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The elusive bobcat is not so elusive

Native Americans call the coyote a trickster, and the bobcat a quiet maintainer of order. They are polar opposites, balancing order and chaos.  And they have both made a home with humans. 

Bobcats are found only in North America. Two types of bobcat live in Texas. The desert bobcat lives in the western part of the state. The Texas bobcat ranges over the whole state. They are so similar only an expert can tell the difference.

Most big cat populations are declining due to urbanization. But, like the coyote, the bobcat is thriving. They are highly adaptable, and will eat pretty much anything from rodents to rabbits, sometimes fawns. They have been known to attack deer, but usually the deer they eat has already been killed. Sometimes they will prey upon sheep, goats, and chickens. They live in forest, marshland, desert, grassland, and on the edges of neighborhoods.

They are about twice the size of a domestic cat. Bobcats get their name from their short tails, which are six inches long. Males can sometimes weigh in at thirty-five pounds, but the average weight is between 15-30 pounds. They have tufts of fur on each cheek, with black furry tips on their ears.
Because of their shyness, most people may go a lifetime without seeing one. Bobcats rarely attack people, and can be treed by a dog. However, small pets are fair game. Use the same precautions against attracting bobcats as you would to keep from attracting coyotes.

Like the coyote, bobcats have few natural enemies. Coyotes and bobcats will fight each other, as they compete for the same food. The mountain lion hunts the bobcat as prey.
Bobcats are solitary creatures and take great pains avoiding each other outside the breeding season. Cats of the same sex will rarely overlap hunting areas, but they will overlap with the opposite sex. They hunt during morning, dusk, and nighttime. One of their hunting methods includes sitting on a ledge or tree limb and waiting for prey. They wait in spots called lookouts or hunting beds. The cat turns to watch all sides, creating a circular bed with paw prints on the edge. Bobcats also stalk and ambush their prey. The bobcat can run up to 31 miles per hour. Its hunting range is around five miles for a female and up to fifty miles for a male.
If you think you have a bobcat, look for scratches on trees where the cat may be sharpening its claws. You might also search for the lookout trees, which will have claw marks where the cat has climbed the trunk.

Bobcats sound a lot like domestic cats. They have a piercing scream, and make a “cough-bark” sound when threatened. Not surprisingly, bobcats yowl loudest and most often during the breeding season. 
Males begin breeding their second year, females in their first year. Breeding occurs February to March. Females may mate with more than one male during that time. Fifty to sixty days later the babies are born. An average litter is three. The kittens are blind and fully furred. They remain with their mother until early fall, when they strike out on their own to hunt. 
Bobcats have more than one den in their home range. The main den, or natal den, is usually a cave or hollow log. Auxiliary or shelter dens are located in other parts of their territory, and may be a brush pile or rock ledge.

Texas Parks and Wildlife consider the bobcat a non-game, non-furbearing species, even though licensed trappers do sell their pelts. They can be hunted if they threaten livestock.
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