El Camino Real Chapter – Texas Master Naturalist

Meeting called to order by Paul Unger at 6:05PM Aug 13th at Carolyn Buford’s residence
Officers present  
Paul Unger  
- 
Present




Katherine Bedrich  
-  
Present 




Joyce Dalley  
-  
Absent



Shawn Walton  
-  
Present
 There were   25 members present.  Paul greeted and Larry Reynold’s introduced  his guest – Angie Freeman, from Waco Texas.
1. 
Opening greeting      -    Paul handed out the agenda and thanked Carolyn and Frank for hosting the meeting.
2.
Paul asked who got rain last evening?   Some did and some didn’t.  Connie got 2.5 inches. 
3.
Paul dispensed with the reading of the last regular meeting on April 9th.  He offered a copy of the minutes to any one who wanted to read them.
 4.
Treasurer Report  -  Shawn Walton.  Report is posted on line.  Report was approved as read.
5.
Awards presented by the Chapter president – Texas Master Naturalist Certification recognition acheivement of awhite dragon fly and certificate each to Lisa Davenport and Larry Reynolds.  Recertification salamander to Anne Barr.   500 hour milestone to Cindy Bolch, Ann Collins, and Katherine Bedrich.  All three have elected to receive their pins at the annual conference.  
6.
President report – 501 non-profit submissions 


State corporate charter form 202 has been approved.  Our formal name was changed.    We are now a corporation under the name of El Camino Real Master Naturalists.

Federal 1023 requesting non-profit federal tax status has been submitted.


After the federal application is approved, then the state will be petitioned for tax exempt status.  Timing is up to the IRS at this point.
7.
Vice-president report (A.T. & Programs)


Amphibian & Mussel  Watch Friday evening at Kerri Cunningham’s.  Members to advise if they plan to attend

Millennium Seed Bank  – TMN project to present at the annual conference.  Meeting time to be announced.
8.
Committee reports  -  Rockdale Forum – Becky Marek


Aug 27 – Rainwater Harvesting by Sandra O’Donnell (and Jim !)  Ed offered to pick up rainbarrels in Austin.

Sep 24 – Big and Historical Trees

Oct  22 – Bats and White Nose Syndrome

New interest group has formed
Battys – Cindy Bolch is the head.  Next meeting is just before the forum on the 27th.

Big Tree – Paul announced the next meeting was at Toni Lafferty’s on the 18th at 7 PM.  Anyone in the chapter interested in participating is welcome to attend.

9.
Old Business 
- Adopt A Highway – Connie Roddy announced that everything is in place, just waiting on the sign to be installed.  We will have US RT 79 from the new school to the other end of CR303.  Target date for the first cleanup is Sept 19th.  Connie will put out a notice to the chapter with details.  It was noted that safety training is mandatory prior to participation.
10.
New Business
Nominating Comm – Paula Engelhardt announced the formation of a Nominating Committee composed of her, Don Travis and Janice Pelzel.  Anyone interested in an officer position should contact one of them.

Library Display  -  Janice Pelzel and Carolyn Buford have the first display in place.  Horned lizards are the first topic.  Some of the chapter have already noticed the exhibit and note it is very well done.  They are working on the second, but look to the interest groups to sponsor one.  Contact Janice Pelzel for details and timing.
11.
Announcements
Photo Group and Contest – Paula Engelhardt and several others met to discuss interest in a Photography group.  All found there is a lot to learn and felt it was beneficial.  They plan a contest for the chapter to be presented at the annual Christmas party.  Longer term, at the Nature Fest if it fits.  Next meeting is on Aug 25th at 7PM at Janice Pelzel’s house.
Paul asked the chapter if they would like to hae a weekly reminder of the meetings.  Consensus was affirmative, no noticed dissent.
12.
Next meetings  -  Katherine Bedrich

Sept 10th at the Zbikowski”s.  Build your own bottle Humming Bird
                     Feeders – cost is $6 each.  Each person to bring their own soda bottle.  Wine bottles are too large.  Katherine will put out a notice with details.

Oct 8th at John Rinn’s – Probably a carry in dinner or maybe a weinner roast.  Build your own Bat house.  Cost to be advised.

Nov 12th at Janice Pelzel’s   -  Annual Meeting with election of officers


Christmas Party – Dec 10th at Anne Barr’s.  Carry in dinner and White Elephant Gift Exchange Extravaganza
The Strawberry King, Gary McDaniels, announced he will be purchasing strawberry seedlings next week.  They are $.40 each in flats of fifty.  He also has raised beds for sale.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:15 PM by Paul Unger

13.
Program – Show and tell, and Amphibian Watch followed the meeting.
Respectively submitted

Pat Holley

Acting Secretary
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