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HEALTHY HABITATS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

TUESDAY, MAY 10

AT THE CADDO LAKE STATE PARK

Watch for an email with additional information.

LAST BIRD BANDING OF THE SEASON

SATURDAY, MAY 7

JOIN US A TOM’S PLACE
CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES

April 12, 2011

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Vice President Betty Morgan at 6:30pm at the Multi-Purpose Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Fifteen members were present and one visitor. 

Previous Meeting Minutes:   Minutes from the previous meeting were approved and accepted with a motion from Betty and seconded by Linda.

General Items Discussed:  

1. Chapter dues of $25.00 were received from members and yearly insurance forms were completed. Karen Morris updated the active membership to include only the ones who have paid dues for this year.  The ones who have not paid will be moved to an inactive list.  They will no longer be receiving chapter updates. 

2. The project “Healthy Habitats @Caddo Lake: Raised Bed Garden Project” at the Karnack elementary school has two more sessions: May 3 and May 23.  Volunteers are needed. 

3. National Wetlands Day is in May. There is a possibility that our chapter may have a small exhibit at the Uncertain Mayhaw Festival Memorial Day weekend.  More to follow. 

4. The CBTMN retreat is still being planned for April 29 and 30 at Wilkes Power Plant lodge and lake.  Contact Betty Morgan for registration forms and more information.  Six hours of advanced training is scheduled.
5. “Growing- Up Wild” workshop will be June 7, 2011 at Collins Academy in Jefferson.  Betty and Viann will be teaching the class from 1-4pm.  The cost is $10.00.  Contact Betty if you are interested. 

6. Gary Ensley has again asked for our help for the Karnack Nature Club this summer.  Details are being worked our.  Volunteers will be needed.

7. Pat on the progress of the Paddle Trails project.  Our chapter will be developing a trail off the public boat ramp off Road 805which is also part of the CLWMA.  The proposed trail plan is to have a loop out and back that would go into one of the most beautiful parts of Caddo—Carter’s Lake.   Plans are quickly going forward and volunteers will be needed soon.  The project has been funded.  The trails will be marked with “Paddles” attached to existing boat road markers.

8. Rosanna has sent out a spreadsheet to keep our volunteer hours, but not all members received them.  She will resend them.  If you have not reported your first quarter hours, please do so in the second quarter report.

9. Bird banding at Tom Walker’s place will be April 23, 2011.

10. Ted gave an update on the chapter bank account and recommended that it be changed from a money market account to a regular bank account.  Pat moved that this be done and Rosanna seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

11. Ted also gave an update on the 4013c status.  The cost is $410.  Betty moved that we make application.  Diane seconded the motion.  The motion carried. Ted will begin the application.

12. Ted gave an update on our tax status that had been mistakenly designated a for profit status.  All is now corrected and no taxes are due. 

13. Marsha May made a presentation at the CLA meeting regarding Mussel Watch in Texas.  Interest was shown in having her present the information to our chapter.  The invasive Zebra mussel has been found in some north Texas lakes and rivers.
With no other business to discuss Linda motioned for the meeting to adjourn.  Darrell  seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday May10, 2011 at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Respectful submitted,

Sue Simmons, Secretary







Calendar OF EVENTS

May 7:  Bird Banding at Tom’s place.
May 7:  Cinco de Mayo in Marshall.

May 10:  Volunteers needed at Caddo Lake State Park.  Contact Ted or Rosanna.

May 10:  Cypress Basin Master Naturalist Chapter monthly meeting, 6:30 pm, Jefferson Multi Purpose Center

May 24:  NRCS East Texas Plant Materials Center Field Day 9:00-3:30, Nacogdoches


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT


by Ted Barrow


Howdy,� �If anyone is available Tuesday the 10th we could use some volunteers at the State Park, more info as I get it. I would like to discuss with everyone about going to a bi-monthly meeting schedule Tuesday night, so think about it and let's discuss.�I hear the retreat went well, that's great, maybe we can have another in the fall. See you Tuesday!�� �


� �





CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER MARCH MEETING





Tuesday, May 10 at 6:30 p.m.


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





PRESENTATION BY BETTY MORGAN:  


“Compose Your Own Poems of Nature”





MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND














 














TALLOWTHON PLANS UNDERWAY





At the retreat Vanessa Adams shared her plans for hosting a Tallowthon the first week in April, 2012.  Teams of five would be recruited to pull tallow trees on the WMA.





Cypress Basin TMNers will volunteer and assist at the event.  Four members volunteered to serve on Vanessa’s planning committee:  Sue Simmons, Karen Morris, Sandra Hooker, and Rosanna Salmon.  They will meet frequently during the months ahead and report to our membership and seek our support as needed.











SUMMER CAMP NEWS FROM GARY ENDSLEY





Gary Endsley sent out the following information about the Summer Camp.





