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NOTES FROM CARL

Small Things Add Up


Now that our new trainees have finished their basic training they will begin if not already started to volunteer their forty hours a year. However their education is not over because we all will continue to have advanced training each year.


It may seem at times that as Master Naturalists volunteer their time and talents that what they do are small in the big picture of things.  However when taken as a whole all the small things make a big difference. As of 2013 our Texas Master Naturalist program has been in existence for fifteen years and here are some interesting statistics.

· Almost two and one half million service hours have been reported that are valued at almost fifty-four million dollars.

· More than 4.1 million people have been reached by Texas Master Naturalists 

· 1,866 trails have been impacted

· Over two hundred thousand acres have been impacted

Numbers alone do not describe what Master Naturalists do.  The inspiration and education that both old and young receive through the Master Naturalist program have benefits that cannot be measured.

So, welcome our new Master Naturalists and thank you for stepping forward and becoming part of this worthwhile program.

Carl
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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 15, 2014
ATTENDING:  Betty Morgan, ViAnn and Pat Sawyer, Robert Carter, Ted and Stella Barrow, Charlene Franks, Kristi Thomas, Vicki and David Gilliland, David Skinner, Tom Walker, Linda Gail Price, Herman Hazard, Sue Simmons, Carl Turner, Kay Watson, Kevin Madsen and advisor Vanessa Adams.

Call to Order:  Welcome! The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINNUTES:  Approved unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Balance $4,033.96. Report approved and filed

GENERAL ITEMS:  

The new classes are continuing and going very well.  The final class will be at the lodge at Wilkes power plant. This is the annual retreat for the entire chapter.  The dates are May 2-3, 2014.  Betty needs to know which members are planning to come and what food items those are planning to bring.  Betty will e-mail a food sign-up list and directions to the lodge.

Ted gave and update on Friends of Reservoirs.  There will be a four-day meeting in Athens at the Athens fisheries, and we are invited to attend.  Ted will meet with Tim Bister before the meeting.

Ted gave a report of the salvinia weevil greenhouse construction.  Most of the structure is up and going well.

The Paddling Regatta is April 26.  Plans are underway and the committee needs TMN volunteers to bring desserts, be at Backwater Jack’s on Friday April 25 at 5pm to set up, and at 6:30am on April 26 to begin registration and assist the paddlers.  There will be a pontoon boat available to tour people who do not want to paddle. The raffle will begin at 1 pm and the silent auction will end at 1 pm.  Very nice prizes have been donated for both the raffle and the silent auction.

There is a trip planned for the ADA trail committee to visit a refuge in Bossier City, LA to see those completed trails.  ADA information is being gathered. E-mail will be sent as to the date of the trip.
Vanessa reported that all of the EAB traps are out except for 5 more in Harrison County.  These will be out soon.

The Paddle Fish Festival in Jefferson will be May 8-9. CBTMN will not host a food booth, but will set up and information booth.  Some members have already volunteered to help, but all are invited.

Bird banding will be at Tom’s April 19, 2014

Carl presented a program on the barred owl.

The time for the meeting was 0.75 volunteer time and 0.25 for AT.

A motion was made by Ted and seconded by Sue to adjourn the meeting.  The next scheduled meeting is May 20, 2014.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Simmons for Diane Turner, Secretary






Calendar OF EVENTS

May 20:  Cypress Basin MN monthly meeting

June 9 – 11:  Professional Development Camp at Bob Sanders, Jefferson

June 14:  Citizen Scientist Certification at Collins Academy, Jefferson

June 16 – 18:  Project WILD Day Camp, Jefferson

October 24-26:  2014 Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting at Mo Ranch in Hunt, TX

POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2014 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams - Advisor
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER MAY MEETING





Tuesday May 20


6:30 p.m. 


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Presentation:  Texas Milkweeds

















 









































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted to and approved by the executive board before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.
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BECOME INFORMED





Floyd and Ellen Anderson





will present “Texas Milkweeds”





at our Tuesday evening meeting.








Great opportunity to learn about the monarch butterfly’s host plant and get advanced training credit! 
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Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO TMN TRAINEES





Fifteen trainees completed the 40 hours of required course work required for Texas Master Naturalist certification.  They are:





Ellen Anderson


Floyd Anderson


Pamela Andrews


David Gilliland


Vicki Gilliland


Herman Hazard


Deanne Jordan


Jerry Jordan


Amy Madsen


Kevin Madsen


Linda Gail Price


Sheila Ritter


David Skinner


Kristi Thomas


Kay Watson





 We’re excited to have you on our volunteer force.





You will make a difference!





(Please read Carl’s message on page 2.)














UP-COMING


ADVANCED TRAINING


And 


VOLUNTEER OPS





Current members and trainees are required to get at least 8 hours of advanced training during the year. *





Current members and trainees are required to volunteer for at least 40 approved hours of service during the year. *





At Tuesday evening’s meeting we will discuss some possibilities for advanced training and volunteer hours.

















*See information on the following two pages regarding advanced training and volunteer service.








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  
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