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NOTES FROM CARL


A Busy Fall


This indeed has been a busy fall. We just finished hosting members from the Highland Lake Master Naturalist chapter and I would like to thank all who worked to make their visit successful. I would especially like to thank Betty and all her hard work in coordinating everything. Also thanks to those who worked at providing a delicious lunch for everyone and thanks to Tom Walker who gave a presentation along with me. And thanks to Lee for his update on the weevils.


On Saturday September 21st Dr. Eric Taylor came to Caddo and gave a group of us an introduction to tree identification and then led a tree walk on the nature trail there. I think we all learned a lot and it was great to have an expert to inspire us. The group also met Mia Brown who is the new naturalist at the state park. Mia has a degree in forestry from Stephen F. Austin and is very knowledgeable and enthusiastic and eager to teach. We are lucky to have her here at Caddo Lake State Park.

On October 14th there is a Caddo Lake Community Meeting at the Karnack Community Center at 6 pm. Topics will include update on the Giant Salvinia work, CLI’s paddlefish reintroduction and a summary of Proposition 6, the two billion dollar bond issue on the Texas ballot in November.

This October 15th we are inviting to our meeting all who are interested in becoming master naturalists. Hopefully we will have a good number who will come. I think when they get to know us they will find out that master naturalists in general are friendly people who for are happiest when they are out in nature and learning about it and teaching others about it especially children and helping to preserve it. 

See you there.
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You’re invited

Have you wanted to know more about the Texas Master Naturalist program?

Please be our special guest at an informational meeting designed just for you.

When:  Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Time:  6:30 p.m.

Where:  Jefferson transportation center located at 305 

East Austin, Jefferson, TX

What to expect:  

Meet our current member volunteers and let them tell you about why they chose to be Master Naturalist volunteers

View a slide show of pictures taken during volunteer activities

Ask questions about the program

Enjoy fellowship with fellow nature lovers

CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

September 17, 2013

ATTENDING: BETTY MORGAN, SUE SIMMONS, CHARLENE FRANKS CARL TURNER, DIANE TURNER, VANESSA ADAMS, BECKY GULLETTE, TOM WALKER, PHYLLIS WILSON, KAREN MORRIS, GAIL MASTERS, CARL MILLER, KAREN WILLIAMS, ROBERT CARTER, STELLA BARROW, LINDA R, TED BARROW AND OUR GUEST LIBBY HORTON 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS JUDGED POSTERS from Jefferson Schools on the topic:  Port Jefferson as a Habitat

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 6:30

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  BETTY AND ROBERT moved to be accepted as written. Unanimously approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Karen Williams reported a balance of  $2,535.29
GENERAL ITEMS

· Old Business

· Know Your Tree workshop: September 21 at Caddo Lake State Park from 9 to noon at the amphitheater. Dr. Eric Taylor state forester will give introductory lesson of tools to identify trees followed by tree walk in park. Turners will bring drinks. Bring sack lunch if you want. An entry fee of $3 is required.  He will do 45 minutes of teaching and walk the trail.
· Highland Lake MN Chapter update September 26-30. Betty reported   we are hosts on Saturday.  Need a head count.  19 of us are coming.  Starting at the refuge at 9 a.m. with Vanessa and Lee Eisenberg.   Show them the Salvinia at 805, Show them the Weevils with Lee.  Lunch will be served at the Community Center.  Tom and Carl give their talk after lunch.  Billy will give us a presentation of how to set up a Nature Center.  Food committee asks for a sign up sheet to bring the fixings for Fish Tacos and Fajitas.  We should be finished by 3:30 and 4:00.  
· Update Project Learning Tree.  Betty reported that the training has been cancelled because of renovation of the facility at SFASU.  Postponed until the first of the year.

· EAB update Money is not in yet.  Paperwork is finished and being turned in next week 

· Update on Butterfly Garden-need to spend ½ day 

· Update on Jefferson Port – Gary Endsley   Vanessa is organizing a kayak race for Saturday on Wild Daze Friday Sept. 27.   Volunteers for Wild Daze are requested for ½ day

· Update on trail maintenance at refuge – Gail Masters & Phyllis walked the trails last week and all is ok.   Be sure to report when you do it.

