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CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING MINUTES
August 9, 2011

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Ted Barrow at 6:30: pm at the Transportation Building in Jefferson, Texas. Sixteen members were present.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were approved and accepted with a motion from Linda and seconded by Karen.

General Items Discussed:  

1. Ted stated that the nominating committee met before the regular meeting and the following persons were nominated for the coming year:  Rosanna Salmon, President, Betty Morgan, Vice President, Karen Morris, Treasurer, Sue Simmons, Secretary, and Co-Webmasters Pat Sawyer and Matt Honea.  The election will be in October.  Further nominations may be made from the floor if needed.  Officer installation will be in November as well as the awarding of certificates for the general membership who have met their yearly requirements.

2. It was decided that the fall retreat will be only one day and is tentatively set for November 12 at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens.  There will be several advanced training opportunities during the day.
3. The meeting date for the September meeting will be on the third Tuesday, September 20, 2011 rather than the second Tuesday as before.
4. There is enough interest to begin a new training class in January.  It was decided to keep the fee at $130.00 rather than increasing it. Betty passed out a tentative schedule for the new class and, it will be in the same format as last year.  If you have anyone interested, please let Betty know.  The application and fee will need to be in by November. 

5. Background checks on current members need to be renewed every three years.  The charter group’s background check will expire in 2011.  The cost of the renewal will be $10.00, and the applications will be available at the September meeting.

6. Since Rosanna will be taking over the duties as President, Betty has volunteered to help with the tasks that Rosanna has done in the past.

7. It was decided to have a “Trial” butterfly count September 10, 2011 to get familiar with the process.  The goal will be to have a genuine count in September 2012 that the chapter can register with NABA, the North American Butterfly Association.

With no other business to discuss Linda motioned for the meeting to adjourn.  Karen seconded the motion. The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday September 20, 2011 at the Transportation Building in Jefferson.  All members are encouraged to attend.

Prior to the beginning of the business meeting we had an amazing presentation about butterflies presented by Jeff Trahan from Shreveport.  Thank you, Rosanna, for setting up this program for us; hopefully he can return sometime

Respectful submitted

Sue Simmons, Secretary

Go,Going,Gone Fishing

When: Saturday, September 24,

8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Where: Caddo Lake State Park

Karnack, Texas
FREE, FREE, FREE

Lots of door prizes, hot dogs, etc.
Come celebrate National Public Lands Day and the 2nd Anniversary of the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge.

Sponsored by:

Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Friends of CLNWR, Caddo State Park, Texas Parks and Wildlife, Caddo Lake Institute, Greater Caddo Lake Association,  Shady Glade Restaurant
12th Annual Texas Master Naturalist Statewide Annual Meeting & Advanced Training
October 21-23, 2011 
Mo Ranch in Hunt, Texas

Registration is now available on line at:  http://regonline.com/TMN_12th_Annual_Meeting


 Registration will close October 11, 2011


Tentative Agenda

Friday, October 21
Lunch on your own prior to arrival

1:00   Arrival & Meeting Check-in begins 

1:00 – 4:30       Set-up of chapter project fair displays, scrapbooks, newsletters, photo and art contest entries and submission of silent auction   donations 
1:00 – 6:00       Master Naturalist Store open 

 2:00 – 4/4:30    Concurrent Advanced Training Sessions
                         

4:30 – 5:00       All overnight accommodations guaranteed available for check-in by this time.  
                       Final set up for silent auction, social, chapter project displays, photo, art & scrapbook and newsletter contest entries.  

 4:45- 6:15     Welcome and Green Fire Film Viewing 
                       Project Fair displays in place and photo, art, scrapbook & newsletter contests voting open.
                       Silent Auction bidding opens.  

6:15 – 7:15      SUPPER 
 7:30 – 8:30     Concurrent Roundtable Discussions, AT Short Sessions and TMN Project Presentations 

7:30 – 9:00       Master Naturalist Store, Silent Auction bidding, & popular vote contests voting all open. 
(continued on the next page)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2011
7:30 – 8:15      BREAKFAST  

8:15 – 8:30       All participants migrate to on-site AT sessions starting at 8:30 AM sharp!

8:30 – 12:00     Concurrent AT Sessions Start and/or Continues
12:00 - 1:00    LUNCH 
 

1:00 - 4:00      Half Day AT Sessions repeat or start, All Day & Extended AT continues
4:00 – 5:00       AT sessions wrap up/Arrive back, check/refresh Project Fair displays
                       Master Naturalist store open 
                       Master Naturalist photo slide show presentation

5:00 – 6:00       TMN Social and ‘Family Reunion’, 
                       Project Fair Judging, chapter representative(s) man their project fair display for questions, 
                       Annual Slide Show and Silent Auction bidding and popular vote contests voting all open.   

6:00 – 7:00      SUPPER—BBQ at the Pecan Grove  
7:30 – 9:00       Chapter Anniversary Celebrations, Volunteer Awards Ceremony, Sonny Arnold Retirement Celebration
                       Silent Auction bidding & TMN Store (open after awards ceremony

9:00                 All bidding closes for Silent Auction, all popular vote contests voting closes.  

