If ya’ll can include the picture provided: Cody watching over the mama turtle.
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Teenage Ninja Mutant Turtles

My neighbor has enjoyed a peaceful coexistence with a female Red-Eared Slider for many years. Each summer, the mama turtle makes her way to a flower bed outside the front porch to lay her eggs. My neighbor’s dog, Cody, will watch over the eggs until they hatch, which takes between 60 to 90 days.

The turtle is a Red-Eared Slider. Between May and July she may lay up to five clutches with two to thirty eggs per clutch. She prefers loose sand or soil with plenty of sunshine, which is probably why my neighbor’s flower bed is so popular. Most female sliders seek nesting sites away from the water, even crossing the road to find a site.
Once the eggs are laid, mama heads back to the water. When the hatchlings emerge, they take with them a small sack that is attached to their underside. The yolk sac provides food, and will eventually be absorbed into the turtle's belly. In about 21 days the turtles make their first sojourn into the water.

Red-Eared Sliders are the most common water turtle in Texas. They get their name from the red stripes on either side of their head, which sometimes are hard to see or non-existent. They are medium sized with dark green oval shells, marked with yellow when young, green legs with thin yellow stripes and a green head. They’re called ‘sliders’, because they quickly slide off rocks and logs into the water when startled. Sliders have poor hearing, but are sensitive to vibrations, which makes it hard to sneak up on them.
Sliders are great swimmers. They live in ponds, lakes, marshes, creeks, and streams. They need a place where they can bask for several hours in the sun. They will share their sun spot with fellow sliders, and other turtles. If there is not enough room sliders will bask on top of each other. 

They are omnivores as adults, but start out life as carnivores (about 90% of their diet), because of their protein requirements. Older sliders are almost exclusively herbivorous. 
When temperatures fall below 50 degrees, sliders go into brumation (hibernation) underwater. In places like Texas, where winter temperatures fluctuate above 50 degrees, you might see them seeking out rocks to sunbathe, but once the temperature falls, back they go into the water. Beginning in March, they come out of brumation to mate, which takes place underwater. 

Their nickname, the ‘dime store turtle’, states the obvious, that Red-Eared Sliders are the most popular turtle sold as pets. They have been exported to the Netherlands, Canada, Japan, and the United Kingdom, where their super hero namesakes, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, caused them to explode in popularity. 

Many times, unsuspecting pet owners get a surprise, when what they think are miniature turtles grow up. What happens next is the sliders get dumped into the wild, where they can quickly become an invasive species in non-native environments, like Florida, and Spain, where they could be threatening the European Pond Turtle. Australia has actually outlawed them from the pet trade. 

As with many other reptiles, Red-Eared Sliders are carriers of salmonella. In 1975, the U.S. passed a law prohibiting the sale of turtles with shells less than 4" long, unless for scientific or educational purposes, because kids were putting the small turtles in their mouths, and then contracting the bacteria. 

Many Sliders sold as pets are wild-caught, and by the time they reach the pet store, are in poor condition. In Texas, you must have a non-game permit from Texas Parks and Wildlife to trap, possess, or sell wild Red-Eared Sliders.
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