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NOTES FROM ROSANNA

Hello All,

Hope everyone has had a chance to enjoy the spring weather, the wonderful rain, and the early arrival of many butterfly and moth species.  As far as the bird migration is concerned, I thought I had heard a Yellow Throated Vireo, but was most likely mistaken?  Maybe someone can tell me if I was imagining that, or if all the rock and roll music I listened to as a kid has impaired my hearing?

I have been recording some record early dates on the Falcate Orangetip and Funereal Duskywings.  The Monarch migration is in full swing, so keep your eyes out for those too!

It appears that March is, and will be a busy month.  Lots of opportunities for learning and volunteering with a “Bridges to Birding” and “Going Buggy” workshop at the refuge on the 17th, (and also bird banding on the same day at Tom Walker’s place!) and TMN training going on for our new members on the 23rd & 24th.

The Amphibian Watch workshop is beginning to materialize.  We have 17 TMN folks who are committed to give their time, learn frog and toad calls, and contribute to amphibian conservation and science.  This workshop is still on the calendar for the evening of Friday, April 27th.  There is room for a maximum of 30 people, so if you have spouses or friends that are interested, please pass on the word.  The cost is a minimal 10 bucks, and well worth it.  You do not have to be a Texas Master Naturalist to participate, but be sure and let me know so we can reserve your seat.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting on March 20th and until then keep your eyes and ears open!..........................Rosanna






NOTES FROM VANESSA
Hello TMNers,
Texas Paddling Trails:  This is another TPWD program that gets paddling trails “on the map”.  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails/   

Early last spring, the Caddo Lake area began planning paddling trails for inclusion in the Texas Paddling Trails program.  The drought was none too kind to us so our efforts have been delayed.  This year however, the ball got rolling again and we are gearing up for the Trail Launch Earth Day 2012 (April 21, 2012).  It will be called the “Caddo Lake Regatta” (there will be t-shirts!).  There will be six new trails launched.

Registration will be at Caddo Lake State Park between 8-10am.  A free lunch is scheduled from 1 p.m. at Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

Sponsors for the event include:  Greater Caddo Lake Association Texas, Friends of the CLNWR, Caddo Lake Catering, Bulldog Steel, Dennis O’Bryant/Smart Advertising, City of Uncertain, Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Caddo Lake State Park, Texas Parks and Wildlife, and Caddo Lake Institute.

CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
February 21, 2012
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Vice President Betty Morgan at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Thirteen members, one advisor and five students were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were read, approved and accepted with a motion from Ted and seconded by Linda.
General Items Discussed:  

1. Betty explained the importance of keeping up with volunteer hours as they are done in order to have a timely report at the end of each quarter.  This report is sent to the state office and is very important.  Keeping track of each volunteer opportunity on a calendar is a good way of not forgetting hours.  If any member is having trouble with the reporting tool that Rosanna made and distributed to each member, let her, Betty or Pat know.  

2. Dues are now due and need to be sent to Karen Morris. Her address is in the newsletter.

3. The Michelson Museum of Art in Marshall will be hosting an exhibit on “Nests” March 20, 2012-May 26, 2012.  We are still on standby to participate. 

4. The grant to monitor various invasive species has been completed and turned in by Vanessa. 

5. There is no new information regarding the boardwalk project at Harrison Bayou.

6. The initial training class went very well.  Hosts for the classes are still needed if you would like to volunteer. 

7. Programs for advanced hours by our own members are encouraged.  Let Betty know if you can do a program.

8. Training for the fresh water mussel watch will be in Tyler March 16-17 for any member interested in this project.  These hours will be advanced training.

9. Featherfest will be in April in Galveston.  Anyone interested can contact Rosanna.
10. It is possible that our chapter could host and Amphibian Workshop through Nature Trackers.  The minimum number of participants will be 20.  It was decided that possible dates for the workshop could be March 31 or April 28.  Twelve of our members expressed interest in this workshop.

11. Laura Speight, TPWD will be planting demonstration plots of native grasses on the CLNWR.  There will be volunteer opportunities to help.  Watch your e-mail for details.

12. February 26-March 3 is National Invasive Species Awareness Week.  Vanessa will be helping with this on the CLNWR.

13. Bird banding at Tom’s February 25, 2012.

14. The Transportation Center will now begin charging a fee for using the building.  Discussion was held whether or not to pay the fee or change our location.  A possible new location would be the Kellyville Community Center.  The March meeting will be in Jefferson at the Transportation Center at which time the location will be determined.

15. Due to TPWD cuts in September, the chapter has lost the use of one of the department’s projectors.  Discussion was held regarding the chapter purchasing a projector for our use.  Ted moved that the chapter purchase a projector and Sue seconded the motion. The motion carried.  The projector will cost about $350.
16. Vanessa reported on the opening of the paddle trails at Caddo Lake, which will take place April 21-22.  On Saturday there will be a “Caddo Lake Regatta” with registration Saturday morning.  There are seven trails on Caddo Lake and two up river. Registration will be $10 and each participant will receive a T-shirt designed by artist Diane Jones. There will be a launch fee if leaving from one of the commercial fishing camps. Volunteers will receive a free T-shirt.  Lunch will be served at Star Ranch.  TPWD will have the paddle trails information on their web site and Pat will update our Website with the information.  This will afford our chapter with many volunteer opportunities.  At the March meeting specific tasks will be assigned.  

