall, they need to go explore them.  Many populations that have not bloomed previously are blooming this year.

At Tuesday night’s meeting we need to discuss that I will be stepping out of the scene by mid September.  The volunteer hour information will be organized and hopefully clear to who ever takes that position over.  The third quarter totals are due to the state by October 12th.  I thought I'd be able to finish out the year, but the ball is going, and Ted starts his job in Tennessee on September 24th, and I'll be making trips back and forth before then.

Don't forget the Association of Fish and Wildlife webinars at http://jjcdev.com/~fishwild/?section=ce-strategy-webinars for a simple solution to a few advanced training hours.  They have some good ones coming up:

August 22 Outdoor Skills Education in Schools
This webinar is designed to acquaint you with the resources developed by a team of state fish and wildlife educators, teachers, school administrators and non government education professionals that will help you develop or enhance your outdoor skills programs as part of the overall Association of Fish and Wildlife Agency’s Conservation Education Strategy.

November 28 Connecting Kids with Nature

CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES

July 17, 2012

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Rosanna Salmon at 6:30 pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Fifteen members were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes:  Minutes from the previous meeting were read, approved and accepted with a motion from Linda and seconded by Phyllis.

Treasurer’s Report:  Karen Morris gave the financial report.  There is $1, 091.52 in the bank.  Discussion was held to change the type of account from the “Primevest” to a regular checking account.  Betty suggested that since it is so late in the year that the chapter waits until the new officers are elected and then change.  Members agreed.

General Items Discussed:  

1. The state wide meeting will be October 26-October 28, 2012 at Camp Allen in Navasota County, TX which is close to College Station.  Betty asked that we all watch for registration information from Michele.

2. “Project Learning Tree” is a program put out by the US Forrest Service.  Betty and ViAnn are interested in having a facilitator training for this program bought to our area.  They will inquire about this and let us know.

3. The Camp Fern programs were a success.  The staff at the camp was very grateful for the time we spent with the campers.  Next year there may be even more volunteer opportunities.

4. The Red River Refuge is sponsoring a workshop “Private Eye” to encourage young people to become more aware of their natural surroundings.  Rosanna pointed out that the RRR could be a source for advanced training for members of CBMN.
5. Betty reported that 4 of our new members and 1 other teacher became certified instructors of “Growing-Up-Wild” June 19, 2012.

6. There were a total of 523.25 volunteer hours and 108.5 advanced hours submitted by Rosanna to the TMN office for the CBMN January-June, 2012.

7. The signage for the Caddo State Park Nature Trail is about finished.  A new brochure is being created to include the new information on the nature trail.  Ted is responsible for having the cypress posts made for the trail.  Thank you, Ted

8. The Emerald Ash Bore traps have been re-baited.  Vanessa reported that she did see “suspicious” insects on the traps at the 805 location.

9. Rosanna announced that a new movie “Flight of Butterflies” will be out in September.  A glimpse of the movie can be seen now on YouTube.  The Monarch Butterfly will be featured.

Prior to the business meeting Tom Walker surprised the group with a new DVD “Bombs to Birds”, a documentary about the formation of the Caddo Lake Wildlife Refuge.  Interesting facts about the roles of the US army and the local citizens were presented.  Even some of our own members were featured.

With no other business to discuss, the meeting be adjourned.  The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, August 21, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Simmons, Secretary
13th Annual Statewide Meeting & Advanced Training
October 26-28th, 2012
Camp Allen, Navasota, Texas
Register On Line: http://www.regonline.com/TMN_13th_annual_meeting
Tentative Agenda

 Friday, October 26, 2012 
Lunch on your own prior to arrival 
1:00 Arrival & Meeting Check-in begins (Camp Allen Lobby) (Accommodations guaranteed ready for check in at 4:00 PM) 1:00 – 5:00 Set-up of chapter project fair displays, scrapbooks, newsletters, chapter brochure, photo and art contest entries, and submission of silent auction donations 2:00 – 6:00 Master Naturalist Store open 2:00 – 4:30 

Concurrent 2+Hour Advanced Training Sessions 2:00 – 4:00/4:30 
Texas Stream Team Quality Assurance/Refresher Training 

Bumblebees of Texas: Species Diversity, Sampling and Identification 

Texas Nature Trackers Partners Meeting: A Gathering of TNT Partners for Updates and Sharing 

The Nature of Naming 

Water for Wildlife: TPWD Resources for Educating Others 

There’s an APP for That! Smart Phone Apps for the Naturalist 

Six Hands-on Youth Naturalist Activities 

 Concurrent 1-Hour AT Sessions Group A (Early Afternoon) 
2:00 to 3:00 
Estuaries 101! 

