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Snippets  

from

Stella
Hello!

Now this weather is more like it! Come on RAIN!! 

The biggest news I have for this newsletter is regarding the change of our meeting date. Please change your calendar for the SECOND MONDAY of the month. This change is effective for this month, October 12th at 6:30 pm. And the laughable news this month is that the Jefferson City Council moved their meeting OUT of the Transportation Center! No, really, they did. 

The meeting this month will be at Collins Academy for the Volunteer Management System (VMS). In November, we will resume meeting at the Transportation Center.

I will be mailing your User ID and password for the VMS beginning on Saturday, 10/3/15, along with steps to log into the system. Our chapter went “live” on 10/1. I have to continue adding our Volunteer Opportunities into the system so you will probably want to wait until after our October meeting before you enter your hours. However, please review the videos to become familiar with the system.

According to our By-Laws, the past President should chair a nominating committee for chapter officers. I have asked Carl Turner, MD, to chair the committee. There will be two ad hoc members of this committee to develop a slate of officers for 2016. If you are interested in: (1) being on the ad hoc committee and (2) being an officer next year, please send me an email. We will have our election in November.

We need to nail down exactly how many are going to the Rio Brazos Star Party so hotel reservations can be made.

OK. Guess that’s it. See you on Monday, October 12th at 6:30 at Collins Academy. Read further into this newsletter for more Volunteer Opportunities. And SEND LINDA YOUR 3RD QUARTER HOURS, PLEASE!!!

SB
CYPRESS BASIN TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MEETING MINUTES

9/21/15

ATTENDING: 29 members – Kristi Thomas, David Skinner, Gail Masters, Deanne and Jerry Jordan, Linda Richtsmeier, Ellen and Floyd Anderson, Charlene Franks, Tom Walker, Carl Miller, Kay Watson, Michael Mathews, Jill Wright, Susan Sedberry, Becky Gullette, Pamela Andrews, Vicki and David Gilliland, Sheila Ritter, Pat and ViAnn Sawyer, Carl and Diane Turner, Sandra Hooker, Nancy Rheay, Pam Watts, Ted Barrow, Darrell Hudson, and advisor Vanessa Neace.  

OFFICERS:  Officers are Stella Barrow, President, Betty Morgan, Vice President, Karen Williams, Treasurer, Kristi Thomas, Secretary, Linda Richtsmeier, Membership Chairman, Pat Sawyer, Webmaster, Vanessa Neace and Doug Weir, Advisors.  

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Advisor Vanessa Neace, who officiated the meeting due to absence of President Stella Barrow and VP Betty Morgan.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Motion to approve by Linda, seconded by Ted, unanimously approved.
TREASURER REPORT: Kristi read the report in Karen’s absence. Total is $6,975.85, of which$3,253.85 are Regatta funds.  There had been no deposits or disbursements since the last report; Ted motioned to accept, Linda seconded, and report was unanimously approved.  Vanessa noted that the final EAB trap check has not yet arrived.  

The Collins Academy had provided delicious food and drink before the meeting, and Libby Horton detailed volunteer opportunities for Wild Daze on 9/25 and upcoming opportunities the following week and into October, culminating with National Make A Difference Day on 10/24.   She emphasized the need for more volunteers on Friday, 9/25, and informed the group that those interested in helping Phil Cross with bow and arrow presentation would need to attend a special pre-event session on 9/24 at 6:00 at Diamond Don’s RV Park.  All other volunteers should arrive at 8:30 a.m. at the park on Friday.  

GENERAL ITEMS:

OLD BUSINESS

STAR GAZING PARTY DISCUSSION: Next meeting is at Refuge on 10/20; please make plans to be there if interested.  

ROAD TRIP TO RIO BRAZOS:  A sign-up sheet for those interested in attending the Rio Brazos Star Gazing party on 12/4 was circulated; Michael Mathews, Pamela Andrews, Pat and ViAnn Sawyer, and Floyd and Ellen Anderson expressed interest by signing.
VANESSA’S GROUP ON 10/7: Vanessa gave an update on the upcoming Biologist Field Day scheduled at the Refuge on 10/7; our group is to provide lunch.  This is an important partnership which can have a positive future impact, and 30 biologists are expected.  Susan gave information on plans finalized by the food committee to serve lunch that day.  