The dates for the summer camp at the refuge are:� �Tuesday, June 21: 9:00-11:30 AM (concurrent sessions of 3 yr-Gr. 2 & Gr. 3-Gr. 6)�Tuesday June 28:  9:00-11:30 AM (concurrent sessions of 3 yr-Gr. 2 & Gr. 3-Gr. 6)�[there is another school scheduled in for the same times on Thursday, June 30]�Tuesday, July 12:  9:00-11:30 AM (concurrent sessions of 3 yr-Gr. 2 & Gr. 3-Gr. 6)�Tuesday, July 19:  9:00-11:30 AM (concurrent sessions of 3 yr-Gr. 2 & Gr. 3-Gr. 6)�Tuesday July 26:  9:00-11:30 AM (concurrent sessions of 3 yr-Gr. 2 & Gr. 3-Gr. 6)��The 3 yr-Gr. 2 program will be Growing Up Wild and the Gr. 3-Gr. 6 program will be aquatic studies.  � �The ideal situation would involved the school bus picking up kids at designated stops, bringing them to the refuge and picking them up at 11:30 for the school summer lunch program and then taking them home (or to the designated stop).  The grant can pay for the driver, a bus aid, and the gas.� �I hope to start a Junior Ranger/Wildlife Ranger program with the summer camp this year.  We can use this as our mentoring platform for the kids who need it/want it, by making sure the right ones get involved. We might can carry this over to a once a month Saturday program during the school year where kids get to do special things like build themselves permanent facilities and help with nature trails and other projects.  They might even have a special wild area for themselves at the refuge.��





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the June newsletter is June 6.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.





THANKS VANESSA FOR LEADING THE OWL PROWL AT THE RETREAT.  WE HAD FUN EVEN IF THE WIND DIDN’T COOPERATE AND ALLOW THE OWLS TO PARTICIPATE.








FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.








Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit








VOLUNTEERS MAY SET UP INFORMATION TABLE AT CINCO DE MAYO MAY 7





The following message is from Leta Kay:





On Saturday, May 7th on the east side of the Old Courthouse in Downtown Marshall beginning at 12 noon, the Cultural Unification Committee of Saint Joseph's Catholic Church will sponsor the 11th Annual celebration of Cinco De Mayo, yeah, yeah, I know it is not being held on the 5th as it should be, but on the 7th which is the first Saturday in May - so think of it as Siete de Mayo. I want you to know about it, not because I started this little event 11 years ago, but because you all belong to a non-profit organization so you are invited to participate at no cost to your organization.  You may want to set up an exhibit in order to promote your organization, sell soft drinks to raise a little money for your organization or just give something away like water,  snow cones etc. with your promotional materials. Usually booth spaces and parade entries cost money - we don't charge.  Our mission is geared towards community outreach and education.


  � Last year Blue Goose was the hit of the parade, and Gary Endsley, Shirley Shivers and I provided pot painting, face painting and refuge information.  The event will last until 10 p.m. with a street dance beginning at 7 p.m.  It is very family friendly.





 If you have questions or an interest in participating, call me at the refuge or on my cell.





NOTE:  If any CBMN members are available to set up an information table please let Leta Kay know that you plan to be there.








MEMBER RETREAT SCORES A SUCCESS





Cypress Basin Chapter members Becky Gullette, Sandra Hooker, Darrell Hudson, Betty Morgan, Karen Morris, Rosanna Salmon, Pat and ViAnn Sawyer, Sue Simmons,  Carl and Diane Turner, and Tom Walker and chapter advisors Vanessa Adams, Brock Fry, and Ricky Maxey (and wife, Sheila) spent last weekend at Wilkes Power Plant for a retreat.  Copies of emails sent after the retreat summarize the event.





From Betty:


Hello fellow retreaters,


    I want to thank you as a group for making our first retreat a success.  I hope you agree that we accomplished what we set out to do:  create a bond among members, obtain a few advanced training hours, enjoy God's marvelous nature, and have fun.....and eat!


 KUDOS TO:   


 Pat and ViAnn for making arrangements for us to utilize that wonderful property and for planning, purchasing, and cooking the meals.


 Brock, Ricky, and Vanessa for providing their wealth of knowledge with us any time we had a question and for giving up their weekend time to support our organization.


 Brock for the many hours of prep time and the presentation of information on two important topics.  You created a great deal of interest in grass collection and identification and in rainwater harvesting.  Some of us are already making plans to duplicate the collection of rainwater on our own property and look forward to sharing the process with others using the demonstration system that we made on Saturday.  We look forward to locating grasses and having them identified.


 Rosanna for the many hours of preparation and the presentation on Nature Journaling.  Each of us will utilize that information as we envy your personal skill.  We appreciate you sharing your knowledge of plants as we walked the hiking trails.  


 Each of you for sharing your knowledge and wisdom during the weekend. 


 We'll begin making plans for the next retreat. 


From Tom:  That was a BEAUTIFUL location!  And it was peaceful, too.


From Sandra:  I would like to add my thank you to all the ones that Betty mentioned. The retreat went beyond my expectations for having a good time, learning, and the food. This group has wonderful members, and I am proud to be a part of it. 


From Sue:  The retreat was indeed GREAT. The food, fellowship, fun, and instruction could not have been better.  Thanks to all who worked so hard for us.


From Diane:  Yes!  It was a wonderful weekend.  Carl and I appreciate all the hard work that went into preparing for it.  We had a great time and learned so much.  Thanks to all.�From Rosanna:  DITTO!!!!!!


From Ricky:  Thanks everyone!  Sheila and I had a really good time.  I regret that we didn’t get to stay the entire weekend, but the time we did spend was most enjoyable.  We definitely need to do this again sometime.  Special thanks to Pat and ViAnn for working to make this facility available to us, and for everything else you guys did for this weekend.  Betty, thanks for your organizational skills, and the time you spent working on the program for the retreat.  Also, thanks to Brock and Vanessa for you presentations (sorry the wind silenced the owls, but maybe next time it will not do so).  Rosanna, thanks as well, and sorry we missed your presentation.  I took some pictures that I plan to share at some point in the future as well. 





IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