Key Conservation Messages—from Huh? To Ah ha! (repeats at 3:30) 

TMN’s role in Bald Eagle & Colonial Waterbird Nesting Surveys at Inland Sites 

Early Detection and Rapid Response: The TMN Hunt for Invasive Bark Beetles (repeats at 3:30) 

Intro to the Texas Conservation Action Plan (repeats at 3:30) 

Bird Blinds: Design and Management Considerations for your TMN project 

Techniques for Teaching Leave No Trace Principles to Urban & Suburban Audiences 

Concurrent 1-Hour AT Sessions Group B (Late Afternoon) 
3:30 to 4:30 
The Importance & Practical Application of Social Media in Resource Management Outreach 

Key Conservation Messages - from Huh? To Ah ha! (repeated from 2:00 session)

· TMN’s Role in Texas Breeding Bird Surveys and Christmas Bird Counts 

· Teamwork in the Muck: Wetland Restoration at Sheldon Lake State Park 

· Intro to the Texas Conservation Action Plan (repeated from 2:00 session) 

· Leopold’s Land Ethic as an Urban Ethic: How Walkability Saves Ducks and Freshwater Inflows 

·  Early Detection and Rapid Response: The TMN Hunt for Invasive Bark Beetles (repeated from 2:00 session) 

4:30 – 5:00 All overnight accommodations guaranteed available for check-in by this time. Final set up for silent auction, social, chapter project fair displays, photo, art, scrapbook, newsletter, and chapter brochure contest entries (all in place by 5:00 PM) 

5:00 - 6:00 Welcome and Keynote Presentation: (All Saints Chapel) 
Texas Conservation Issues—What does the Future Hold? John Davis, Wildlife Diversity Program Leader, TPWD 

6:00- 7:00 SUPPER Photo, art, scrapbook, newsletter & Chapter brochure contests voting opens. Silent Auction bidding opens.  Please Note: Ballots for the popular vote contests are in your registration welcome packs received at conference check-in.
7:30 – 8:30 Concurrent Roundtable Discussions(RT), AT Short Sessions(AT) and TMN Project Presentations (PP) RT: Leading your Texas Master Naturalist Chapter Led by the Blackland Prairie Chapter RT: Your Feedback on What the Future Holds for Texas Conservation Issues and Grassroots Aspirations (led by J. Davis and R. Heilbrun) AT: Intro to Bio Blitz’s (This session continues with the start of a 24-Hour Bio Blitz after the intro) AT: Intro to Statewide Opportunities for Citizen Science in Association with the S.M. Tracy Herbarium at Texas A&M University. AT: Night Hikes 101: Planning & Conducting Night Hikes Training Session (led by the Indian Trail and North Texas Chapters) PP : Master Naturalist Volunteer Project Presentations (7:30-7:50) Developing a Positive Project Partnership with a City: Hays Co. Chapter Charro Ranch Park Example 

(7:50-8:10) The North Texas Chapter’s Master Naturalist Specialist Series 

(8:10-8:30) The North Texas Chapter’s Experience with Using Your Chapter Newsletter for Publicity 

(8:30-8:50) The Capital Area Chapter’s “No Project” Project 

AT: Native Bee Management Practices RT: Fueling the Texas Children in Nature Movement in Your Chapter (led by the Gideon Lincecum Chapter) AT: Host a State of Water Video Screening in your Community AT: The Language of Botany AT: Interpreting from a Trunk: How to and What to Include

7:30 - 9:00 Master Naturalist Store, Silent Auction bidding, & popular vote contests voting all open.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2012 

7:30 – 8:30 BREAKFAST 
Bio Blitz team surveys ongoing (See instructors and team leads for survey times throughout the day)

7:30 – 8:45 Commuter Arrival & Check-in open (Lobby) 8:30 Volunteer orientation for Saturday volunteers assisting with the conference (Lobby)

9:00 – 12:00 Concurrent AT Sessions Start and/or Continue 
Putting the Pieces back together: Prairie Wetland Restoration at Sheldon Lake State Park (ALL DAY-continues in PM) 

Texas Stream Team Certified Water Quality Monitor Training (ALL DAY--continues in PM) 

Tracking Hummingbirds Across TX: Hummingbird Round Up Tools & Resources 

The World of the Monarch Butterfly (repeats in PM) 

Training Citizen Scientists to Detect & Monitor Invasive Species (repeats in PM) 

Naturalists in the Classroom 

Intro to Grasses, Sedges, and Rushes of Texas (Part I) 

Bryophytes: the Forest beneath Your Feet. (Part I) 

Amphibians and Reptiles (repeats in PM) 

Feral Hogs: Friend, Foe or “The Ultimate Survivor”? 

