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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello Everyone!

I am still waiting for a confirmation on the dates of June 13th and July 11th for a Camp Fern program request.  We already have 3 volunteers who have committed to those dates, and there will be only about 12-14 campers involved, so we are covered on this opportunity, unless someone has another event that comes up.  Having another extra volunteer on standby would not hurt.  Hopefully I will hear from the camp director soon to confirm those dates and a time.

We do need to get our feet wet on the Amphibian Watch.  For those who took the training and would like to independently "adopt" a pond or site, please get going on that.  Read the materials given to you at the workshop, listen and learn the calls, and submit the data.  TPWD is depending on us as citizen scientists to give them this information!  We also need to discuss monitoring sites (or a site) as a group for those of you who would be more comfortable doing that.  We can discuss a date, a meeting time, and an appropriate place to monitor either on the refuge or on the WMA.  The areas I was planning on monitoring in my neck of the woods are dry now due to lack of rain.  Hopefully there will always be a puddle somewhere around Caddo Lake!  

A BIG THANK YOU needs to go out to the "garden fairies" who cleaned up the butterfly garden at the head start school in Jefferson.  I received a text message from Pam Watts thanking those "garden fairies" for their work.  That little school really appreciates and depends upon the effort our chapter has put into that tiny plot of land, and it does make an impact on those children who use it as a learning resource. The work you do there does NOT go unnoticed! 

Don't forget the webinars at http://jjcdev.com/~fishwild/?section=ce-strategy-webinars for a simple solution to a few advanced training hours.  They have some good ones coming up:

07/25  Outdoor Investigations

08/22  Outdoor Skills Education in Schools

11/28  Connecting Kids with Nature 

There will be volunteer opportunities at the refuge this fall (beginning in October I think) when school groups will begin to visit with an expected educational activity.  








Calendar OF EVENTS

June 9:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 4:00 p.m. Sue Simmons’s house


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JUNE MEETING





Saturday June 9 4:00 p.m.





Sue Simmons’s house





ANNUAL FAMILY SOCIAL 





SEE YOU THERE!
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the July newsletter is 


July 10.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Emerald Ash Borer Traps Set








Ted Barrow reports that the final count was 28 Emerald Ash Borer traps put in place.   We need to check and rebait the traps in a couple of weeks. Then we’ll need to check them again in August and remove them. Anyone who wants to help check and rebait the traps should talk to Ted at Saturday’s meeting or email him.  He will have the vials and information needed to do so at our meeting.  Hopefully, Vanessa will have the new baits by then.





Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











GROWING UP WILD WORKSHOP SET FOR JUNE 19





Training for the Growing Up WILD curriculum activities is scheduled for Tuesday, 


June 19 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at Collins Academy in Jefferson.  ViAnn Sawyer and Betty Morgan are facilitators for the training.





The activities in this curriculum are designed for children age 3 to grade 2.  The activities can be conducted with a class size group or with individual children.  Grandparents can enjoy using the activities with their grandchildren.  Many of the activities have been used with groups visiting the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.











CHAPTER SOCIAL JUNE 9





Approximately 30 CBMN members and their family/guests are planning to attend the annual chapter family social this Saturday June 9 at Sue Simmons’ house.  Volunteers have signed up to bring homemade ice cream, brownies, peach cobbler, tea, and chopped nuts.  Other attendees are asked to bring an item that can be served with or on top of the ice cream.


   


Each family will pay $5 to help cover the cost of the fish fry.





Karen Williams is bringing her barge and Charlene is bringing her pontoon boat so there will be room for everyone to take a cruise on Caddo Lake.  Some life jackets are available but if you have yours easily available you may want to bring it.





Everyone should plan to arrive by 4:00 p.m. so we can conduct our monthly meeting prior to “socializing”.  The weather forecast looks promising and the Simmons’ property is lovely.  See you Saturday. 





Directions to Sue’s house:





From Marshall take SH 43 N toward Karnack, past Hwy. 134.  As you proceed down the hill to Caddo Lake you will turn L. on CR 2406 (Shelly Road) toward the Public Boat Ramp.  Take an immediate R. on CR 2410 (Lori Drive) proceeding to the boat ramp.  Once you get �to the ramp, continue under the bridge to the fourth house.  Parking is limited at her house, so park in the ramp parking lot and walk to the house. If you are coming from the Waskom area, come Hwy 134 N. to SH 43, turn R on 43 and proceed as above. 





From Jefferson, take Hwy 134 S. to SH 43, turn L. and proceed as above.  Just remember, DO NOT cross the 43 bridge over the lake.  Turn just before the bridge.  





For you folks north of the lake, come South on 43 and turn Right just after you cross the bridge.  





If you get lost call Sue at 903-679-4118 or 903-742-0221. 








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








