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NOTES FROM CARL

 When I was growing up in Houston in the 50’s we had to drive about ten miles one way or the other to see something natural. Now Houston extends almost 50 miles north to Huntsville, 30 or so miles southeast to Sugarland and the 50-mile corridor south to Galveston is now almost all developed. The same goes for the other big cities of Texas.  San Antonio, Austin and Waco are becoming one extended city and the Dallas Ft. Worth complex is growing in all directions. Even when people try to get out of the metropolis they usually only see pastures or tree farms along the major highways and thus now many may never experience a truly natural area in their lifetime.

We sometimes forget how fortunate we are to live in a part of Texas where there are thousands of acres being preserved in a natural state. The Caddo Lake Wildlife Refuge protects about 8,000 acres, as does the state Wildlife Management Area. Add to this the over 25,000 acres of Caddo Lake itself and we have over 40,000 acres of nature right outside our doorstep that is being kept in natural state.

Henry David Thoreau said, “In wildness is the preservation of the world.” Hopefully our organization can help more children and adults experience, understand and enjoy the wildness around us and in so doing help in a small way to preserve the world.
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES

                            February 19, 2013
ATTENDING: BETTY MORGAN, LINDA RICHTSMEIER, KAREN WILLIAMS, CHARLENE FRANKS, CARL TURNER, DIANE TURNER, VANESSA ADAMS, NADINE POPE, SANDRA HOOKER, ROBERT CARTER, GAIL MASTERS, CHARLES GILLIS, DONNA BELL, STELLA BARROW, TED BARROW, BECKY GULLETTE, KAREN MORRIS, SUE SIMMONS, DARRELL HUDSON, AND TOM WALKER

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Carl Turner at 6:30.  

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed.   Accepted as amended.

TREASURERS REPORT

Deposits:  $320 dues, $1400 Texas Forestry.   Debits: $185 to Vanessa Adams for reimbursement for the state meeting, leaving a $2626.52 balance.   Bank account is updated with signatures of the new officers.
GENERAL ITEMS DISCUSSION:

Background Checks should be done every 3 years.   Applications are in order for the 08, 09   training classes and will be sent to Brock with the check for $110 before the next meeting.  The chapter will pay for the background checks.  

Chapter dues are due now   $25 for individual, $40 for couples.  Mail the form and dues to Karen Williams.

Update on new volunteer hours reporting forms by Linda Richtsmeier.  There are two changes: first, a separate line for travel time, and   secondly, we will not report separately by quarter but keep a running total for a year.  Roll over each quarter and email to Linda quarterly.  Betty discussed what hours count for the report.  Criterion for volunteer hours and advanced hours must follow our mission statement.    If in question, contact an officer.
Update on new paddle trails and World Wetlands Day   10 new paddle trails were added on Caddo Lake  (state only has 48).  11 of our members attended the opening ceremony.

Update on a Tree Identification Workshop on a Saturday morning, open to the public.   Perhaps we can use the state park.  Carl spoke with Todd.  The refuge would be a possible choice as well.  The meeting room at the state park is booked up; we can use the amphitheatre.  Instructor is TBA.  Todd would like a native garden at the entrance area of the state park.

Project Learning Tree was discussed by Betty.   Do we want host?    This is a program by rangers from the forestry service designed to get kids into the woods. This would be for Cass, Marion, and Harrison County teachers.  There is one at Texas Eastman in the fall.  We may have to join that group if we can’t get one for our area.

Charles Gillis spoke about the State Forestry Initiative.  He’ll provide more information as it becomes available.  

Vanessa reported that Tim Bister has offered to do an advanced training ½ day program March or April on Invertebrates and plants in ponds at Knights of Columbus facility in Marshall.   Other advanced training opportunities were discussed   Ted has the videos on the State of Water that we can use at monthly meetings. 

Invasives and mercury.  March 7 at 2 pm, National Invasive Species Week.  Need a volunteer to speak.
Vanessa announced the following dates - March 7, 9, 19 21 for Tallow pulls until lunch on the WMA .  Meet at refuge at 8.  Bring gloves and boots. 

Becky Gullettte spoke on the Panola College Project next fall.  Panola academic conference focus: Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv .  It will address the lack of connection with the world around us.  Panola is seeking other sponsors especially other colleges for this 2-day event.  Date TBA.

EAB project is coming up.  8 traps (instead of 26) will be set in Marion and Harrison county.  Vanessa will get details.  

Regatta planning meeting 4:30 on Feb 20 at Uncertain water building, across the street from Caddo Grocery.
Suggested field trip could be the Perrot museum. 

Future projects and advance training: Webinars  are great resource for advanced hours.  Carl will try to send out notices for the Webinars.  

Tom Walker presented the tree of the month: Hercules Club.  Sandra Hooker will do the next tree in March.  

Correspondence from CLI thanking us for our participation in the Paddle trails event.

The next business meeting is March 19, 2013 at 6:30 at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Turner, Secretary
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Calendar OF EVENTS

March 19:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting; 6:30 p.m. City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose      Center, 305 East Austin St.

March 19 and 21: Tallow Pull at WMA 8:30 a.m.

March 30:  Bird Banding at Tom Walker’s.

April 5:  Texas A&M Forest Service Landowner Meeting in Marshall 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

April 20:  Earth Day Regatta at Caddo Lake   
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POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2013 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER JANUARY MEETING





Tuesday March 19 6:30 p.m.





City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





STATE OF WATER Part 1


(1 hour Advanced Training)





























 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.











ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITY





Texas A&M Forest Service will host the





Harrison, Gregg, and Panola County Landowner Meeting





Friday April 5 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.





Cumberland Presbyterian Auditorium


501 Indian Springs Rd.  Marshall





Topics Include: *Sustainable Forestry Initiative  *Land values in East Texas  *Recent developments in timber utilization and marketing  


*Advanced genetics of tree seedlings  *Forestry best management practices  *Family forest ownership





Must RSVP by March 29


Call (903) 938-8712





Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











WATCH FOR ADVANCED TRAINING





Pond Management





Coming Soon














BIRD BANDING ANNOUNCED





Weather permitting there will be a bird banding at Tom Walker’s on





Saturday March 30





Check the Website � HYPERLINK "http://caddobirds.com" ��http://caddobirds.com� for information.




















IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