Wildlife Tracking Training 

Ecology of Healthy Forests & Woodlands (repeats in PM) 

It Ain’t Easy Being Green – Texas Conservation Issues (repeats in PM) 

Bio Blitz Team Surveys Ongoing 
12:00 - 1:00 LUNCH 

1:00 - 4:00/5:00 Half Day AT Sessions Start or Repeat, All Day & Extended AT Continues 
OFF SITE: Putting the Pieces Back Together: Prairie Wetland Restoration at Sheldon Lake SP (ALL DAY-Continued) 

Texas Stream Team Certified Water Quality Monitor Training ( ALL DAY continued) 

Ark Building for Ash Trees 

Coastal Ecology 

Intro to Grasses. Sedges, and Rushes of Texas (Part II) 

Bryophytes: The Forest beneath Your Feet. (Part II) 

Working in Groups, Facilitating Meetings, and Introduction to Boards 

The World of the Monarch Butterfly (repeated from AM session) 

Training Citizen Scientists to Detect & Monitor Invasive Species (repeated from AM session) 

Amphibians & Reptiles (repeated from AM session) 

Judging the perceptions of Migratory Egrets: Can’t We All Just Get Along? 

Bird Feather ID 

Ecology of Healthy Forest & Woodlands (repeated from AM session) 

It Ain’t Easy Being Green – Texas Conservation Issues (repeated from AM session) 

What’s New in Texas Wildscapes

4:00 – 5:00 AT sessions wrap up. Arrive back, check/refresh Project Fair displays, Master Naturalist store open. Master Naturalist photo slide show presentation. 

5:00 – 6:00 TMN Social and ‘Family Reunion’, Project Fair judging, chapter representative(s) man their project fair display for questions, Annual Slide Show and Silent Auction bidding and popular vote contests voting all open. Please Note: Ballots for the popular vote contests are in your registration welcome packs received at conference check-in.

6:00 – 7:00 SUPPER (King Dining Hall) 

7:30 – 9:00 Chapter Anniversary Celebrations, Volunteer Awards Ceremony (All Saints Chapel) Silent Auction bidding & TMN Store (open after awards ceremony) 

9:00 All bidding closes for Silent Auction, all popular vote contests voting closes 

9:00 – 9:30 Winning bidders begin settling their bids 

9:30 – ? Campfire sponsored by a TMN Chapter

Sunday, October 28, 2012 

7:00 AM Optional Birding or Devotional/Reflection Time on your own; groups can self meet at All Saints Chapel entry. 

7:30 – 9:00 President’s Breakfast (Ticket included with your nametag if you indicated you would be attending when registering on-line) 

7:30 – 8:30 BREAKFAST 

8:00 – 8:45 Remaining winning Silent Auction bidders can settle up their bid payments (See Cross Timbers Chapter reps), pack up and check out of rooms (turn room keys in at front desk)

9:00 – 11:00 Concurrent 2-Hour Advanced Training Sessions 
Winter Whooper Watch—A NEW Citizen Science Opportunity in Texas 

How to Be Firewise: Firewise Risk & Assessment 

Using Photography as a TMN Tool 

Save the Night! Mitigating Ecological Consequences of Artificial Light at Night on Flora & Fauna 

RT & AT: From Interested Citizen to Successful Master Naturalist 

Junior Master Naturalist Working Group: Including: 

• Jr MN Roundtable Discussion and Planning 

• Developing & Planning a Youth Education Committee: A Good Water Chapter Case Study 

• El Camino Real Chapter’s Jr. MN Project: Nature Observation

 9:00 – 10:00 Concurrent 1-Hour Advanced Training Sessions 
Interpreting from a Trunk: How to and What to include? 

Malacology 101: Hard Talk on a Soft Topic 

The Top 10 Texas Families 

What is L.A.N.D.S. and How Do I Get Involved? 

Water and the Changing Texas Landscape (repeats at 10:30) 

The Digital Naturalist (repeats at 10:30) 

Sea Turtles, Master Naturalists and More! 

10:00 – 10:30 BREAK 

10:30 – 11:30 Concurrent 1-Hour Advanced Training Sessions 
The Digital Naturalist (repeated from 9:00 session) 

TX Wildlife & Education Permits, Laws, Regs and Ethics EVERY TMN Should Know! 

Water & the Changing TX Landscape (repeated from 9:00 session) 

DINO-Dinosaur Interpretation for Natural Outreach 

Cephalopods and More! 

How Pre-Schoolers Think and Learn 

What’s in a Name? 

11:45 – 12:30 Annual Meeting Contest Awards, Special Presentations, and Conference Closing (All Saints Chapel )
12:30 – 1:30 LUNCH Final chance to settle your winning silent auction bid Last chance to make purchases at the Master Naturalist Store 

1:30 Post Conference Advanced Training Introduction and Tour of the S.M. Tracy Herbarium at Texas A&M University in College Station. Led by Dale Kruse and Stephen Hatch. This tour is scheduled to take 1 hour upon arrival at the Herbarium. (Meet in the lobby for map and driving directions)

1:30 Happy Trails Home!


Calendar OF EVENTS

August 21:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 6:30 p.m. City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose      Center, 305 East Austin St.      


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JULY MEETING





Tuesday August 21 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Presentation:  Collecting Seeds from Native Plants





SEE YOU THERE!
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the September newsletter is September 11.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.




















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