· New Business
· There will be an open house for new members at October 15th meeting.  Carl confirmed with Jerry at Jefferson tourism that we can have the big meeting room at the transportation building.  Be sure to invite any prospective members to recruit new members. Pat will do a slide show and a sharing   We will provide light refreshments- a list will be sent out for volunteers.   Tentative dates for class beginning in January 2014 are on our web site.  Plans include for one day Aquatic Wild training May 2nd and 3rd at Wilkes with ViAnn and Betty facilitating and serving as the culmination of the class starting in January.

· Ted and Stella – Information re weevils:  Labor Day 34 totes released Aims Spring Basin and  Stumpy Sloop  No more weevils until the spring - 6 week cycle.  They may spread out. Need a greenhouse or private pond.  Need for an overall plan for weevil production.  We will have to have a production facility.

· Linda needs our quarterly report by October 5.

· Texas Master Naturalist  14th Annual State Meeting  October 25-27, 2013  T Bar M Ranch, New Braunfels, TX

· Gary Neace has asked help in preparing trail guides at the CLNWF.  This could be our group project.

· Phone tree completed.  Thanks to Stella.  

· Tree presentation – Stella Barrow Ash trees
· Volunteer for Tree presentation at next meeting Charlene will present Persimmon tree
1 hour volunteer time; ¼ hour AT plus Travel time for this meeting

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Turner, Secretary
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GIANT SALVINIA UPDATE

By: Stella Barrow

Ted and I attended a meeting of the Interagency Giant Salvinia Control Team on June 18, 2013, at the Louisiana AG Research Building in Bossier City.  Attendees were from agencies in Texas and Louisiana such as the Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD), Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries, LSU, Texas A&M, Texas Corp of Engineers and 3 representatives of the public: David Smith, owner of Shady Glade in Uncertain and Ted and I.  We were made aware of this meeting by our contact with TPWD.  The following is a summary of what we learned and steps we’ve taken since that meeting.

ACTIONS TAKEN BY LOUISIANA

·
 Spraying for salvinia is conducted all year and is keeping salvinia under control in southern Louisiana.

·
Lake Bisteneau has been drawn down twice and will be drawn down again this summer.

·
The use of weevils has been going on for five years and by the third year was showing success.  Takes about 8-10 generations before the results show up.

·
1.2 million weevils have been released on the coast – approximately 200 thousand salvinia acres have been eliminated with no cost to the state.

·
Containment booms may be used on Toledo Bend

·
They have experimented with helicopter application of sprays and no harm has been done to the Cypress trees.

·
Lab work is being conducted to develop a cold tolerant weevil by the LSU AG Research center.  

·
The city of Shreveport is working on Cross Lake with sprays.

·
South Louisiana private landowners are getting weevils from LSU facility in Houma, LA.

ACTIONS TAKEN BY TEXAS

·
Wildlife Refuge is raising weevils.  Most recent release was in Bird’s Roost.  Third release is tentatively set for the week of 7/7/13.

·
Weevil facility in Jasper, TX is raising weevils but appears to be more focused on research. We are not clear on when, where or if that facility is releasing weevils.

·
There is a facility in Lewisville, TX run by the Corp of Engineers that is also raising weevils but at a much smaller rate. 

·
The primary time to release weevils into the water is April-May because of the milder temperatures.  Weevils at Caddo were release in June.

·
Speakers from TPWD and Corp of Engineers were questioned as to when weevils would be available to private landowners in Texas.  The answer was vague except that permits were required from the USDA and TPWD.

POINTS MADE BY SPEAKERS

·
Jack Hanson – Caddo Lake Institute  (CLI)– 

· Harvest machines have been tried but are not economically feasible.  Space becomes unavailable to deposit the salvinia once harvested.

