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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello Everyone!

· If at all possible you don’t want to miss this month’s meeting and program.  Tom Walker will be showing us the DVD of the documentary about the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

· Two volunteer opportunities are on the calendar for tomorrow, Wednesday, July 11. 

· Becky has organized the session at Camp Fern.  If you plan to assist her and haven’t already done so please email her so she can give you the details.  You’re to meet her there at 9:00 a.m.

· Carl notified us that all of the wooden numbered markers were put in place along the nature trail at Caddo Lake State Park.  He has requested volunteers to meet him at 9:00 a.m. at the park pavilion to work on the trail guide.

· There are three up-coming events that can count as advanced training for those who choose to attend.  Two events are scheduled to be held at the Red River National Wildlife Refuge in Bossier Parish.  Although it is in the state of Louisiana (and takes about 45 minutes to get there from where I live) you can still get advanced training hours for both educational programs.  If you have not been to the new visitors center at the refuge, you need to go.  It is really nice.  I have the details below, and you must register in advance. The registration form is attached to this email.

Project Learning Tree Workshop
Tuesday, July 17, 2012, 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Project Learning Tree is an award-winning, multidisciplinary environmental education program for students in Pre K - Grade 12. PLT uses the forest ecosystem to teach about ecology, including plant identification, food chain and food web, decomposition, and photosynthesis, and natural resource issues, such as water and soil quality, wildlife management, and climate changes. PLT helps students learn how to think, not what to think, about the environment.

The Private Eye Workshop
Thursday, July 19, 2012, 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

The Private Eye is a nationally-acclaimed, hands-on learning process that "rivets the eye and rockets the mind." It uses a jeweler's loupe to magnify objects and asks a set of questions to get students to think by analogy and inquiry. The Private Eye process mirrors the scientific method. Learners draw and write creatively based on observations. The Private Eye increases students' observation skills, data collection abilities, journaling and creative writing skills, and theorizing and hypothesizing skills. The Private Eye is appropriate for all grade levels through college and is perfect for gifted classes and home-schooled students.

Who should attend:  Formal and informal educators, including volunteers who plan to lead or assist with environmental education programs at the Red River NWR, are encouraged to attend. Continuing Learning Units (CLU's) may be available.
What to bring: A bag lunch. Beverages and snacks will be provided.
Place:  The workshops will be held in the Environmental Education Center at the Red River National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, 150 Eagle Bend Point/555 Sunflower Road (at the end of Sunflower Road), Bossier City, LA 71112.
The following information is from Jackie Poole Botanist, Wildlife Diversity Program, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

Neches River rose mallow (Hibiscus dasycalyx) is a candidate for federal listing. It occurs in sloughs, oxbows, and on terraces and sandbars in intermittent or perennial wetlands in Cherokee, Harrison, Houston, and Trinity counties. It is often confused with the more common halberd-leaved rose mallow (Hibiscus laevis) that ranges in Texas from the central part of the state to the north and east. The goal of the one-day workshop is for participants to be able to easily distinguish Neches River rose mallow and its habitat.

Two workshops on the identification of Neches River rose mallow and its habitat are scheduled for August 15 & 16, and are limited to 30 participants each day. The workshop starts at 8 am in Nacogdoches at the U.S. Forest Service office on the Stephen F. Austin State University campus. Here's a draft schedule.

8 - 9 am - Brief presentation and discussion about Neches River rose mallow, its habitat, threats, etc.

9 -10 am - Drive to Mud Creek and Hwy 204 west of the intersection of Hwys 204 & 110 near Ponta.

10-11 am - Observe Neches River rose mallow on TxDOT right-of-way as well as halberd-leaved rose mallow, crimson-eyed rose mallow (Hibiscus moscheutos), and possible hybrids.

11-1 pm - Drive to Texas Land Conservancy's Hibiscus Preserve outside of Lovelady on FM 230. Eat lunch somewhere in route (anyone know of a good place or should we bring our lunch?)

1 - 2 pm - Observe Neches River rose mallow and its habitat on the preserve and discuss management options.

2 - 3 pm - Drive to Hwy 94 just west of the Neches River, near Boggy Slough.

3 - 4 pm - Observe Neches River rose mallow on highway right-of-way (this is still tentative as Hwy 94 has construction)

4 - 5 pm - Back to Nacogdoches or home

To attend one of the workshops, just send me an email and I'll sign you up. I encourage carpooling as much as possible as there is not much parking, especially at the first two sites. However, we can park more vehicles nearby (the highway intersection near Ponta and around Lovelady) and carpool/shuttle to the sites. A week before the workshops I will send out a final schedule, a map of our route and our meeting place at SFASU.

Don't forget the webinars at http://jjcdev.com/~fishwild/?section=ce-strategy-webinars for a simple solution to a few advanced training hours.  They have some good ones coming up:

07/25  Outdoor Investigations

08/22  Outdoor Skills Education in Schools

11/28  Connecting Kids with Nature



Calendar OF EVENTS

 July 17:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 6:30 p.m. City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center

                 305 East Austin St.

POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.
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Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JULY MEETING





Tuesday, July 17 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





“Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge Documentary”





SEE YOU THERE!
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the August newsletter is 


August 14.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.




















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








