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NOTES FROM CARL

Water Lilies


On our recent trip to France Diane and I discovered that the French love water lilies. Claude Monet painted water lilies in the late nineteenth century and the French along with tourists crowd into museums to see his paintings. One museum in Paris consists of two large oval rooms whose walls are covered by five-foot high long murals of his impression of water lilies. The lilies are very indistinct as is characteristic of impressionism but one gets a definite magical feeling being there.


Unfortunately I don’t think the French people get a chance to see real water lilies much. We did not see any lilies in Paris but discovered that thousands travel to Giverny, a small town an hours drive northwest of Paris, to see Monet’s gardens and his famous water lilies. Monet had several small ponds built there and began growing the water lilies he so adored. Monet was obviously mesmerized by water lilies.


I thought back about how the Mill Pond at Caddo State Park looks in June covered with water lilies and how out on a boat in Caddo there are endless acres of lotus, white water lilies and spatterdock. There is a magical feeling one gets looking at the water lilies of Caddo that I think may be somewhat similar to what Monet felt.


There is no place in the world like Caddo and we are so fortunate to live where we do. While in France I began to feel sorry that the French people do not get to see real water lilies very often and I felt it was a shame that Monet never got to visit Caddo.
Carl
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

MAY 20, 2014
ATTENDING:  Betty Morgan, ViAnn and Pat Sawyer, Robert Carter, Sheila Ritter, Kristi Thomas, Vicki and David Gilliland, David Skinner, Sue Simmons, Kay Watson, Kevin, Pamela Andrews, Becky Gullette and advisor Vanessa Adams, Donna Bell, Deanne Jordon, Jerry Jordon, Sandra Hooker, Floyd and Ellen Anderson, Karen Williams, and Charles Gillis.

CALL TO ORDER:  Welcome! The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by VP Betty Morgan

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINNUTES:  Approved unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Balance $4,624.42. The Earth Day Regatta raised $1701.18 after final expenses.  This is reflected in the balance, but will be kept as a fund for maintaining the Paddling Trails and as a fund for next year’s regatta. Report approved and filed 

GENERAL ITEMS:  

The trip planned for the ADA trail committee to visit a refuge in Bossier City, LA to see those completed trails has not yet occurred. ADA information is being gathered. E-mail will be sent as to the date of the trip.

Vanessa reported that all of the EAB traps are out and will need rebating in June.

Karen reported that an eight-burner gas grill has been donated for us to use.

The Master Gardeners will maintain the Head Start Butterfly garden in Jefferson for one year and then Marsha Jones will continue to maintain it.  As a chapter it was decided to relinquish this project.  Becky made a motion. A vote was taken and the motion carried.
The field day at the Tatum junior high is May 30 and the teachers have asked us to help.

There will be an archaeological dig June 9-11.  More to come on this.

Project Wild will be presented in Jefferson through the Collins Academy June 16-18. Volunteers will be needed.  Let Betty know if you can help.

Vanessa will lead a “Citizen Scientist Invasive Species” Saturday June 14.  Let her know if you want to attend.

Pat informed the members that TPWD has opened a park at Pirky Power Plant Lake near Tatum, which is open to the public.

Betty reminded that the new members as well as all current members eight hours of advanced training is required each year and members will be informed of different projects that will count toward those hours. Betty and ViAnn have enough training material to present Growing Up Wild to 11 members.  Betty will also attempt to set-up training on “Connecting People to Nature” through Collins Academy in Jefferson. This training will equip members to lead interpretive through the nature walk on the bayou in Jefferson.  She will let us know dates and times.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  VOL: 1 hr; AT: 1 hr.  The next scheduled meeting is June 17, 2014.
Respectfully Submitted

Sue Simmons for Diane Turner









Calendar OF EVENTS

June 14:  Citizen Scientist Certification at Collins Academy, Jefferson

June 17:  Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting


June 16 – 18:  Project WILD Day Camp, Jefferson

June 25:  8:00-12:00 Connecting People to Nature Workshop, Collins Academy, Jefferson

June 25:  1:30-4:30 Growing Up WILD workshop, Collins Academy, Jefferson

October 24-26:  2014 Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting at Mo Ranch in Hunt, TX

POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2014 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams - Advisor
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JUNE MEETING





Tuesday June 17


6:30 p.m. 


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Presentation: Nature of France


By Carl and Diane Turner 

















 









































 














Workshops on June 25


Volunteer Ops


Family Social in July 














DON’T MISS THE CHAPTER MEETING


JUNE 17, 2014





FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.
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WORKSHOP


Sponsored by:  Texas Parks and Wildlife


Hosted by: Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter


Facilitated by:  Betty Morgan and ViAnn Sawyer





Learn how to build on young children’s sense of wonder about nature and invite them to explore wildlife and the world around them.  





During the three-hour training workshop participants will sample activities and receive a curriculum and activity guide.  





Activities are designed for 3-8 year olds and correlated and aligned to the NAEYC standards, the Head Start Domains and the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.  





WHO:        Volunteers, teachers, and early childhood caregivers


WHERE:    Collins Academy   500 E. Broadway   Jefferson TX


WHEN:      Wednesday, June 25, 2014


TIME:         1:30-4:30 p.m.  (3 hours advanced credit)


COST:         none





The class is limited to the first 10 people who register. 


 Pre-registration is required.


The deadline for registration is June 18.  











  TO REGISTER:  email Betty Morgan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com�.





Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.








Pre-registration is required.


The deadline for registration is June 18.


There is no limit on class numbers.


Advanced Training Credit = 4 hrs.


To register for the training email Betty


bgmorgan46@yahoo.com
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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE





 


WHEN:  Wednesday, June 25, 2014


TIME:  8:00-12:00 a.m.


WHERE:  Collins Academy, Jefferson





Participate in an eye-opening guided tour of the Jefferson Nature Center Trails led by Gary Endsley





Participate in a hands-on approach of learning by using a jeweler’s eye loupe





Learn how to guide adults and children in using The Private Eye method to enjoy and investigate nature





Gather items for a tool box to use when volunteering with a group 





This workshop may be a prerequisite to participating in some scheduled volunteer opportunities involving parents and children at the Jefferson Nature Center Trails
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Time to re-bait EAB traps


ADA Trail Work


Aquatic WILD Poetry


Summer Workshops 








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