· Shredders have been tested with varying results.  One demonstration yielded two acres shredded in five (5) hours.  Cost comparison is approximately $1,825/day for shredder vs. $73/acre to spray through a contractor.  The cost of the chemical is approximately $80/gal when purchased commercially.

(continued on next page)

· CLI Website could be used to track salvinia “sightings”, weevil releases and results.

·
Dr. A. Knutson, Project director for Refuge grant – TPWD – Will continue research at Jasper and Refuge facilities. Not pursuing weevil rearing to a great extent at Jasper.

Louisiana spent two million dollars alone on Lake Bisteneau.  They have a budget of eight million dollars. Our Texas legislators MUST be contacted and informed of the dire straits for Caddo Lake private landowners and businesses.  The minimal funding that Texas appropriated to the Refuge weevil rearing facility will run out in July 2014 and without encouragement from the public there is no funding scheduled past that date.  Plus – it is our opinion that the only continued research needed is to develop a cold tolerant weevil, not that weevils work.  That weevils work has been proven in southern Louisiana and to a smaller degree at Caddo.  

Since that meeting, Ted and I have committed to do what we can to transport weevils from Houma to Caddo.  We have applied for and received an account with the USDA to apply for their permit.  Simultaneously, we are applying to the TPWD for their permit.  Once received, we will be traveling to Houma to transport as many containers of weevils as we can.  These will be released at various points around the community. (And then we’ll do it again.)  We do not believe for a minute this will be easy or happen overnight, but we are convinced that the public MUST begin taking action.

LABOR DAY 2013:  Vanessa Adams, Karen Williams, Ted and Stella Barrow traveled to Houma to pick up giant salvinia bearing weevils.  We met Dr. Wendell Lorio and Dr. Dearl Sanders at the LSU facility on 9/4 where we began moving the salvinia and weevils from their ponds into our plastic totes and then into the trailer. On Wednesday, 9/4, the weevils were loaded into boats manned by volunteers and subsequently released into two areas on Caddo.  Those areas were pre-approved by TPWD; Ames Springs Basin and Stumpy Slough.

Ted has been involved with the fertilization of these areas and two weeks ago, he and a member of the GCLA (Greater Caddo Lake Association) Board checked on the weevil progress.  There is some damage to the salvinia although it takes about 6 weeks or 55 days for a full weevil cycle, which will also show the most damage.  They observed that the new, young salvinia had sustained the most damage.  This observation supports the results obtained in Argentina and Australia.

We had planned to return to Houma for a second harvest, but the Louisiana Fish and Wildlife harvested 15,000 pounds the second week of September that exhausted the supply. Ted and I continue to maintain our permits and will make another trip in the spring to Houma to pick up as many as LSU will allow.

GCLA is attempting to form a local community coalition to put a plan into place for a weevil production facility.  In the meantime, a long cold winter or a big flood will do two things: stimey the growth of salvinia but also stimey the reproduction of the weevils.  A mild winter gives the weevils a chance to establish, but…

Please “like” or “friend” the Greater Caddo Lake Association Facebook page for good pictures of weevil success.
Editor’s Note:  Thank you Stella for keeping us well informed.





Calendar OF EVENTS

October 15:  Cypress Basin MN Monthly Meeting and Open House for prospective members 
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POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings count as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















2013 OFFICERS 





Carl Turner - President


 Betty Morgan - Vice President


Diane Turner - Secretary


 Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer & Matt Honea - Co-Webmasters


Vanessa Adams & Brock Fry - Advisors
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER OCTOBER MEETING





Tuesday October 15


6:30 p.m. 


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





Open House for Prospective Members


Guest Speaker: Rick Lowerre – Paddlefish Restoration Project





 









































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.


Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











Upcoming Events





October 15 – Open House for Prospective Members


October 25-27 – State TMN Meeting in New Braunfels


November 19 – Cypress Basin Chapter Awards Ceremony

















KUDOS TO





CYPRESS BASIN MEMBERS AND VANESSA 





FOR





HOSTING HIGHLAND LAKES MEMBERS





SEPTEMBER 28








IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








