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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 13:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting

July 13, 20, 27:  Nature Club at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge 

October 22-24:  11th Annual State Texas Master Naturalist Conference in New Braunfels.
POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT


by Ted Barrow





Howdy,��Hope everyone had a great 4th. As you can see, from Betty's article, the Nature Club at the Refuge is going well. If you get a chance to volunteer for one, I encourage you to do so it's very good and informative for the kids.��I've been building the raised beds for the Karnack school in my shop and will have them ready to install next week. Anyone that has the time to spare and can help would be welcomed. I'm planning on installing them as early in the day as possible so we beat the heat. I'll send out dates and times when I have everything complete and ready.��Don't forget to turn in volunteer hours!!��See you Tuesday night.�





� �





CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JULY MEETING





Tuesday, July 13 at 6:30 p.m.


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St. 





PROGRAM:  Presentation of a DVD recording of a great speaker at last year’s state conference.  You’ll be inspired.


Don’t miss it!








 














FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our web site (to be announced soon) and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Monthly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to the membership chairperson upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the August newsletter is August 2.   You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES








On-going:  Healthy Habitats at Caddo Lake grant in Karnack.  Volunteer opportunities will be announced.





July 13, 20, and 27:  Nature Club with Karnack ISD students ages 3-7 at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.





August 3:  Nature Club with Karnack ISD students ages 3-7 at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.




















WEBSITE UNDERGOING CHANGES





The state is changing our Website address.  Brock and Pat are awaiting instructions as to the new address and other changes.  We’ll contact you when it’s up and running.





In the meantime you can access our chapter Website by going to the state’s new Website � HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org" ��http://txmn.org� and click on Find a Chapter at the top of the page.  Then click on Cypress Basin.








SECOND GROWING UP WILD TRAINING COMPLETED 





Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter hosted a second Growing Up WILD training that was conducted on 


June 8 at Collins Academy with 12 participants.  Seven Cypress Basin members were in this training session.  Facilitators for the Growing Up WILD session were Betty Morgan and ViAnn Sawyer who became facilitators for the program after completing a one-day intensive training in Dallas last fall.





The participants were engaged in many activities during the training session and left with a great curriculum guide filled with activities for students ages 3-7.  Evaluations at the end of the training revealed that the participants enjoyed the training and will definitely use the curriculum with young children.





We’d like to thank Gary Endsley for allowing us the use of great classroom space at Collins Academy.  











Anyone who missed out on the training and is interested in attending one in the future should contact Betty Morgan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� and ask to be added to a list for the next session that will be announced as soon as there are 10 people on the list.

















VOLUNTEERS ENGAGE KIDS IN NATURE CLUB





Several Cypress Basin Chapter members are spending Tuesday mornings at the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge engaging Karnack students ages 4-8 in a Nature Club.  Two sessions have been completed with the themes of What’s Wild and Who Lives in a Tree?  Future themes include Ants on Parade, Bird Beak Buffet, Backbone Bonanza, and We’re All in This Together: The Food Chain.  Club dates are July 13, 20, and 27 and August 3.





These events are part of the Healthy Habitats grant involving the Today Foundation, TPWD, and Karnack ISD.  Our volunteer hours are a vital part of this grant.  We are proud to be a part of this endeavor to make a difference in the lives of these students by placing them in a role of learning about and caring for nature.





If you’d like to volunteer to help with the Nature Club you can contact Ted Barrow, Rosanna Salmon, or Betty Morgan for more information.








SUBMIT VOLUNTEER REPORTS NOW








Rosanna has another report due to the state next week.  She must have your Volunteer Report that includes your volunteer hours through the end of June 2010.  Please send that to her immediately so our chapter’s report will be an accurate picture of all the work that each member is contributing.








REMINDER:  You are responsible for reporting your volunteer hours and advanced training hours to Rosanna.  Periodically she has to make reports to the state and also she doesn’t know to order certification completion pins and merit pins unless she has each member’s report.








VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATE IN TPWD EVENT


Texas Parks and Wildlife brought their Life’s Better Outside Expo to Longview’s AlleyFest June 4-6.  From comments made by parents escorting their children through the Expo the event was a great success despite the intense heat.  Several Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter members volunteered assistance to TPWD staff.  Those included Matt and Beth Honea, Pat and ViAnn Sawyer, Sandra Hooker, Nadine Pope, Ted Barrow, and Betty Morgan.  As always when we volunteer to work with TPWD staff we learn so much from them.


The activities and a brief descriptor follow.


Fishing FUNdamentals — Explore and learn the basics of fishing. Kids had a chance to fish themselves. 


Archery — Learn how to shoot a bow an arrow with a hands-on activity patterned after the National Archery in the Schools Program 


Backyard Bass — Perfect your casting skills on land before you hit the water by learning how to cast and catching plastic fish. 


Buffalo Soldiers — Step back in time to a Buffalo Soldiers encampment, where living history re-enactors portray African-American federal troops who helped tame the Texas frontier in the 1800s. 


Texas Outdoor Family Camping Display — Learn about the Texas Outdoor Family program, which hosts weekend overnight workshops where families learn to pitch tents, cook over a campfire, and otherwise get back to nature. 


Texas Wildlife Association — Take the Wildlife Challenge and try your hand at Laser Shot, a virtual hunting game.


Game Warden Whodunnit — Texas Game Wardens will be present to talk about fishing regulations and invasive species. 


Take Me Fishing Trailer — Instructive dioramas will be display information about freshwater and saltwater fishing in Texas. 


Texas State Parks Displays — Find out more about East Texas state parks and participate in a tent race to see how quickly you can put up a tent. 


Wall of Shame – Operation Game Thief — See an educational display showing poached game and illegal methods of fishing and hunting. 


Sea Life Treasures — See, and in some cases touch, shells, bones and other artifacts from the Texas coast. 


Aim to Recycle — Play a fun shooting sport using plastic bottles and compressed air. Players are encouraged to bring their own “ammo” (empty plastic bottles). 


Wildlife CSI (Critter Scene Investigations) — Use your sleuthing skills to identify skins, skulls and various other wildlife artifacts. 


Rock Climbing — Scamper to the top of a 25-foot climbing wall.


For the past 17 years the Texas Parks and Wildlife Expo has been in Austin.  But this year the event is being held on a smaller scale at regional locations.  The purpose of the expo is to enlist families, especially children, in a love affair with nature.  We’re so pleased that TPWD chose to bring the Expo to Longview.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OFFICER POSITIONS





A nominating committee will be named soon to draw up a slate of nominees for officers for 2011.  Your input is important to this process.  If you’d like to serve on the Nominating Committee please contact Ted Barrow.  If you’d like to serve in the capacity as an officer next year please let your interest be known to Ted, Betty, Rosanna, Sue, or Vanessa.  Officer positions are:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Newsletter Editor.  A slate of nominees will be announced in early October and nominations from the floor and voting will be conducted at the October 12th meeting with installation of officers slated for November 9th.