NEW BUSINESS

REPORT FROM CHARLES ON REFUGE WALKING TRAIL:  Charles said the Refuge manager Indicated possible sponsor trail, and he and Ted looked at possibilities, and with encouraging results.  He detailed the area in mind, which has photographic possibilities, would be easy to maintain, and would be good for different activity levels.  Charles indicated that funds might be available from the Refuge for blinds, and he detailed all the positive aspects of the segments of trail that is being considered. On the next work day, Charles volunteered to arrange for UTVs if anyone wanted to look at.  The group discussed different options and ideas and the potential will be investigated further.  

VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM/ROLL OUT PLAN: Linda discussed generally how the new system will work, but training for the group will officially happen on the next meeting on 10/12 at Collins Academy.  She needs timesheets for hours through 9/30 no later than 10/5, and from that point hours will be entered into the new system.  Members may email Linda for user ID and password and a link to a video, but do not enter time until after 10/1.  

DISCUSSION OF PHONE TREE SUCCESS: The tree did seem to work as planned, everyone agreed, and the only suggestion was to consolidate couples, in some cases.  

MICHAEL MATHEWS UPDATED GROUP ON PROJECT PLANS:  Michael gave an update to the group regarding plans for a group project in the spring, and ideas generated from a meeting earlier this month between he, Pam Andrews, and Kristi Thomas.  Information provided by Charles regarding a trail sponsored by the chapter is encouraging, and would also be conducive to the idea to offer different types of tours and photography classes.  Details were given on how to access the forum on the site easttexasnaturalists.com; input and participation in the planning process were encouraged and welcomed.  Those who want to be involved in this phase should email Michael. 

ADVANCED TRAINING BY PAM WATTS:  Pam provided very informative and enlightening advanced training for the group, with discussion during and afterwards.  

RESULTS FROM EMAIL VOTE/ADOPTION OF MEETING DATE:  Per majority of email vote, it has been decided that the chapter will meet the SECOND Monday of each month at the Transportation Center, beginning with the October 12th meeting.  All agreed and noted accordingly.  

ADJOURNMENT:  at 8:10 p.m.

VOLUNTEER HOURS:  1.0 hour 

ADVANCED TRAINING:  .50 hour 

PLUS YOUR TRAVEL:  

Submitted by Kristi Thomas, Secretary



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 10:  TMN Training Session on Ornithology 9:00-Noon, Caddo Lake 


            National Wildlife Refuge Education Building
October 12: Cypress Basin MN monthly meeting and reception hosted by 


            Collins Academy, 6:30 p.m. at Collins Academy
October 23-25:  Texas Master Naturalist State Meeting in Marble Falls
November 28:  Bird Banding at Tom Walker's, 8:30 a.m.
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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT


Monday October 12,  2015     6:30 pm


Collins Academy


Volunteer Management System Training for Members








2015 OFFICERS


Stella Barrow - President


Betty Morgan - Vice President


Kristi  Thomas - Secretary


Karen Williams – Treasurer


Linda Richtsmeier – Membership Chairman


Pat Sawyer - Webmaster


Vanessa Adams Neace - Advisor


Doug Weir -Advisor








Mission of the Texas Master Naturalist


To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.














BIRD BANDING SCHEDULED





The next bird banding at Tom Walker's will be on Saturday, 


November 28th at 8:30 a.m.  





Check the Website at http://caddobirds.com/bird_banding.htm.  











FINAL 2015 TMN TRAINING SESSION


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 


9:00 - NOON


CADDO LAKE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE


PRESENTER:  DR. JEFF KOPACHENA, PROFESSOR AT TEXAS A&M-COMMERCE


TOPIC:  ORNITHOLOGY