 9:00 – 9:30       Winning bidders begin settling their bids 

 9:15 – ?            Campfire sponsored by the Lindheimer Chapter 
                         Stars of the Texas Night Sky presentation
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2011
7:00 AM          Optional Birding or Devotional/Reflection Time on your own 

7:30 – 8:30      BREAKFAST 

8:00 – 8:45       Remaining winning Silent Auction bidders can settle up their bid payments, pack up and check out of rooms 

 8:45 – 9:45       Keynote Presentation:  "Conserving Texas" presented by Laura Huffman, The Nature Conservancy 

 9:45 – 10:15     Annual Meeting Contest Awards and Special Presentations 

 10:15 – 12:15   Concurrent Advanced Training Sessions, TMN Volunteer Project Presentations, Creative Solutions to Common Chapter problems

12:15 – 1:15    LUNCH
Final chance to settle your winning silent auction bid 
Last chance to make purchases at the Master Naturalist Store  
Pack up and head home, Happy Trails!


Calendar OF EVENTS

September 20:  Cypress Basin Chapter Monthly Meeting 6:30 p.m. 


POINTS OF INTEREST


Travel and attendance time for monthly meetings counts as volunteer time.


Programs at meetings that can count as Advanced Training are announced in advance with the amount of time allowed noted.


Record your volunteer time immediately so there won’t be questions later about when and amount of time.


Check the calendar for dates that you may`have forgotten.  We’re trying to post volunteer opportunities so there’s a record for the chapter and for members to refer to.


Watch for Advanced Training announcements in the newsletter and in emails.  Travel for such events is counted as volunteer time.


 

















IMPORTANT 





We have several important items of interest on the agenda for Tuesday evening’s meeting. 


First, Vanessa will present insight into what effect the drought and wildfires will have upon our plants/trees and wildlife here in East Texas now and in the future.  A must for Advanced Training. 


Next, Rosanna has a CD for everyone with the volunteer forms on it so we can get our hours to her for the report due the first of October.  It’s time for us to order pins if you’ve volunteered the 40 hours for 2011.  Awards will be given at the November meeting.


Please make every effort to attend the meeting.�
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CYPRESS BASIN CHAPTER SEPTEMBER MEETING





Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30 p.m.


City of Jefferson Multi-Purpose Center


305 East Austin St.





PRESENTER:  Vanessa Adams


TOPIC:  Drought & Wildfires – What’s the Impact?





PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND ATTEND
































 

















FORMS ONLINE





Please go to our Website (� HYPERLINK "http://txmn.org/cypress" ��http://txmn.org/cypress�); logon and click on FORMS to view and complete required forms.





Dues and Insurance Form – to be completed and submitted with annual dues


Quarterly Volunteer Report – to save on your computer and complete each time you perform volunteer service; submit to Rosanna upon request


Request for Approval of Individual Volunteer Activity – must be submitted and approved before you can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Group Volunteer Project – must be submitted and approved before a group of members can provide volunteer service for credit


Request for Approval of Advanced Training – must be submitted and approved before attending advanced training for credit





CBTMN members are encouraged to submit articles for the monthly newsletters.  Items for Events and Notices are welcomed.  Original articles of interest to members are greatly appreciated.  Deadline for the October newsletter is October 10.  You can contact Betty by email @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:bgmorgan46@yahoo.com" ��bgmorgan46@yahoo.com� or mail to:  100 Lakeview Circle, Jefferson, TX 75657.








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.











FALL RETREAT UPDATE





At the August meeting members voted to go to the Texas Fresh Water Fisheries Center’s Bird Walk/Dive Show/Tram Tour for the Fall Retreat.  It was decided that due to the forecast for the heat extending into October that we will go to the event on


Saturday, November 12.  





The Fisheries Center is in Athens.  


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/" ��http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/� and click on Visit to see information about the center and the event.





At the October meeting we will finalize plans for the trip – time to leave to arrive there for the 9:00 a.m. start, carpooling, picnic plans, etc.














IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM





Sponsorship:  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is sponsored jointly by Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD).  Partnerships at the local level are encouraged and might include other public agencies, as well as private organizations whose interests are within the boundaries of the program.  At the state level, the Texas Master Naturalist program is supported financially by TPWD and TCE along with occasional grants from other outside sources when available.





Objectives: 


Improve public understanding of natural resource ecology and management by developing a pool of local knowledge about natural resource ecology that can be used to enhance education efforts within local communities.


Enhance existing natural resources education and outreach activities by providing natural resources training at the local level, thereby developing a supply of dedicated and informed volunteers.


Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self-sufficient.





Volunteer Service Criteria:  The following points are considered in approving volunteer service projects:


Is the proposed service project representative of the goals, practices and teachings of the Texas Master Naturalist Program?


How does the project address a pressing naturalist, natural resource management, chapter and/or partner need for meaningful service or resources?


What is the scope of the project in terms of when it would need to be conducted, where, estimated time needed to complete or maintain per month, how many volunteers would be needed, etc.?


Is the project within the Chapter’s service area and ecological training?


How does the project allow the chapter to focus and/or create visibility, identity and/or recruitment for the chapter?


How can the project’s impact on the community and our natural resources be measured?  





Advanced Training Criteria: Does the Advanced Training opportunity:


Promote continued learning and development of naturalist skills?


Provide Master Naturalists with knowledge and skills to work in volunteer efforts?


Direct trained volunteers toward specific programs in need of their services?


Provide practical information and training for application in volunteer efforts?


Take advantage of local partnerships?


Provide Master Naturalists an opportunity to focus their interests in one or a few specific topics? 


Build on the core curriculum initially provided by the local chapter?


Provide natural resource management issues and information applicable to Texas? 


Advanced Training opportunities must meet the following criteria:  1, 2, 6, 7, and 8.  It is suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the opportunity.  