17. The Emerald Ash Borer project will begin in March.  The traps will be set, checked in June and August (when they will be removed).  Watch for specific times to volunteer.

18. A background check for each TMN must be done every three years.  The 2009 class is now due.  The cost of the background check is $10. It was discussed that the Chapter pay for these background checks.  Stella moved that the Chapter pay for these checks and Ted seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
With no other business to discuss Pat motioned for the meeting to adjourn. Ted seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 21, 2012 at 6:30pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary




Calendar OF EVENTS

March 17:  Bridges to Birding and Going Buggy training at Karnack Community Center 

                   9 a.m. –3:30 p.m.

March 17:  Bird banding at Tom Walker’s

March 20: Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m.

March 23: Master Naturalist training; Collins Academy 6:00-9:30 p.m.

March 24: Master Naturalist training; Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2012 OFFICERS 





Rosanna Salmon - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


 Karen Morris - Treasurer


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER MARCH MEETING





Tuesday, March 20 at 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Pat Sawyer: Paddle Trails & Volunteer Reports





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND
































 











This edited portion of notes from Vanessa appeared in the February newsletter but is worth repeating.  We’ll have an update on the opening of the Paddling Trails from Vanessa and Pat at our meeting next week.








1ST QUARTER VOLUNTEER REPORT DUE SOON





Members are asked to have their Volunteer Report forms ready to submit by the end of the month.  





FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the April newsletter is 


April 10.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.





SPRING RETREAT COMING UP SOON





The Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter Spring Retreat will be at Wilkes Power Plant May 4-6.  The 2012 trainees will have their last training weekend in conjunction with our annual retreat.  There will be lots of advanced training for members, lots of bonding between current members and trainees, lots of outdoor time, lots of food, and lots of fun.  Registration details will be discussed at Tuesday evening’s meeting.





Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.








BIRD BANDING SCHEDULED MARCH 17





AT TOM WALKER’S








2012 DUES





Dues for 2012 are past due and can be paid Tuesday at the monthly meeting.  Individuals are $25 and couples are $40.  You are required to complete and sign a Dues and Insurance form.  Checks should be made out to Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter.  Karen will take your money and give you a receipt.














GOING BUGGY & BRIDGES TO BIRDING WORKSHOP MARCH 17








This is a wonderful opportunity for TMN members and trainees to attend training and become involved in this program.  It’s not too late to register by emailing Linda Fleeger at the address below.





Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge has adapted two proven educational programs for elementary school children in the 3rd, 4th & 5th grades. These programs, called “Going Buggy” and “Bridges to Birding” contain required elements of the Texas Elementary School Knowledge Skills (TEKS) in the science curriculums.  Designed to encourage field trips to the refuge, the programs are stationed based with small groups of participants moving from one area to the next. Because there is a lot of interaction; showing things, and participating in learning activities, there is little actual lecture time. 


The programs are free and will be offered to local school districts beginning in the 2012/2013 school year.





The refuge is seeking volunteers to assist in the presentation of these programs. Each station contains all of the required materials along with a “talking point” guide. The programs are fun to present and do not require any special background knowledge. The goal is to introduce and or reinforce information that has or will be taught in the classroom.





A training session will be held on Saturday March 17, 2012 from 9am to 3:30pm at the Karnack Community Center located on Hwy 134 on the left prior to entering the refuge main gate. 


Participants are asked to bring their lunch. Drinks and snacks will be provided. Linda Fleeger will be the main facilitator.








 Please RSVP directly to Linda at �HYPERLINK "mailto:rlfleeger@gmail.com"�mailto:rlfleeger@gmail.com�








TRAINING CLASS COMPLETES WEEKEND II





TMN trainees completed the second weekend of training in February.   On Friday evening Tim Bister presented ichthyology with hands on experiences.  Saturday morning Vanessa Adams took trainees on an exciting and informative trip to the Caddo Lake Wildlife Management Area where she spoke about wetland ecology management.  After lunch Brock Fry presented rangeland ecology.  Following Brock’s presentation Dr. Richard Ott presented aquatic systems ecology and management.





2012 trainees are:  Donna Bell, Jane Bouterse, Robert Carter, Caroll Flournoy, Charlene Franks, Charles Gillis, Gail Masters, Judy Morgan, Dustin Sissom, Karen Williams, and Phyllis Wilson.





A special “thank you” goes out to members who hosted the weekend events.  Those included:  


Carl and Diane Turner, Ted and Stella Barrow, and Sandra Hooker.

















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








